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Dear Friends:

Enclosed please find a copy of the West Cook Inlet Ethnographic Overview and Assessment for
Lake Clark National Park and Preserve. This report was prepared by Division of Subsistence
of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game in cooperation with Lake Clark National Park and
Preserve,

The National Park Service Cultural Resource Preservation Program provided the funding for
thiz publication to identify the cultural and natural resources of the west Cook Inlet coastal area
of Lake Clark National Park and Preserve that are of significance to traditionally associated
peoples. This knowledge allows for respectful treatmemnt of ethnographic resources through
careful consideration of the effects thal our management actions may have on them, Congress
has mandated thal we preserve these resources because they are important components of our
national and personal identity.

We extend special acknowledgement and sincere appreciation to the Tribal Council of the
Native Village of Tyonek and residents of Tyonek for their active participation, assistance, and
support in compiling this book. We hope to continue to work with the community to carry out
additional heritage preservation projects.

If you have any comments, questions or requests for additional copies, please contact Jim Fall,

Subsistence Regional Program Manager, at 907-267-2359 or Jim_Fall@fishgame state.ak.us or
Karen Stickman, Cultural Anthropologist, at 907/644-3638 or the address above.

Sincerely,
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Superintendent subsistence Regional Program Manager
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report describes the cufture and history of the people-and communities of westesn Cook Inket, stuthsentral Alaska

A primary goal s to identity the traditional and contemporary associgtions hetween the peaple-and communities of
wastarn Cook infat and the Lake Clark National Park and Presarve. The Division of Subsistence of the Alaska Department
of Fish and Game prepared this report under a cooperative agreament with the Lake Ciark National Park and Preserve
(Cooperative Agreement No. CASORRAOO08. This report is part of the overall Lake Clark National Park and Preserve
Ethnographic Overview and Assessment. The research Teatured working with the peopie of Tyonek, the single temaining
Dena’ina community of west Cook Inlit,

The Park and the entire west Cook Inlet area share a common cultural henitage - that of the Dena'ina Athabascans,

The Dena'ing of Cook inlet most likely arrived on the Pagific Coast from the ares now occupied by the intand Dena'ing
associated with the Park. The two Dena'ina regional bands of west Goak Inlet, the Tubughna {"Beach Peaple”) and the
(Rezdzghdeia ("Paint Paople”), maintained culteral and economic ties with infand Dena'ina communities, as evidenced by
a oomman language. place names. social aorganization, and belief system. Trade of subsistence products, intermarriage,
and partigipation in ceremonies sugh as the patlatch supparted thasa ties.

A oomman history afso finks coastal Cook et and the inland communities in and near fhe Park, beginning with the
estabilishment af the fur trade by the Russians. The fur trade built upon established Dena'ina subsistence patierns,
traditional knowledge. and social refationships. Conmections Yetween Dena’ina communities wers likaly enhanced as
traditional routes through passes and along the coast facilitated travel to trading posts at Tyonek or across Cook inbet
at Kena. Results included the exchanga of goods and ideas, intermarmage. and the axpanded transactional activities of
Dara'ina political leadets and middiemen called geshgs.

The amival of Eurapeans and Americans brought demagraphic change through intermarriage and the intraduction of
epidemic disease. Dena'ina viliges consolidated as the population dropped. By the early 1930s, the remaining
Dera'ing of Polly Creek and Kustatan had moved to Tyonek, along with most Dena'ing from the Susitna River villages.
All Diana'ina-communities also experienced the missionizing ettorts of the Russian Orthodax church, and today share a
syncretism of western and traditional Athabascan spintual beliefs.

Links between families who resided in areas now within ar near the Park and communities on the coast wens
strengthened as commercial fishing and processing developed in the fate 19th and early 20th centunes, Dena’ina from
Cook Inlet and infard villages participated in commercial (ishing and processing at places such as Pally Creek and
Kustatan, During the mid 20th century, development of natural gas and petroleem became significant atong west Cook
Inlet. These reglonal economic developments enhanced means of transportation betwean west Cook Inlet, the mterior,
and population centers on the Kenai Peninsiila and Anchorage. Another result was stress to the natural resources upon
wihich Dena'ina communities depend. New people aiived, mostly non-native, some of whom homesteaded within
Dena'ina lands and sektied in Dena’ing communities, Their storfes enriched the history of wast Coak Inlet piaces.

Soime of these newcomers marmed Dena’ina women and founded many of the families of Tranek, Nondalton, and other
Dera'ina communities today,

Relationships between Dena'ina communities in and near the Park and Presenye persist. The Dana‘ina of lliamna,
Nondatton, and Lime Village are related through intermarriage to former residents of Polly Cresh and Kustatan, and
curment residents of Tyoneh. Cycles of visits for celebeations, Tunerals, mamiages. and subsisience aclivities continue.
In the early 215t century, 2l Dera'ina communities associatad with the Park and Preserve face similar issues, such as
axpansion of recreational fishing and hunting and mineral exploration and extraction. Nan-local fishers and hunters
crowd lands once used salely for subsistence fishing, hunting. and gathanng by local residents, and resource
tevelopmant may further disrupt subsistence activities,




Continuing improvaments in raasportalion and commumcation S0CHiage eschangs af ifarmation and ideas
between Dena'ina communines that may tecilitate the recognition of commaon 155085 and solubons: Examples imcluda
participation in language programs, exchange of tra ditional songs anhd stories, and sharing of subssstence rsourcas.
The resultant rediscovery of genealogical ties, commaon aral traditions, and a shared history could suppart elforts to
refnyigorate Dena'ima identity

The report concludes with recommendations for additional research. Thess include further investigation of Dena’ina
and othee tamily histores; collection aod annotation of photographs, especially af Tyonek; additional documentation
of the histoey of Dena’ing involvement n the Coak Inlet commarcial salmon fishery; and investigation of the traditional
associations of the IHamna Lake Dena'ing 1o the Lake Clark Natiomal Park and Preserve
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THE DENA'INA SOUND SYSTEM AND ALPHABET

The Dena'ing alphabet can bo displayed in g chart that indicates how and wheee in the mouth specific spunds

are produced, Many sounds. such as the glottalized consonants which are writtan with a following apostrophe,

have no English equivalents. Stephan and Kan (20605) formulated a set of Upper Inlet Dena'ing literacy mamises with-a
regording by Sava Stephan, The chart betow 15 taken from those axescises,

Consonants Place of Articulation

Maaner of Mfiulstion | (abial | Meoiar | Latersl | Myer-Faistsl | Falstal | FrntVes | SackVelw | Gt
alops

plain b d il dz i B 1 '
aspirated ! H 3 (eh} k i

glottalized 8 i ts’ (ch') k' 0

Fricatives

voicad | z {#h] (¥} gh

voiceless | 5 ish) ) h il
nasals and ghdes m n ¥

Viywels

ang i i u

shart

As noted on the chart in parentheses, there are several sounds that are found im the other Dena'ina dialects that are not
distinct in the Uppes Inlet dislect These are- dz vs. |, chvs. 15 oh’ vs 18" and s vs. sh. Upper nlet speahars tavor the
palatal [ch. | pronunciation Upper Infet also lacks the front velar fricatives. ¥ and x. We have adopted the convention for
the Dena'ina language of spelling words in Upper Inlet with the sounds that are found in the other dialects.
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INTRODUCTION

The western Shares of Tadtog - “Ocean River." now Gook Inlet —form a central partion of the hnmeland of the Dena ina, an
Athabascan people of southcentral Ataska. Dena'ing Blena {Dena’ing Cotintry) alse encompasses the mountaing that rise to the
west of Cook Inlet, as well as the watersheds of the rvers and lakes that now comprise Lake Clark National Park and Praserve
{see Figure 111, The extensive tradstional terrstary of the Dena'ina also included mast of the Kenal Peninsula along eastem
Cook Infet, and much of the Susitna Rrver and Knik Arm draimages to the north {ses Figure 17).

The first recorded encounter between the Dena'ina and Evropeans occurred in May 1778 when the British naval vessels
Resofution and Discovery undes the command of Captain James Cook, anchored oft West Foreland, near the Dera‘ing
villages of Gezdeghmen (Kustatan) and Tsbighnenyg ' (Tyonek). Here they traded with native peaple who 2pproached the
ships in kayzhs, Cook commemarated this interaction by bestowing the name “Trading Bay™ on the body of water between
West Foefand and Noeth Forefand. Later, Cook's orew landed at Tuygun, of as they called it, “Point Passession,” where
they traded with ather Dena'ina, shot & dog that had bitten & sailor, and claimed the fand far the British Empie by burying
a hottle full of coins.

Cook wrote, “All the people we hawe met within this Rives are of 1he same Nation as those who inhabit Sandwich Saund”
(Prince William Socund, i Alutiig), | He was, howewer, almost certainly mestaken. While in Cook Infet, the expedition’s
surgeon, William Andarson, recorded an 1 1-word Dena'ing wocabulary, the first written in any Afasha Athabascan
fanguage! Dena'ina oral fradition has also preserved several accounts of these first meetings with Europeans.

[The ship} was like a glant bird with great white wings ., Al the Tyanek people were very frightened and ran
and hid in the woods, excepl one brave man. He padedied out in his bidarks to see what it was. The strange
peopie on the boat traded him some of their clathes for what he was wearing. When the courageoos native
returnad ta the share he was a hero fo his peaple, and the costume he brought back with him [the uniform of an
English satlor] was faithiully copled down through the vears, to wear in cerempnial dances,

~ Simeon Chickilusion, former chied of Kustatan and Tyonek!

Chief Jimmy Nicolai and Daris Nicolal refated staries of the meeting with the English. The peaple of the village
saw Cook's men caming and thought i might mean war, sa they got their spears and weapons ready and went down
to magt the English. The Natives ended up giving the English a porcuping or 2 desr [i.e. caribou ar moose), and the
English buried a jar of coms with & proclamation of ownership. The small children of the village would always take
a far or can they tound floating on the beach to Daris Nicalal to ses if it was Captain Coak’s,

- Faodosia Pennington al Painl Passessian!

This first 5et of interactions between the Dena'ing and Europeans introduces several tharmes that will be expored in this
report. These include questions: about the ethnic identity of the mhabitants of Cook Inbet, the sbb and flow of caltural
Eroups, the maritime adaptation of the Inlet's Natve peapies, and the importance of trade. Of course, Cook's expedition
was the first of many that brought profound changes to Cook Infet and the surmaunding country. These include econamic
change, first throwgh the fur trade and later thraugh commercial fishing and mining; demographic change caused by the
afrival of new people and diseases; political changes through shifts in land lenure &nd forms of government; and chanpes
in the traditional belie! system through the introduction of Christianity. This report will briefly explore this history by
examining published and unpublished written sources, orgl traditions, photographs, and family histories.

The key goal is to demanstrate ties batween the peoples of western Cook Inlet, and especialty the Dena'ing and their
histary, to the land that now comprizes Lake Clark National Park and Preserve,
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sTUDY PURPOSES

Congress craated Lake Clark National Park and Proserv (LACLY in 1980 when it passed the Alaska Natwnal Interest
Lands Conservation Act (AMILCH: Title [ [20100105 The park's Strategic Flan® notes that, "the lands and respurces
encompasaad by LACL cantinue fo e signiticant to the Deng'ina people now residing in willages such as Nondalton,
Hewhaben. Lime Yillaps, Pedro Bay, lliamna, Stony River, and Tyonak.”

This study was conducted by the Division of Subsistence of the Alazka Department of Fish and Game under a coaperalive
aprecrmant with Laki Giark Nationai Park and Prezerve {Conperative Agreement Mo, CATIEEADN0R]. The Mational Park
Service (NPS) reguested that the Divisian af Subsistence pndertake tha proiect becanse ot the division's 20 years of
experience conducting applied secial science research in Tyanek and ather Dena'ina communities assaciated with the
park, The overall purpase ot the project was to document traditional |z2nd and resowrce uses inand araund Lthe west Cack
[nlet area within and adjacent fo Lake Clark Nationa! Park and Preserve. This area extends from lliamna Bay in the south
te the Beluga River just narth of present dav Tyonek (see Migure 1.13, This dacumentation is intented to complement

the preparation of an oveeall Exhnographic Overview and Assessment (EOA) for the park and preserve. KPS policies
require the identitication ot peoples who are traditionally associated with the park as well s the cultural and natural
fealures thal are of traditienal significante to these peoples. The emphasis of the project was on the cultural history of
the Alaska Mative residents of west Caok Inbet and the relationships among the different indigenons groups whi have
traditinnal aszociations with the area thal is now Lake Clark National Park and Freserve. The primary product is 2 repot
that summarizas ethnographic and histarical literature, photographs, and other records (sae Appendis | far research
mnethads). This research was a collaboration between researchers and the Dena'ina, the indigenous people wha have a
traditional aszociation wilh Lake Clark Maliona! Park and Presape



WEST Co0K TNCET AND DENATTNA

EREHISTORY

Ethnographie, linguistic, and amwhaealogical evidance reveats & dynamic history of human occupatsan of the Cooll Inist
Bazin, incliding western Cook [nlet, Several soccessive wavss of people of Eskimo and Athabascan ohgim seitied along
Copk Inkats shores, developing subsistence strategies that reftect bath manne and intenor adaplalions.

West Cook [nlet i pressally home o (e Dena’ing, an Athabascan peple (see Figure 1,10, Most of the Cool inlet Basin is
parh ol tradibional Dena'ing eivkon. Theblubing speakers-of an Eskimo language, eside-in the douter ook Inkst aren, a5
welk as Prince William Sound, Kodiak, and parbons of the Alaska Peninsula {see Fgare 1.2),

Archaealogical evidence suggests thal befnes the arnval of the Dena’ina, & cultural group of an Eskimo people, bearars
ol the Kachemak Tradifion, eccupied mest of the ook Inket Basin ! Hechemak Tradion archoealogical sibes occur
along the sharsling of Cook Inket-aind tiver systems draining into the inlel; the Susiina and Kenal Rivars:have such sites
dating bebween 3800 (o 1 000 years ago.t These intlude sites alang wes! Cook Inlel at Chintna Bay, Taxedni Bay, ang
Kustatan, and oftser locations. The Kachemak Tradition sibsistence strategy focused oo ¢oasial manne such as maring
mammals, migratory watarfowl, seabirds, intetidal resources. and ocean figh)
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During & period of climatic change, marine résources in Goak Inlet may have diminished, The bearars of the Rachemak
Tradiion withdrew fram mast of Cook Inlel 1o the outer Kepiai Peninsulia, the Atasks Peninsala, Prince William Sound, antd
Kodink [sland whers maring resounoes wiod still abundant. - Braund 1000 years ago, they mingked with the Bering Ses
Norton peapie of western Aaska to form-the difng cotfore:

The withdrawat of the Kachemak Tradifion peapls 1eft Cook Inlst open to occupation by the Dena’ina Athabascans. The
parl@r Dena’ing homeland was probably west ol the Alasks Rangain the Sty Bivor dreg and pechaps north owards the
South Fork of the Kiskokwim River,t Exactly when the Athabascan ancestors of the Dena'ina moved into the Cook infst
ares is uncortain. Dena'ina aral traditions and archasological and linguistic evidence suggest a presence for 8 thausand
years or more * There is cumently renewsd discourse among anthropalogests and Dena’ma people a5 fo when and by
what route the Beng'ing moved into the region, Dena'ing fradifion bearers cite oral fradifiors that describe migrations
into new $erritorles that may have sccuned i soveral waves and resulted in the gstablishment of clans.t  Opeor more
gasline Athabascan pocupations moy have toen imterupted by extreme cold periods and glacial intrusions into the basin
of the-girival of the Bachemak Iradidmn people




A5 @ people originalty of intenior Alaska. the Dena'ing used horeal forest and open wandland resources plus freshwater
fish and salmon migrating to the inland reachas of Aver systems. They &mved af Cook Inket with this intenor
subsistence pattern and pagan to integrate maring resources inta their diet. Eventually, the Cook [nlel Dena‘ing
developed a semi-maritima subsistence sirategy, borrowing from (ke Kachermak and &lutiiq cultures such technologies
a5 kayaks and harppons. Howeaver, they alza maintained their inland technology and adapted it 1o the coast, For
exdmple, the Dena’ing huntad the beluga whales of Cool inlet not anly from kayaks, as i usugl with Eskima peoples, but
also by utilizing the puwged a spearing phatiorm plaged on the fidal flats, likely adapted from game lockeot platforms
uzadl along rivars to hunt bears® Similarly, the Dena’ing transtormad the dip netting platforms vsed by some interin
Athahascans tn harvast 2almen from rivers into the famik 'eds, & construction of poles saf on the Inlet's mud flats.® Asa
result of the combination of effective harvesting of coastal resources with infensive zalmon fishing and huniing af land
marmmals. the Cook brlet Dena'ing wera unique as the only Alaska Gthabascans who adapted to & marme enviranment. 10

SETTLEMENT PATTERMS AND POFULATION

Whan [he first Curopean pxpborers arrivad in the late 18th century, the Dena'ina Athabascans accopied most of the west
side af Cook Inlel. In pra-contact Timeas the Dena’ing were prabably tha mest populous of any Alaska Athabascan people.
with a tofal pepulation throughoot thair terrtony of perhaps 5 00000 The Gook Inlet Deng'ing lived in villages (gaped)

in lata fall angd winfer. Fach village contained one or mare multifamily, semi-parmanent hooses called mictfiol

Known willape sites alang west Cook Inlet include Polly Creek | Tatin Chietitanty, Bamiet Point (75 ‘gardegh), Kustatan

[ Derdaghnend, Old Tvonek [ Tubuaghseng ), North Feraland | Qaggepsian, and the mouth of the Chuitt River (LD o
Hoakan . The combined population of thesa villages in pre-cantact times is unknawn. bt likgly numbered at Jgast
several hundred people.

Dena'ing willapes were assacialad in largar, namaid social graups called “regianal bands."1* Regional bands shared &
comman ferrifory for hunting, fishing, and 2athering. Two reziongl bands oocopied western Cook Inlet To the south of
Trading Bay wore the Qezdashans (Foint Peopla”], whose primany wilge i histore times was Bostatan, The Qeadaghong
wera spaakers of the Cuter Inlel dialect of the Deng'ina language. alsn sprken acrss Caok Iniet an the Kenal Peninsula.
The Qutar Inlet dialect is clesaly mlated to the lhamoa dialzct tradibonalbly spoken at Old liamaa and Pedro Bay and to the
Idand dizlect of Nondalton, Kijik, and Lime Village. To the north of Trading Bay were the Jubughoa ("Brach Pacple”).

Thair primary village was Twanek. The Tuhoghng spoke the Upper inlet dialect, and were thus linked to the Dena'ing of the
Susitna Rivar [ Susitophtanal and Kmik &rm {Kenathtanal, spaakers of the same dialect. Tha Upper Inlel dialect is the mast
diverpent dialect within the Dena'ing languags. This suggests several centurias of separation from other Dana'ing
spaakers before the accopation of west Caok Inlet by Upper Inlet speakars arriving fram the Susitna and Yentna nver basin
aned by Duter nlet speakers arriving fram the Lake liamna, Lake Clark, or Stony River areas to the wesi U

Althowgh thay lived in winter villages, the Cock Inlet Dana'ing usad a sares of seasonal camps in other locations far
specific resource harvests during their annual szasonal round (see Hgure 210 In support of subsistence activibies, they
aglablished fraifs and trade routes, namad landmarks, and built sattlements, camps, and shelters within the tarritory of
Ltheir regional band. Thedr physical streagth and endieranca were avidenced by their ability to walk great distances aver
rugged terrain hotwiean these sites and paddle skin bogts in the treacherous waters of Cook Inlel. The Dena‘ing used all
[he river systems in all major bays along west Cook Inlet, such as Chinitaa, liamna, Lrsus, Redowht, and Irading bays.
[rails conpecting the Coak Iniel shareling and gastern slopas of tha Chigmit Mountains with the Lake [liamna and Lake
Clark drainages supported active trade and sacial interactinns between the Coak Inlet and Inland groups of Dena'ina.
Some of the best evidence of Deng'ina knowladge of travel routes and hunting, fishing, and gathering areas is praganad
in the intricate system of Dena‘ina place names. 14



DENA'INA TRADITIONAL ANNUAL ROUND AND SUBSISTENCE PATTERNS®

information ahout the seasenal round of subsistence activities of the wast Cook [nlet Dena’ing s gvailable fram
traditionalstores called fsokay 5 and other oral traditions told by Dena’ing elders. More dekail Tor the pre-contact
penod 15 available for the fubwghng (“Besch Paople”) than for the Qerdaghdna (“Point Peaple™) 17

Dena'ing alders have asserted that subsistence msaurces around Tyanek were diverss and abundant in the past. The
Tyonek area was catled Flingn Bunkda, “the-mother-of-the-earth,” because of the rich marine products available there,
in contrast, the Susitna River drainape was timen Tikda, “the-father-of-the-earth,” because large land mammats and
[urbearars were mare Comman.

A new round of subsistence activities bagan each spring with the arrival of migratory waterfow! in Nut'ag o'y, *goose
month” (Aprill. Waterfowl were snared or shot with blunt-tipped arrows al local marshes, lakes, and rives mouths, Also
in the spring. people placed fish traps in lakas for trout and speared beavers, which wera aiso taken in deadfall traps,
Tyanek peaple abtained razor clams by fraveling to Redowbt Bay ar turther south, or by treding with the Kostatan people.
Trade also took place with the Susitnuht'ana al the mouth of the Susitea River,

In April, peopie maved from the wintes llages to spring camps o harvest alachon (hooligan) with dip nets and to
prepare eutachon ail. Marine mammal hunting took place fram these camps Harbor seals were harvested fram kayaks
[ bayefargl) with harpoons or clubs. Men harpooned belugas from spearing piatforms called yuygu that consisted of
treas embedded upside down in the mudfiats.i* The Tubugfna rendered beluga fat into oil #nd dried the meat for use
throughout the year and for trade.

Major Resources Used by the Dena’ina of West Cook Infet
English Name Buter Infef Bisfect (010)  Upper Inled Difect (D) Literal Transiation
bieliign whats ungsl faspuehi ‘e thaf swims ap’ (00
sral alsaghe'h aesaghiin ‘one Ehal hodds s hesd up
birowa bear EEBERA ge=dishia bl a “blnck bears partner {UID)
Iack hiar Bl el ghwidishls “Hhe biack osa" {00
hamver K By k'eniy' 8
canitoy oy
fiem iy annl'extia -:mp ‘fiftle amimad’ (KD}
roand sqine| unshn qunha
Iy wihna “hlnck-tailed ane’ (BI0)
mogse dnigh i
e ganch| nnchi
steeep ]l i
anprshod i AgEE EBSh ‘Erexiah’ (LuDg
Dhinopl salman b 'aka‘n fig'aks'n
sackeye salmun s g iyt
silves salmon nudlaghi mudlzghn
niilachon dilha dilha
trout shigsla chagela
waterimwl dnlizhin dnlizhin “litfle fiee'
willow ptamigan datgpemn delppems ‘maked i
wisilo-taild plammigan  dus yickeahi aned yickesgni ‘igtant crigr’ (4D}
ol clamy qir'in giy'in ‘he-situstion 01D}
better clams chog ush ‘frarml beaves carcass10I0)
Motz A gereral term for gach animad may ot hive 2 ditect meaning.
Most species have sovaral names depesing on- the seasen. kcatien of the animal. or the stage of the asimal’s fide cycle.
s Kap 1804
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Evar with the aburdance and vanety of avalable resources. the Toboghng relied masl heavily anosalmon, Salmon begin
pazsing alpag the upper west ook Ielet beaches in late May and Line, luee is Hig'akas 50, "kng salmon wanth.” King
and sockeye salmon wess famested with dip nets from f2oi s platforms constructed of poles placad aver the tidal
flats. ® Zalmon were alse canpht m Baskal trans and werrs mosmall streams and lake outlels. Most men, womer, znd
clder children spent the surmmer fisving for salman and preparing largs supdies of dry fisk for winter use.

aAlthough hanting land mammals wag imoortant for tha Tehugfieg, they had mare limitad acrass fo big gama than did
other Bena’ing regional groups. Elders report that monss wers scarce in the Tyonek area until the 19405, Hunting of
caribou, sheep, and bears occurred in the fali i the mountains west 31 Ivonek near Lhakays Bens (Lhakachamng Lakel.
Tha Tuhaging alza hurted in the coantry W tha narth around Hiline Lake and Beluga Mountain, (e additan in the fall,
aroups of Tebpghna (mea, women, and children? crpased Tobugthing Katififltye the Havaes River Pass, into the Skwentna
and Yertna river drainages to hunt caribou and sheep and to trade with the Yenina River Dena‘ina.

The Twbughieg spent early winter, from Movember to lanuany incwintar willages living off cachas of dry fish and
meat, ail, nerrigs, and other resources. They also visitad ather commurities ta trade, tell stories, sing and dancs,
and atkend patkatchas. Tha Upper Inlet peapls called November dafggentdaing, “visitors,” and January was ~Benen
g ank sl dotadill” the-month-fo-pa-abeuf-singing.” 3ong ann dance were kay elements of Dena‘ing life:

Dancing 5 dear Lo the haart of the Tanaina a5 it is t most of the other Morthern Athapaskans. They seer fo
regard tha dance as a natural physical and emotional gxpression, but they have done 1ittle to giee it form. Ths
ratives perform their dances in a circle, aftten around the fire, sometimes fo the accampaniment of drums and
soafelimes withaut ther. Toe performers simply jump from one foat Lo another a5 they mava around the circle,
Wen add individual twists, sometimas shifting their hips with such anergy as saon (o become exhausted, The
wiomen scarcefy move their badies, These is no intricately dafined patiem of mavement, Bath seees part cipate
and individuals of all ages, from the toddling youngsters to fhe white-haired wenkled Fathers. o

The [ena'ing compasad severs| kinds of songs. Thay performad some at public ooeasions, such as dancing songs

at feasts and mearning songs ab potlatches, 3hamans used songs as part of Cheir healing rituals, Other zangs that
Braught hunting luck, contralled the weather, ar attracted 1he opposite sex, wera morg private, and might be purshased
from their owners 1

Slortelling, too, was a highly valued Deng'ing art form that took place waithin the mchd on bang winler evenings.

“The Tanaina like ztorgelling and prestige is pained by sccelling o the arl,™s® &g it zangs, the purpose of some stonas
was primarily entartainment, g lthough many alzn had instructionzl elements. On the other hand, ather stories wems
private and shared only with kin because of their educabaonal valus or the esofens knowledge they convayed 2
Supplemental winter subsistence activitias ikeluded ice fisturg far trout, hunting large and small gams (hares,
parcupines, planmigand, and frapping Turbaarers for raw matenalz and trade, 1§ food supplies ran les, villaps residents
disparsed Lo more distant nunting and fishing aregs. Using specially-trained dogs, hunters spupht oot bear denzs A
naw round of subsistenca activdies begar again in April.

wirmilar datail s nab available for the pre-coniact seasonsl reund of the people living &t Rustatam and further south. [£is
vEry likaly, howewer, that subsistence activities were much like those ot Tvanek, with the cecepticn of more harvesting of
the mare available maring fish and maring inverteheates of the middle and lowar Conk Inlat 22 In A short accaunt of *Heow
Thiew Lived at Kustatan." probably pertaining to the 19th century #nd hefore. Kalifarnskys: mentions beluga hunting.
clamming, ani hortimg ground sguirrels, Interesting by, he mentions the lack of moose along west ook inlet and talls

af hunting parties from Kustatan crossing the inlet fo hunt moose on the Kenai Peninsula, To these resourcas should
certainly be added sabmon, eulackon, migratory birds, smail game, and fears.®
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TRADITIONAL DENA'INA SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATION

Every Dena'ina parson was a member of a named, matrilineal clan, “Matrifineal” means descent through the female
link. I other words, svery Dena'ing befonged t his or her mother's clan (see Figure 2.2 Matriiineal Kinship System). All
the clans, shout 15 total for the entire Dena'ina area, were grouped info two “sides.” o "moleties.” The clans and the
maieties were exogamaus: members of the clans of one mosely or “side” could only marry people from the clans of the
other “side. "

Osgond, an early thnagrapher of the Dana'ina, placed the clans into what he referred to as “Maisty A" and “Moiety 8."
Each of the moieties had assaciated colors, Those clans-associated on one “side” with blue colors include Tulching, “the
Water Cian,” which tha Upper infat Dana'ina say wers the original inkabitants of Deaa'ina tarritory along Cook Infet, and
the Mulching, “the Sky Clan” White is also associated with the NMuiching. The second moiety is marked by the color red
and includes Chishy, the "Red Ochre Clan" and K'kalap, “Fish Tail Clan," = Figure 2.3 ksts clans found in the Upper
Cook Inlet villages.

Thee oeigen of clans is chranicied in Dena ina oral history (fsakel. In the following story, Dena’ina elder Shem Fete (3P,
whio was ariginally from Sisitna Station, related the Muching clan origin story to lim Fall (F) with assistance by Billy
Pate (BPY, Sham's son. 2
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Yau're Mulelhing, right?

Nuichina, yaah.

Than, your Mom was Muichina?

Musiching, veah,

How atiout your Dad then, what was he?

K kalyi nation [1e cland.

{To Billy) You're A'katyi too?

Yaah.

I'm Mufeching,

Come down from the sky _
Al s, [fram] Copper Canter, prabably around half of the Yukan River, and Stony River and lliamna Lake, you
go araund and you'll find bunch of X'kafay! (and) Chishy!. They're all related to me somehow or other,
My ralation’s Rchina

Toifeh; put of the water.

They get them from the watar, ali of us.

These's two iribes belong to each ather — Sulehing and Tlehing,

Tulching ant Mulching belong to gach other?

Yeah, they're two brathers. Just itk brothers,

On my side, | don know how many of them,

Geahy, Chishy, Nkaiyi. | doa't Know haw many mare:

Thesa's two sides. then?

Right.

Oh, they wera trying to go make 3 war with us, because,

Hhalaw, Chishy, they got more people than we are.

Sawe, Tulehing first they gat ‘em

Then, their redation op in the air. They called them wp.

Thiey told them to come down &nd help os.

They coming down just like 80 airplane

“Brzzzz -~ they' i Coining down

Big bunch of them Nilchina

That's we,

Wa'ra paing to hebp the Tukehing,

That's my part ton.

Sp we help each ather; pretty saon we are more peagle than them pesple

They said, “We can't get along thal way." because they're ready to fight, you kaow.
“Lat’s go get married fp each [othar's] sisters.”

So, [they became] brathers-in-law, shifer["my brother-in-law,” man speakinz],
They telf gach other [that].

They say, "0K."

They did that, They got marmed to the sisters:

They're lirothers-in-law, just like brothers then,

Sothey don't fight.

[to Billyl That's why you people are alive yet. They were going to clean the whole nation out,
They didn'LL

Thay married to their sistars.

| They were| brothars-in-taw, just like brothers then,

They came fogether, mixed all pretty good, you knaw,

[Then] they livad [ust fike one people, you know.




This story i5 a chear expression of the importance of clans in maintaining pesce through regulating marriage and
mdending Kinship obligations, sspacially with the amval of new migrants into aleady established teritory. Each group
must fit within the social contest of the targer group, and this m turn estabishes individual kinship relations 3

The michi — multifamily hiuses — in each village weee ancupied by peophe reduted thiough kanship, usially men of the
same clan, their wives, and childran, Leading each house or group of households was a qeshga, generally translated

as “righ-man," "boss ” or “leader” = Th géshga deganized his ghelehitm (“followers." “people of the same clan”) into
toaperative hunting and fishing groups, and managad the harvests of his followers, He was, in the woeds of the fate
Susitina Statinn and Tranek resident Billy Pete, the “master of the cache."" The geshga also settled disputes, managed
mefatians with other groups, and instructed the young.* The wives of geshoa were called “gird " ("rich woman™} and
their children {make and female) were called " fggl” (ranslated as “princes” and “princasses” by some Tena'ina; also
fransiated as “favored child").2 Qi played & key role in the: selection of hushands for their jiggr daughters: they
selected young men who demanstrated hunfing and leadarship skills, usually danng a period of servics fo the geshas as
nne of s "ukifaga” (young clan helpers) followed by & parid of brde sendce ¥

In the traditional Desa'ing matritineal system it was not only the geshea who mstrnected the yoang, but also the mother's
irathies wha taught young boys how to be men, Mikafor Alekan, 5 Déna’ing fram Tyaneh, wrote a stary about a young
biey whe was living with his grandmather and wanted fo deam how 10 teka care of Rimseif after his grandmathier was
‘pone. Accarding to the story, he approached his uncies for guidance. In his youngest unche he found a teacher. The
uncle made him woek, but i doing 5o tha young bay ledrned how fo take careof himsalf and olfars, and haw to foliow
the proper-rules for Inang, By following fis uncle's advice, this young man bacame a rich man (geskas) when he graw
up, Dspoodi® relates that uncles tapght thair naphews how to hunt because parents, realizing the dangess of hupling,
held back on their sons' training, The Dena'ing also considered it inapprogriate far & person of ane £lan lo direct the
activities of someans of another clan {a young man was 3 member of different clan than his father, but of the same clan
as his mather's bother),

Thee training of girls was supanvised by their mothers: mothers' sisters, and mothees’ mothers (women of the same

clan} Young Dena’ina men and women observed strict puberty ntes; mcluding seclisn for several months or more*
Such young people were calied *hudfsaman,” which one Dena'ina elder transiated a5 “in trafiing.” While isotated, girls
received instructiong i sewing and other famale tasks, In addition; both girls and boys at this fransitional stage in their
lives were taught about the rules- Tor dealing with spinfual power, including those actions deemed srgge, dingenaus of
taboo, and those necessary to show respect 1o the powertul spiritual entities ihat, In the traditional Dena'ing world view,
animated the universs.

TRADITIONAL BELIEF SYSTEM

A kgy Dena'ina concept is that everything. both arganic and inarganss, has an animaling spinl. @ "Whatover s on this
warth 15 a person [has = spirit], they used fo say, And they said they praved to everything. That is the way they lived
This idea ties the world together in reciprocal retationships betwesn the land, animals, and humans. It reflegts 3
complex order in the universe in which every action has 2 consequence. This concept is & key feature to traditional
redigions and spiritual beliefs amang all northern Athabascan peoples.v

Students of Athabascan spiritual befiets bave smphasized individualism as another key Teature. As Van Stones! noted,
“Each [Athabascan] individual tended to select from the belief systems of the culture those concepts that szemed
particularly siitable to his own needs, ™ Any assessment of Depa’ina traditiona! religious systems must atcount for 150
years of Christian missionization. Religious syncretism in what today might be viewed as “traditional” beliefs noeds to
be taken it accoant.




Figure 2.3

Bena'ing Glans Found in the Upper Coak Intset
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Boraas and Peter & otfer a thoughtful discussion of Dena’ing spiritual beliets basad upon the writings of Peter
Kalifornsky. 4 Dena'ing person who strove fo g &'ech'effanen, “true belever”, According to thair analysis of Dena'ing
casmolopy, human existenca is one of 5 overlapping ‘dimeansions,” and human actions are ohserved and recosdad by
the inhabitants of the other five dimensions. This first human phyzical dimension iz described by the terms “body”
and “hraath™ (afyech 18 The second dimension is the human spinit or soul of that bedy callad a “shadoy spinit”

or & ewga A When g persan dies, fus or her spirit moves to the “ancestor dimension” throvgh a cramation nival and
subsequent potlatch. Ancestor spirits, g'eeh nufnoghelan, the ‘spint of the recent dead’ (literally the-one-seaing-
ng-tracks-againd '@ represent the third dimension. Human souls can be rencarnated. Ancestor spirits are gensrally
discamfoding and pofertially dangeros to the living because they knew a person's thoughis and can detect information
fram personal possessions.® This is one of the reasons that the ritugl burming of one's belongings with the bady is
mpartant. The destruction of possessions with the dead remaves the traces of knowledge and action that have been
acouired during their use becawse “arfifacts could absorb and exude infarmatian and events asseciatad with their use
and this potentially negative information was believed to zend unwanted messages o animals, ancestor spirits, and
other spirits."

n Boraas and Peler's analysiz, animals and their spirits represented & “fourth dimension” in the Dena'ing cosmology as
describad by Peter Kaliformssy 31 Palenl amimal spenits can become one's spint helper and have tremendous aower 10 aid
an individual. Like ancestor spirits, animals can detect actions and even thoughts of the living and react accordingly.
Animals can also detect infarmation from buman arfitacts. Affer hareest, animal remains are aurnad to return their
spirits to their dimension. Like humans, animals can be reincarnated &2 1% is only through the proper handling of anima
ramains that animals re-anter the spint warld 1o ba barn anew,

Baoraas and Peter describe a “fifth dimension™ which includes
pver 20 spirits that populate the Dena'ing world.5? They

are embedded in places or universal spirits that a person
can encourter in the course of travel. Kalifornsky mantions
same of these spirits in his wiitings, such as Dghit dnay,
the “mountain pecple,” and K uokds defan, the "mather of
everything."®  Each of these spirits has associated stories.
Embedded in the stares are rules for proper treatment of
ammmals and obgects. Through the stores people lsarmed
rules and could avoid dangar while obtaining luck and
[ICiger a8

[ha tinal "dimension” in the Dena'ina cosmaologica

order, according to Boraas and Peter's analysis, is that of
“Nag'alfani "% Zome Dena'ing describe Nag'elffani as a
“suprema b=ing” and taday the word 15 often vset as a
swnanym for the Caristian God. Mag eifan was raspansible for
the weather according to & Kenai source.’

In fiis description of Dena‘ing spiritual baliefs, the Dena'ing
writer Nickafor Alexan® emphasized, amang other things,

tha Dena'ing rules for traating animals raspactiully. This

15 consistent with VanSioness viaw that, “the single most
T consistent teature of abariginal nartham Athapaskan

vt Rtk with Chatlie Krls | i magico-raligious beliet systems [is] the significant reciprocal
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relationship that exists betwean men and the animals on which they were dependent for their liveithood." VanStone also
nated that, “a variety of magical gractices and taboes were used fo placate animals and insure good hunting.”

Alexan explained the orgin of some of these practices as follows: &

(née upon a time all the animal was talhirl_g like us and kave masters like fish. One lime they had a mesting
and gach animal decide fow human should take care of them it they got killed for food, Foe eample, beaver
58y it anybody got him for food, they should take care of his bene, put in fire so dogs won't chew it fresh, And

it they hawa to club them to ki, they shouldn't use ofter kind of stick or wood except what beaver eat. And not
to being any fresh spruce branch wheme they carry that beaver, Fur animal don't ke sproce branch. Some say
they don't supposed fa carry fresh water where they camy that baaver And they shoukdn't drop the fresh baaver,
and sp.on.

| wanl to tell this because some fime i our food supplies are cut off from outside and this country become -
famine, then same young generation meght think about how did oid people use io make s fiving. This story of
old time meght help some ane o they read 1t and understand.

Abexant also describes the origin of the rubss governing the treabiment of salmon, which became related to humans when
a young girl was transformed into a fish.<2

As i many indigenois oultures, Dend'ing shamans were spacialists whi served as intermadianes bebwaen humans and
the spirit world. The shamans’ roles m Dana'ing society were compler,

The shaman hat their specific wey of batief  They befieved in what thay oould see. Their befief invalved the
spirit of every living animal and evesy living plant, Through prayer. they would contact the living being with
theeir mind and they wauld start gathering the spirit of that thing through a transter of powes from one ta the
alher s

The shaman wes called an “el'ggan.” Shamans. either male ur female, enacted and gainad their powers through public
pestormances in which they used rattles and donned masks. For example, the mask of the bear gave the shaman the
powars af thie beas. During a parformance, & shaman gained the supeshuman farsightedness of the spirits from which
his pawers derived 4= Shamanistic power was also obtained through dieaming.= Shamanistic training began by fasting,
during which one’s powers became manrfest. Shamans dittered by reputation. Shamans who practiced “simple cusss:

m their own village and having no reputation beyond it were calied “little shamans."F Mare powerful shamans ware
called Kech ltanen, or “true believers. "= Thi A'ach eifamen had additional powers and specialties beyond those that
were practiced by the alegen. (ne specialist-was the gatsitssren, or “dresmer” who faretald the future through dreams.
A secand was the yug Tdnil amen, o “sky reader” who predicted the weathen = praviding impartant information for
planning traval and hunting.

Shamans wesa medical practiboners s well. The bkut' & ef ansn was a ‘doctor” This person bad knowledge of human
anatomy and the ability to heal with medicinal herbs. The behnaga dradiunen of ‘prophet” could foretedl the future. One
famaus prophet fivad at Polly Creek and predicted the coming of the Russians '

Ak Polly Craek thera was 2 man wha stept for three days. He woke up and he said, ‘Things will be different.
They go amndm the tand. in the water they have hage ships and thay travel aroind in the sky,

They talk diffeseat from us. Their buildings are large, and inside there i evarything.  Inside it is brght
Eierything is thers.




Thare i an immerse thing with smake and fire. And the peopis wer in two groups. Thesr movements lookad
dangermus.

Thare is-one bilding where it is nosy. find thase peaple are acting crazy. They are siffing on some kind of
animal. And it 15 runming armoend carrying tham.

And salmion s hoaded in this boat that makes exploding sound. He went fo sleep and ded oot wake up.?!

Moz discussion of shamans' inferaction with tha Russians and Americans & in the nexd chapter

IRADE

Bofocs the influx of Eurs-Amencans, Southeentral Maska was & “mosaic of peoples” with two thirds of Dena’ina

territory abutting areas exploiled by Eskima-spenking peopie who ara referred fo taday as the Alufiiq and Cenfral Yup'ih?
(e Figore 1.2}, The soceal and ecanpmic interactions between the Dena'ing and Alutiig peophe were managed by leaders
af these groups.

For the Depa'ing, the geshga was the lsader who controlted Lhe redistribution of goods and was respensible for trade
with ather groups. thiough Tormal parineriships with other "rich men "™ Alutig trading parlies traveied to Gook Infet:
Gena'ina communities to trade whale meat and baidarkas (kayaks) for land fors such as marmat skins, lyns, and sheep
hions o b mads into spoons.**

At thee time of contact with Eurapeans the Bena'ina were at e center of o magor trading network, Thai vast termitory finked
the differant ecalogioe! zones of southcentral Aloska. Maring resources wers ot the heart of the aconamy for the west Gook
Inlet paople, especially these of Tyonek, Kustaten, and Polly Creek who had atcass to Outer Gook inet resources such as
merine mammals apd shesthish, a5 well as-eulachan thooligan). The resources could be traded ta the Altne- and other groups
tusther intand. Many marine msaurces.are rich in fat, a valuable commodity in the Alaska Natwe trade. The name for Point
MacKenze, Dilti Tunch el wsht Beydsgh ('eulachon-are-transported-point™) points fo the impartance of the subsrstence
and frada of il for the Dena'ina. ™

Altfiaugh the Dena'lna of tha Cook Inlet used large skin boats to transpoet goods, much travel was overiand due o the
dangerous tides in Cook Inlet, and acourrad mainly m winter when hard packed snow Facilitated the easy movemant of
people and pack dogs. Trevelers wore snowshies carrying largs loads on thelr batks using ropes tied with sticks to farm
& pack. An account of & ninetesnih century expldration in the Sustna Region natwd that,

The nisttves are very strong and make fine packers, canrying al limes over & hundred pounds. A girt of 12 years
old carried 50 pounds for 16 mibkés-ons dey. the greater portion of the distances over a moontain trail very
rogged and rough 0

Tratils wera blazed with stone adzes. In Uppar Cook Inket, mess was hung (ram frees 1o mark the trails. Even though, maost
trails were mapped in people's memory, ! These trails allowed trade goods to pass from groups whi occupied rich marine
and rivering ehviranments to ofher Dena’ina bands of the interioe (see Figurs 2.3), Important sautes to the interioe
included Merrill Pass and Telequana Pass which med at Chackachamna Lake 't This was the main pass vsed by Tyonsk
and Kustatan Dena’ina to trade with thair refatives at Stony River and Lime Village



To the east of the Upper Cook Inlst Dena'ing were the Ahtna of the Gopper River Basin, snother Athabascan-speaking
Erup who remained in a ilatively peacetul state with the Dena'ina. The Ahitna had access to coppes, a resource that
was greally desired across Aloska through the pre-contact period for making toots and omaments. The ARtna traded
cagrper for the marine resobrces gathered by the Dena'ma® Centrally placed among these abundant resources. the
Goastal Bena ing of west Cook Inlet wane able to work as middlemen between different groups, obtaining marine and
inland resobrras for trada

The agresments controlling trade had axpectations of fairness and reciprozity, and conflict could arisa if oas party felt
cheated. Many of the oral histonas recounted by Dena ina eders are stories of the mteraction between peshia, and of
raifing parties and conflicts &) The geshga confrolled the resoorce stores, intetnal and external trade, distnbution, and
thi kzbor involed in procunng the resources lor housgholds and sroups of households. Geshia were able to amass large
amounts of resturces, and |n daing so, by thelr generoirs redigbribution of these resourmas, wene able to gain prestipe. one
of the most valuable assets in Alngka Native culfurs '

History of Tyonek

Nickator Alexan [1957)

-mwmmmu it of Tk v & friend o Chie of Kk Alska, They had rrode
wwm Wﬂhﬂpmw%m A
all fime. ﬂmm eCaus e couldn't get enough iﬂﬁ.ﬁnﬂmfmfmw;a:

In peder to acquine prastige, Lhe geshgs managed procurement of a variaty of resources tom the netwark of seazonal
camps throoghout the group’s regional teritary. Access to streams, lakes and rivers, lowland woods and hightand
open areas were neaded to acquire & vanety of resources such as satmon, canbou, and in faber years. moose.»
Fanning ot to the differsnt camps m the soring. the Dena'ing worked throughout the summer into tate fall gathering
resaurces for the coming winter, which would then be stored to last with spring. The geshge was then respansible for the
redistribution of the rsources fo his dependants throughout the winter I one of these ucalogical zonas was missing in
the group’s terrilory, o the fesources within that sone were scarce or {ailed, the géshaa trsted with affer groups. &

If & geshga successfully managed subsistence activities duning @ gaven year. or if & special ceremony was 1o be held. he
called othet willages to participate in-a potlatch, redistributing the resources within his community and to neighBors. b
This was an apportunity for the geshia to coivert his ecanomic wealth into prestige. This redistribution of goods

wis especially important in times of hardship, sinca the sogial groups recpiving the goods af the potlateh may have
difficulties procurng food resoprcas o raw materiais. Recelpt of pollatch poods created an obligation that these gifts
wirild be repaid in the fulire.




CONFLICTS WITH OTHER ALASKA NATIVE PEOPLE

Tragte fosterad cooperatlve and interdependent ralationships between varinos Dena'ima villages and regional biands as
well as with other Alaska Native peopla, yet conflicts batween thesa groups sometimes erupted. Fallowing (page 28) &

& story told by Mickatar Alexan that explained hew 3 trading refationship detersorated into 3 senes of battles between
several Lipper Inlet Dena'ing groups. Intra-Dena’ina conflicts tended to foces on avenging & death or an insult, and were
likely not undertaken for material gain m the pre-contact perind &

Battle Between Alutiig and Dena'ina

As told by Chugach Alutiig Stephan Britekalov in Johnson [1884:28-31)

m Gox 1nﬁuﬂhmh¢%ﬁﬁm%%mﬂﬂm There was
a chisf on Montague isiand. He called 3l the peopie of the Sound - from Ishamy, Nuchek, Chenega,
- Elamar.. all over. mﬁmmuw The Montague chief told them, “We do ot want
t go to another place and start over agam, Strong men must fight and kil the other people, kil
them with bare hands, not with club or spesr. We are tired of those people from Cook inlet coming
here. They come and try (o kil us at night white we sieep. Get ready, and we wil go to Chenega.
Kiss your wives and children and be ready to die....

in the marning they all ieft Chenega. . They arrived at the middie of Cook infet. The chief saw

something fike dutks coming; it was baidaras {open skin boats) and baidarkas kayaks), Some

pieaple are able to prophesy the weather. They lat one of them look, they thought it was an

approaching storm. He stood up and looked, saw the baidars and said, I suppose those people ate

umdn;hﬁnm us." mmwmmmwwm the men hwm
were all rsady before. Then they got together with the Tanaina. Atlutag went nght .W

ﬂmmmﬁm why they had come, The Tanaina said, “We have come to kil you.

answered: "We-are all ready. Land or sea, all the same with us, any place, “Wﬁ’ﬂﬂ"

on land, all ight. Strong men can do just as well on land as on the water” The baidars all gotin

one place; lying alongside each other. Atiutag told the Tanaina to fight and not be afraid. Heput

his baidar dead an into the side of & Tanaina baidar and |et two of the men spedr it in the bottom,

He was killing men in the baidar. Shanua did the same thing. The paddlers kept on plshing into

| Tanaina beats-and would not allow them to move. Two men, Shansa and Atiutag, handed all the

| baidars and killed the people They save the lives of all the inhabitants of Prince William Soird. '

When they had finished tey all returned. They brought back one Tanaina baidar with its crew, The:
first arrived at this place (Chenegal and then they went to Montague. They toid the Tanaina to fight
‘with thesr hands one at & time, but ey were too gfrsid, 5o they took them for slaves, They dnided
them up among alf the illages. “Which has more men, they give them two," That time al the water
at the mouth of Cook Inlet veas bioody, and that is a big bay, After that the Tanaina did not come to
Prince Wiliam Sound any mare. This happaned before the artival of the Russians,




Dera'ina aral hislorizns tell us thare ware conllicts over terntory and resaurces with sther indigenaus groups. mainly

the Alutiig tram Kodiak, but also the Yup'ik to the west, % Sametimas a5 Alaxan's story il lustrates, trade erupted into
werfare, This led not only to casualties. but 1o the miving of cultures and peoples through the capture of slaves 37 &L any
particular time, a Dena‘ina community might have hestile relations with some Alutiig communities while maintaining
peacaful trading relations with another 3 These relationships were fluid in that onca paaca was re-established with

ane community, & trade disagreamant or insult might lead to canflict with ane g bwa athers. Alutig nformants relate
that the Dena'ina were labelad as the aggressors and it was not unbil Dena’ing villages in Cook Inlat wers defeated that
fostilities ceased between the Alufiig and Dena’ina .t

SUMMARY —

in the pericd Setore the arrval of the Reszians and Curopeans in the mid and Yate 135 contuy, the Deaa'ing had

firmly established themsalves along the shores of west Coak Inlet. Two divergent dialacts of the Dena‘ing language
wera spoken: the Upper nlat dialect in the territary of the Tvbughog (°Beach People”) and the Cuter Inlet dialact in the
territory of the Jerdaghang ["Foint Peaple™). Thizs suggests two distinet origing, frem the Susitna™entng River Basin
and the liamna [akedake ClarkStany River area, respectively. Matrilineal kinship structured Deng'ing community
arganization @nd econemic activities. Individugls achioved Ieadership positions through skills in hunting, fishing, and
managing subsistence harvests throngh redistribution, trade, and patlatohing; the mest successtal pained prastipe
and acquirad the status of geshga. The Dena'ing's complex spintusl system pravided guidance tor interacting with the
nan-human realm. Specialists called afegen ishamans) assisted their peopla by communicating with the nan-buman
worid throwgh senps, dance. and dreams. Tne Dena'ing of west Gonk bnlet, hoth the Jerdashdng ang Toboghaa, travelad
axtensively throughaut their territary in search af subsistence resources in areas that row make up parts of Laka Clark
Mational Park and Preserve. Thay were also actively engazed in trade with the inland Dena‘ina whose descendents today
live in Pedro Bay, Noadalton, and Lime Village: with the Ahtna Athabascans with whom they bad kinship Ligs; and with
Mlutiig peapla st the pariphery of Cook Inlet. Pegoetul relations sometimas deteriprated intn armad conflicts bacause ef
insulis, or disputas over territory and trade.







it SN OF TRE RUSSTANS T780s-TBET

ESTABLISHING THE FUR TRADE

In 1778, the Dena’ina expenanced &n event on the western shore of Tkahioe that, according to their oral traditions,
wath foratold by their ancestors: the arrival of 2 naw, foresgn people — the crews of the British naval vessels Resolufion
and Discovery under the command af Caplain James Coak! The British were on & voyage of discovery, The Russians,
however, had aiready established trading stations in the Aleutian Isiands. With the decimation of sea otter populations
there, Russian trading companies expandad thesr activities to the east, In 1784, the Shelikhav-Golikoy Company
established permanent headquarters st Kodiak, fram which it began operations within Cool Inlet, which the Russians
calied "Henai Bay.” Over the next fen years, Russian trading companies estabtished several posts along Cook Inlat,
initiating significant demographic, sconomic, and cuftural changes among all the Dena'ina regional groups.

There ware Tour known early Russian posts aiong Cook Inkef. The first, founded in 1786 af the entrance fo Cook Inlet
by the Shelikhov-Galikay Campany, was cafled Aexandravsk (later English Bay, and presently Nanwalek). The rival
Labedev-Lastochkin Company founded thres others: one. built at the mouth of the Kasitof River in 1787 called

5t. Gearge; another, built in 1791 at the mouth of the Kenal River called St Michalas (later Kenai): and & fourth post,
perhaps-called 5t. Paul, near present day Tvonek sometime before 1794 2

Conflicts developed between the two rivai Russran trading companies (n the 1790s, which drew in the Dana’ina a5 well 2
Dena'ina oral tradition suggesis that the Dena'ina of west Cook Infet and e upper inlet resisted Russian attempts to
directly control the fur trade and subjugate the Dana‘ina people, as they had the Abeuts and the Korfag Alutiig. Dena'ina
middlemen (geshgal had begun traveling to the Russsan posts to trade their furs for Russian goods (sse Figure 3.1 for

a list of Tyonek geshga). Bacause sea ofters were not found n great quantity in upper Cook Inlet, the Russiana began
trading with the Dena'ina for furs from land animals. Beaver pelts were one of the major trade items sought by the
Russians* Trade expanded to & wide variety of animal pelts including caribou skins, muskral, black bear, and wolverine,

Figure 3.1
(eshga of the Russian & American Periods
Tabaghnenq' & Qaggeyshiat ~ Tyonek
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Bunite Ciulaten — Chishyl A 1840 th cirea 1918
Betanatsiy kil Chish i Died 1930
Siméqn Chicktlusior  Adketra B 1B80-1557
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A5 this trade prew. (he Russians attempted to gain direet aocess to Dena’ina territary, but the Dena‘ina acted to
prevent this: As noted, & small trading post had besn established at Tvonek, but the Dena’ing destroved it in 17575 An
emplayes of the Kossmn American Company (RAL), ¥ladimir stateey, wrote an accoint of this attack in Bossian in the

| 860z, based on the same Dena’ing oal traditions that were later related by Nickafor Alexan and by Shem Pete in his
unpubdished: story about Gug'ey, the leadsr of the Tyonek war parly. In Stafee’s version, the Russians built 8 tor ai
Tvanek for trading purposes. In the evenings, the Russians often took the wives and daughters of the Tyonek peaple for
their own pleasure; This confinued for some nights unbil the leader of Tyvonek organised the men of the viliage to kil the
Hussian leader-and s torty men, The onek Depa’'ing man were successtul in ther attack on the Russians, Howevor
after their successtul attack an the Russians, they grew bald, continuing the vinlence. Stafeey describes how the Tyonek
mean then atfackad a Dena'ing trading party from Susstaa for their goads. They 1ater altacked a second trading party
from Kustatan, and it was only in a batile of wills that the party from Bustatan manaped {o escaps

The Russian garmson at Kenal became aware of the Killing-of their men aftes & mail boat faiked to find any Russmns at
the Tvenek post and quickly refreated back o Kenae Each vear men fram Teonek travelad fo Kenad fo trade, Upon their
arival dunng this anneal trading expadition the Tyonek men entered a4 Bussian post that was prepared for tfrouble

The Russians disarmed the Tvonek men. gnd then Kilked them as-an sxgpmpie

in the accaunts by Stafeay, Alexan, and Shem Pete, the Russians bacame mote wary of the Bena‘ina after this senigs
of confiicrs. Ospond” also concluded that “the bitterness of the natives towards the Russian intruders certainly
imited Russian expansion and probably many of the Tanana esoaped espleitation by keeping o0t of reach.”

""' Ly ThRcoam :I angd - Beaciy m A 13} A TTE



A Dena'ing alder netard:
The Kuszians had their headguarters in Kenai. [hey killed |ois of people and they took their women. They didn't
move into the [upper inlet] Dena’ing villages. They ware scared the Dena'ing would kI tham, They dida’l trap
much, The Bena'ina never [ the Buszsians up there [into the Jusitna RBiver country]. The Russians were too

cheapin trading. The Deng'ing did not allow them, They kill them. Mol even 2o ar teenly in a growp ga Lhere,
because too many natives.?

In 144, the Russian [sar Paul | granted a trade monopaky to the Russian Amencan Company (RAC], Subsequant|y,
Russian polices changed and direct subjopation of the Dena'ing was no domper 3 goal. Instead. the Russians intaracled
with the Dena‘ing through the geshga as middlemen in the fur frade. Many of the Upper Cook Inlet geshgs fraded at
the Ruzsian posts on the Kenai Peninsala. The Oena'ing gesiga jealously guarded their monopaly over trade in therr
territories @nd thair Dena'ing followers wera the sole parlicipants in haresting furs, Bacause participation in the

lrade and Lhe control of western Lrade geods created preslige Tor gesiga, the Dena'ing became firmby entrenched in
tha fur trade.s

The fur trade in Goak Inlet spread Tram the pasts &l Benai inland o lbamna Cake. Reparts in the mad P3N century by
Ruzsian American Company employse Yigdimir 2iateey, W wha stayed in Mazka and worked at the Ivonek frading post for
the subsequent Alazka Commercial Campany, noted That Dena'ina from Wiamna and Lake Clark had besn coming to trade
at Tyanek for zame time, Lievtenant Fagoskin's travel journals from the 1EADs also demanstrate that Russian intluence
had heen penstrating deep into Dena’ing berritory.

The nesw trade also enabled the Dena'ing goshgs o woerk a5 middlemen between the Ruzsians and other interior
Mhabazcan groups.!? Trade passed farup the frails, reaching the Interiee Abhakascans af the Upper Kuzkokwim River,
Beeording to Dena'ina oral tradition, Gigelas Tukda, & geshga from Alexander Creek, regularly crozsed the Alaska Range
1o trade Russian wares availabls to him at Cook Inlet with the Upper Buskokwim fthabascans.

Long agn, when the Bussians came, Digelas Tukda would cary amand a Russian gun, 'With his maternal uncle
he would 2o fa the interior Athabascans and trada with tham, selling tobacen, tes, and matches in axchange for
furs. From this Digelas Tukda became a Fich man. 13

[rade continuad in the upper Cook Inlet throughout the Russian Period. According W anthopolagist Linda Ellanna,

the Dena‘ina of Stany River traded with the Russians in the liamna Lake area and af Typnak. Several traval routes ware
used including fraveling across Tutnuil'ech’a Tustes [Merrill Pass) to Tyonek see Figure 2.1). A Tvonek thay obtained
commescial goods such as powder. shells, lead, and tobacco L5 dne pass that the Dena’ing of Lake Clark and Tyongh
used for trade was Chikalushan Testes [Chickalusion Pass). This trail branched off from Man Galah Tustes, the Telaguana
Trail, o fravel by way of Twin Lakes and then dosn the narth fork of the Tlikakila River fo Qizhjeh Vena Tesies (Lake Glark
Paszhs The pass was named after Chief Chickalusion from Tyonek and Kustatan.td This was 3 sharfer but rougher route
and the last time the pass was usad was in 132005 Stony River Dena’ina traveled to Cook Inlef for trada purposes as
deseribed by Pate Bobiy (PE) and Macy Hobson (MH), 59 whe tell of traveling up the Stany River through Teo Lakes and
pver Merrill Pazs to trade at [vonek.

MH: The people fram the Stony Reer would trade for poods with the Russians in the lliamna Lake ares. They
wauld alsa ma trom Stany Rever through Merrill Pazs to [yonek. A |at of Kijik people came fram Story River.

FEB: People used 1o travel from this river through Merrill Pasz o Tyenak to get commercial gonds. They did this
in bath bis father's and grandfather's fima.




Travel by iniand Oena'ing to Tyonek and other west Cook nfet villages for trade resulted in intermarmizge between Thass
Dena'ine regional groups. For gxample, an infand Dera'ing oral fradition relates that three sisters tram Tyonek married
into the Sty River and Laki Clark bands and are the ancestors of many inland Dena'ina today. Such marriages likely
facilitated trading refationshipy between Dena'ing cammuniies =

Trate between the Dera’ing and the Russrans continied throughout the Russian occupation of Alaska, Howeyer, due
tor thie dwinelling population of sea otters and othar fur bearing animals, the focus of the Ressian fur trade shitted to
sputheast Alaska. By the 1860s, the Russians were also sttempting to bypass Dena'ing middlemen by establishing

direct frading relatipnships with interior Athabascany. 2

THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH AND TRADITIONAL DENA'INA BELIEFS

Tha (raditional Oena‘ing worldview was based o0 8 respect for the natuesl world, which focused on reciprocity. In this
view, animals gve themselves to iumans and in return bumans must treat the animal remiains and their spirits with
respect Interaction betwaen the spirtual and the natural world was mediated by shamans, as discissed in the pravious
chapter. During public performances, shamans healed the sick, Iocated game, predicted tha weather, o found lost souls,
depanding on thesr strenpths-and specializations.

The Russian Orthodox mission to Alasks began at the request of Gregory Shallkat in 1784 Upon thewramival in 1794,

the olergy set about parforming baptisms and marrages. Later they protésted the abusive treatmest of Alaska’s
indigenous peoples by the fue traders 2 The clergy won concessions to provids basic kealth care and education for
native people where possible. However, the relationship between the Dena‘ina-and the Russians wes fhud and constantiy
changing. “Dana’ina country represented a common frontier situation with its nes of uncertalnty and a kaleidescape
of intersctions that included trade and clashes. peace and occasional military contlicts, cooperation and intermarmiage,
abuses, and reciprocity. "2 When Russian traders and Orthodos priests first attempted 1o expand their influence to
parts of the Cook Inlet ares, they met resistance on seviral occasions I addition, upon entering the Niamsa country,
ey were quickly repulsed by Dena’ina inhabitants. As they wert lesuing the area by a different route north inte the
Huskokwim Drainage, ane Russian expedition was kilksd by a hunting party,

A devastating small pox spidemic of the tate 18305 took the lIves of at teast half of the Cook Inlet Dena'ina (see Delow),
after which Russian missionary activities in the Cook Infet area intensified.® In 1845, Higrnmonk Nikolai estatijshed a
miksslon at Kenal, from which elergy made regular visits to the west side of Cook Inist, to the settizments of Pally Cresk,
Kustatan, Tyonek, and Chuitna as well as to settlaments in the Susitna Dfainage and Knik Arm. By the 18405, the
Russian American Company's policses of aggressive encroachmant. into indigenaus territory rad changed, The Russian
Drthadax Charch inen played an important rode i mitigating the priar negative mpacts of this i treatment. ™

Arcording to his own acomunts, Riussian Orthodas Priest Mikolal experienced early success in converting the Dena‘ina lo
Christianity, “Kenat natives willingly became Cheistians and nbayed his teachings of the Bibke They listenad attentively
and obliging the missionaries, ey abandonad their old dances and songs, substifuting religious songs that had been
translated into the language. All af the shamans became baptired and most of these becams the best Chrstians. ™™
Nevertheless, fater orthodon misskmaries continued o battle the influence of shamans. At this time Dena'ina religious
bisliats and practioes fikehy became & syngretism of traditional beliefs and Chirtstian teachings (see the nest chapter for
meare on this religiony: symerebism).




DISEASE AND DENA'INA DEMOGRAPHY

Waues of diseases brobght by Eura-Americans had devastating impagts on the Dena'ina papulation. The axchange of
goods such as beads, tea, and simple household items for fur was the primary motivation far early Russian esplorers
and fradess fo contect the Dena’ing. With this contact came 2 one-way exchange of disease, For thousands of years
Evropeans had lved in clase provmity to animals acquiring both their diseases and immunity fo these diseases. There
wera o immuniies among the indigenous peaple of the New World against these devastating illnesses.

Figuire 3.2
Estimates of Dena’ina Population
Yoar Poputation Seurce
Pre-ceentae! 300 {Lisiznshy 1814)
1800 2i7h {Hliebnia 1576)
1§19 (L {Tikhmeney 1978)
1826 1794 {Petraff 1584)
1830 1537 {Fedorova 1974)
1835 1564 {Fedorava 1973)
1840 06 (Fedarva 1973)
1B4S §16 (Fecarova 1973)
1851 1am iFedomva 1973)
56 1&00 (Fedarova 1973)
1860 1064 iFedarowa 13/3)
1865 764 iTownsend 1365)
LA 709 (Townsend 1565}
1875 66 (Townsend 1965}
L2ED a7 (Petrotf 1R824}
1280 Aty (Forfer 1893}
1863 1170 (ERliot 19005
14910 672 {4250 {145, Burnau of the Census 1513)
193 550 (Dsgood 1937)
1874 900 (Krauss 1974)
1562 & [Krauss 1982}
1590 Th {DGED 2005)
1547 Q00 (Krauss 1087)
2000 1274 10CED 2005)
| The figures from Townsand | 1565) and Fedargva (1973) oaly pertain to the Dena'ina papuletion
unsder the jurisdiction of the Kena: Mission,
E This incliedus thie 1030 Dena'ma fiving in i Cook (ndel area and 140 Dera'ina of the Nushagak ais
1The additingd 25 individuals ara ciass:find os creales.
Atagtd frim Fali (LGB7 16} with additin $rom Mraess 11907 and DCED (3005}




Fram an estimate of 4,000 to 5,000 pepple prior to European contact, the Dena’ing population likely began to decline in
the late 18th century 35 8 resuit at armed conflicts gnd diseases (s2e Figure 3.2 for [ena‘ing pepulation estimates). [n
the 18305, Russian estimates averaged around L300 Dena’ing, bul thess estimates are probably low bacause of the
remoteness of seme Dena’ing groups.®® Inthe late 1E30s, 3 smallpox epidemic decimated the Dena'ing population, and
alt least hall the population died. Although the Russian missionares went 1o great lengths to vaceinate the Dena’ing,
the population continued fo decline as naw diseases and the accompanying low morale atfected them. By 1860 as the
Ruszian period in Alazka's history was coming to a close. the Deng'ina populatian had dwindled to araund 937 23

SUMMARY: KFY DEVEIOPMENTS DURING THE RUSSIAN PERIOD

During the Russian perind, the Dena'ina of west Caok Inlat remained independant of direct control by Russian authoribes.
Mo permanent Russian settlements or frading posts were estatlished in their territory, The Dena’ing retained free and
apen access to all subsistence resources, Thair ivolvament in the fur frade built upen existing subsistence skills,

frade networks, and social relationships. To trade thair wares with Buszian posts in Cook Inlef the Dena‘ing of liamna
and Lake Clark traveled long destances across already establishad trade rontes through mountain passes to Typak

and cther Cook Inlef villages. This trade encouraged marriages betwesn the inland and cogstal Deng'ing. &lthough

the trade brought new goods such as clothing and weapans and prestige items, full depandence on lacal natural
rasaurcas continued. On the ather hand, diseases cul the Dena'ing pepulatien by half or mare, placing exrama stress on
traditional social organization and opening the Dena’ing community to new religious ideas, Neverthebess, at the pve of
the Russian sale af Alaska to the United States, the Dena'ina were still the majerity population in their hemeland.



Yt EARLY AMERICAN PERTOD 186 7-1900

IHE FUR TRADE

Atter the sale of Alazhka to the United States in 867, the assats of the Russian American Company were (ransferred

to Hutchinson, Kohl, and Campany, which was bought out by the Alasks Commercial Company (ACC) in 1872,
Eure-American trappers began to slowly fitter into the Cook Intef arez, craating a demand Tor local sources of westam
Eaods-such as clathing, cooking implemants, riflas &nd shells, and tobacco. Independent traders and ACC employess
travaled throughout upper Goak Inlet, trading western goods to the Dena'ina and others In exchange for firs. Trappess
benafited from (he competition between fur buyers.!  Also, the ACC estabilished additianal permanent fur trading posts
around Cook Infet By al least 1875, a permarant post operated af Tvanek, lollowed by stares 8t Susitna Station and on
the upper Knik Arm.* Thas the supply ol wastern goods avaitable for trade from the Americans was much greater than
during the Russian period. These imported poods became increasingly impotant in the Dena‘ing economy. Traditiona)
Depa'ing leaners, the geshioa, gained wealth and prestige by acquinng western goads and taking advantage of the high
prices that msulted from tha competition between rival trading companies, Qeshga also transported wastern goods,
gspacially supplies for miners, aver their own estabiished trails and new trails sat down by the growing population

ot Euro-Americans. Some peshgs (such as Chiel Pete of Teonek)® also ran their swin stoses, and some were hired by
Amettcan traders to conduct business on their behalf ¢
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The west Cook Inlet shareline provided the imterface for commerce between traders traveling by boat and the tand-based
[ena'ing, While the trade |n fur drew dpon sources from all amund the Cook Inlet area, several natural trade mutes
funneled tur from fhe Lake Clarh area to trading posts at Tvonek and lhamnpa (see Figure 2.1), Trading posts al both
Tranek and Susitna Station furmished the means for trappers to gapingt the far resources of the interior s

Like the Susitns and Matanuska River Valieys i the northam part of the inlet, west Cook Intat travet and trade routes’
followed major nver drainages and fraversed mountain passes. The Chakachatna River érains the Neacala, Chitligan,
and Nagishlima rivers, and trails leading to and from Cook Inlel followed these systems. The Nagishlaming River was an
pliemate route from the upper Skwenina Rieer. The Chifligan River had a route that led fo the upper Kuskokwim, and the
Anather River routs fed through Mereill Pass ta the upper Storiy Rives and o to Lime Vitlage, “Big Chilligan” Phillip, after
whom the Chillipan River is named, was a Tyonek geshgs and chiet win buill & catin on this river in about 18965 and
guided Stephan R, Capps of tha U5, Geological Survey through the area in the late 1920s.°
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Mocording ta Dena'ina from Lime Village, Chegl Chickalusion® and others traveled thiough Meerill Pass | Tutmetl acha
Tustes) and Telaguana Pass (Dilal Vena Tustes) from Rustatan with seal and other marine mammal products. I turn,
Lime Viltage people traveled o the inlet to trade and visit, Most of this fravel oocurred in fate winter!

Lake Clark Fass is 3 more difficult southemn roote also esed for trade by wesl Cook Inlet and Intand Dena’ing. 0 Today
this route s often used by planes traveling betwesn the cities and towins-of Cook nfet and the small communities of the
Laka Clark-lliamna Lake area, Bafore the armival of Euro-Americans, the Tena'ina forged a trall afong the Tikakila Hiver
northeast from Kijik on Lake Clark up ito the headwatars of tha north fork of that river by fidanka (kayak ar woidinin
Dena‘ing] and then down into Redoabt Bay near Kostatan U Chickalusion Pass (Chikefusher Tustes) s & branch of the
Lake Clark Pass, The trail started at Twin Labas, ocated north of Lake Clark, and proceeded east aver the pass and down
into the valley that holds the Thikakila River o

At one time 3 glacier blocked Lake Clark Pass. Pete Hoktedash of Nondalton described the dangers associated with
Limssing the glacer, 13

Onne a family was crossing a glacier going to Tyonek and 3 baby was drapped into & crevice, The haby was
tashed into a basket 5o it didn’t fall out of the baskel and wasn't hurt. The man lowered himsel! inta the

croyice with moose raw=hide rape {habwehe) and got the baby.

[ 1975, Pete Treton of Nondalton reported that this glacier had receded considerably over 1he past 50 years, 14



-

The lliamna Portage ( fus Much 'elpasht * pass-where-we- bring-things- 1ack™ is a centunias- old trail approvimataly 17
miles long, axtending fram the mouth of the liamna River thiough the mountains, along Chinkelves Creek to the head of
liamna Bay. In 1ELE, Peter Korsakovsky, an early Russian explorer and his party — most likek the first Europeans te use
Lhe pass —were guided by Dena'ing pver this portage during his trip to azsess the tur potential in the lliamna Lake regian, 1
[ha irail became the main route for bringing fur from the irterior near Lake Clark o Cook Inlet, The &CC, which ran a post on
liamna Lake, had a substation 5 miles fram the head of liamea Bay during the 18805 and 1830s &t a site called AC Point
Jahn W, Clark ran tha [liamna Post from the 18805 to 1897, He encouragad Bristal Bay Yup'ik p2ople to hunt sea atters an the
ook [niet side.is

In 1ES1, A Schanz'? vigited the village of Kilchiki (Kajikl on Lake Clark an his expedition far Frank Lesiie’s ifustrafad
Mewspaper His dascription is clear evidance of trade between the Inland Dena'ing and the wast Cook Inlet Dena‘ina.

[he nead-man of the village wore cowhide boots and a failed coat, and in fact, all the natives were mgra ar
less drassed in civilized garments. The houses and cachas were neatly built of hewn logs and planks, the
houses having windows made of the tannad skin of mountain sheep intestines. The whale villags bore an air
of respectability and cleanliness almost startling to one accustomed to the filth of Esquiman mud-hits, This
impressien was enhanced when upon antering the chief's hoose we found thers a small bax-stove with four
hules for cooking.  The chief had also built mimself 2 {able and & sleeping bunk. It spems that the aricles of
civilrad clathing ane furniture are obtzined by these peaple through intertnibal commerce with the natives of
Conk's Inlet. The chief himsell had paid repeated visits to the posts of Gook [nlet.
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Much of tha trade on the wast side of Coak [nlel in the garly Smerican period ocourrad at Tyonak, whers Dena'ing from
Knik and Zusitne Station axchangad their furs at the Alasks Commercial Company (ACC) post for western items.
interestingly the log boaks list these people a3 heing “Kinnick” and “Suchnting,” more likely indicating the regional band
of Ehese Dena'ing rathes than their spacific willages s The A5G past ab Tvanek hastad Ahtna fur trappers a5 well, For
exdmphe, on May 26, LB83, the ACC- records from Tyonek state that in tha “marning come 4 canoe and 1 skin hoat trom
Ahuchitna, and 1 skin boat of Copper River Natives iinging fur”

[ha astablishment of tur trading stations and the competition tor trade with these posts by the Dena‘ing and Ahtna
crealed conflicts. On December 26, 1885 the manager at the Tyonek ACC_ Viadimir 2tafeay, recorded the following
cantlict that accurmed af Phe knik station that cauzed the Bena'ing to fear their 8htna neighbors. 2 “Come Natives from
Kenick, fell one Copper River Matives killing agent of Benick, Mr. Held [sic; b Gearge Helt], Morning 13th December,
—LAth [rec." He then poes an to relate what happaned.

15th December: Come two Copper Natives, sells his fur, one Native start fo succeed, =0 apant throe ot him
trom store. After that three day him quiet. 18th December; Merning, agent come out from hause, that moment
natives will him from douile gun, natives shoot iim in the back and bullet to trace oot through to breast,
natives to watch him from woods. - Kenick, Shuchitna, and Tyoonnck Natives in fear, that Copper Natives mo
killing all natives,

Thiz incident relates how an Ahina person fried fo bargain with, or perhaps infimidate, the ACC agent and failad,
[he Ahtna then killed the apent. spreading tear of turther killings amang the local Dena'ina population. Although
the Inghanks suggest that arder was restored fallowing this incident. this passape demanstrates that the presence
ot outsider traders could dismpt traditional social relations. (This is similar to the incidents at Tonek in the 17905
summarized in the previous chapter ) There is ng mone indicabion in the ecords for that year that the Ahtna retorned o
[yonek to trade.2:

In 1857, demand for furs declined and the B0C dropped its prices substantially, The valwe of furs decraased by half and
the AGC stoppad extending cradit to Dena’ing trappers.£t  hese changes were a major blow to the Dena’ina aconnmy and
the pasition of the traditional leaders, the gesfhga With the decline in the fur frade, the focus of trading companies
shiftad to supplying Euro-dmerican mining oparations.

MINING

cura-Americans moved inta the upper Ceok Inlet Region in the late 191h cenbury in greater numbers than during the
Russian period as pald was discoverad an the Kenai Peninsula and Susitna 8azin. Mthough mining did nat play & large
role in the deselopment of Che west side of Conk Inlet watii the mid 12605, the quest Tor and axtraction of commercially
vialle depasits of ore and minerals in the Coak Inlet area bagan in the 184505 with Russian traders and mining enginesars
such a5 Doroshin and Pavalaft.:s Boroshin was known for his work in the coal and gold fields on the Kenai Peninsula. In
1553, Pavelott tound nil seeps at Oil Bay and Dry Bay east of Iniskin Bay, the first discoveries of gil in Cook Inlet, & man
named Edelman later stakad claims for ol i the grea, the first such claims staked in Aaska @ Between 1896 and 1508
praspectars with several companies attempted to drill for oil at Qil Bay. In 1E56, two men named Pomeray and Giffin
staked oil claims at Qil Bay, and organized the Alaska Petroleum Company, Another compary, The Alaska Qil Company,
drilled at neighboring Cry Bay. While the farmer drilled and foand considerabia deposits at gas, they ceased nparatinns
due 1o the high pressure and influg of salt water, The later compary found nothng in Ory Bay, In 1510, &l il tands in Maska
wera withdrawn from exploitation. and not entil 1520 did the faderal goventment pass lagislation far keasing ail lands.



While gold in amy significant quantity was never discovered on the west side of Cook Infet, the szarch for it following its
disgovery on the Kenai Peninsela and the Susitna River Basin éstabltshed Tyonek as a3 magor transil and sugply hub for
miners. The Turnagain Arm Goid Rash of 1895-1898 generated busingss for Tyoneh Station as it became an autfitting
posrt Tor many prospestors, @ mief méained into the early 20th century.”’ Deep deaft vessels could unload af Tvonek and
be trassterred to smaller vessels for trips infdnd,

Cappet daposits at the head of Cotionwood Bay (off of liamna Bay) were worked by George W. Dutton of the Dutton
Mining and Development Company. Operation of the copper ming by Dutton fasted from 1901 to 1900

The first commercial salmon fishery in Cook Inlet began on the Kenai River (n 1878, aperated by the Alaska Commeseial
Campany.® Early fishermen used dip nets, traps, and welrs with the lish salted in barrels for transport, In 1882, the
Alaska Packing Compary establishad the first Cook Intet cannery at Kasilof near Kenai and commercial fishermen
copsequently inoreassd their harvest efforts at ather locations ncluding Tydnak 10

Cannery vessets purchased salmon from the Dena'ing. They also fished at Tyanek and other west Caok Indet lagations.
These sabes and commercial harvests created shortages of subsistence salmon for the Dena'ina and displaced them
from thelr traditional fishing sites. For example, in 1837, the Russian Qrihodox priest Bortnovsky wrote in his journal;

The quantity of fish [salman] grows smakler each wear. And no wander: ach cannery annsally ships out 30,000
to 40,000 casas of fish. During the summes &kl the fishing grounds ame @mmad with Amesican fishermen and
of coirse the poor Indsen 1 forced to keep away i order to avedd unpleasant meetings with the representatives
of American Civilization 1!

The journals of the AGC agents ab Tyoneh in the 18805 and 1890= contain reparts of hunger amang the Tranek Dena'ing
that they attriboted to sale of salmon to canpery ships and reduced rons of fish, In June 1894, the ACC agent wrote that,
“No Fish-are running this year, ™

Cannery operations reached the west side of Cook Inlet in 1900 when CW. Ladd built & small saitery at the mouth of the
Chuitna River, six miles above the old village of Troneh.® The cannery did not employ local residents and Instead was
statfed by Euro-Amenicans and Chinese. Fishing efforts sonsisted of four fish traps and 20 gill net boats. In contrast

fo the pther almady sstpblished canneries ot Kenat and Kasilel, this new cannery was profitable, ot least temporarily.
Althdugh it made money in 1902, just two yesrs after it opened this small canneny was squeszed out by 8 price war with
larger crmpanies and was abandoned in that year. It was never reapened. Canpery operations were minimal dunng the
ngt few years, and cannanes did not refurn fo the west side of Cook Intet ontil 1919 when the Surf Packing Company
bullt a cannery at Snig Harbor ™ Hand-driven fish traps were set up by independant fishermen and canneries near
Tyonek thraughout this perod. The beginning of & boom in the Cook Infet commercial frshery in the early 20th century will
hie discussed further in the nast chaptar,




RUSSIAN ORTHOOX MISSION ACTIVITIES

Russian influence in Coak Iniet continued aftar the sale of Alaska o the United States in TBG7 through the activities of
the Russian Orthodax Church. &fter 1867, the Orthodox Choroh (0 Alaska found itsalt with fewer econamic resoorces
and persemmel, although o continied o receive mavimal Tunding from the Russian Tsarina. Due to the tack of Orthodos
prigsts in Alaska, th Drthoday Chusch had an accepting attitude and self-govering palicy regarding the Dena'ina

that encouraged them to accept the new beliefs.:® Many parishes trained local leeders to perform ceremanies and a
greater degres of tuferance was given for looal traditions. In addition, the partisl success of vaccinations in the 18605 by
Orthodax priests fed the Dena'ing to connect the healing powers of the vaccinatsns with the power of Orthodoey. ™ As a
resull, according to Znamenski's histooy of the Dena'ing and Russian Oritodoy, the church gained a popular following of
worshipers. i Znamenski’s view, given the weak presenca of the Russians m Cook Inlet, adoption of Russian Orthodoey
can be considered not an impastion, but rather the Dena'ina’s own choice " Chapels wers estabiished at Kustatan,
Tyonek, Susitna Station, and Eklutna after the sale ol Alaska to the United States. Russian Orihbdoay became a viable
part of Dena'ina gpirituality

Over time the Orthode retigion had-a profound effect on tha Dera’ing, exhibited in their settiement and land ose
patterns, Becaose the Deaa'ing were motivaded to participate in the highly ceramanial and Icomc practices of the
church, they were influenced by the clergy to move settlemants, constnect chapels, and contribute money. #

Klaska Commercial Compamy® records for Tronek nate that the Russian Orthodix Church remained active afier the
transtar of the terrtory o the United States  The ACT manager in Tyonek In 1882 records the progress of the bullding of
& new church. The arrival of priests from Keaal is noted a5 wall. Tronek elder Sava Stephant: deschibes the way Orihodo
instruction was transmitied in Tuonek between the 1920s and 1940s. This account lthely reflects practices in the ats
LBth century as wail:

Gld Chief [Simeon] Chickalusion used 1o be working in church, he knew how to read Russian. He was trying fo
bearn fram Father Paul Shadura, He was trying to leam Russian to hold service, Chickalusion leamed how g
read in church and he way teaching a Tyonek bay, Nickafoe Aloxan. He was teaching him how to read in church.
Nickator held. sesvices thes after Chickalusion disd.

Shamans tontiniad to be laaders within their communities, taking positions within the Orthodan Chursh 4 The Orthodas
faith became 3 blend of the traditional animistic and the naw Christian religmn. &n ekample is the “Kustatan Bear
Story” a5 retated by Maxim Chickulusion of Tyoneh, who leamed the story fram his father Theadors Chickalusion, = one

of the patticipants in thig story @ In the story, todd in the garly twentieth centery, two Hiamaa shamans battled with

the peapde of Kustatan. Afwnting party from Kustatan discovered & cache, robbed it; and refurnad to their willage. The:
peapta of liamna learmed their cache had been raided and, suspecting the Kustatan peodle. sent twa shamans in the
tarm of & giant brown bear ta kill the people of Rustatan. The bear altacked the village each night and for thrae days
the men of the village shot al the bear but never Injured if. Not until the final night whan they used shatls thay had filled
with incenise from the chirch were they abi to kill thi beae. The stary then relates how a Kustatan shaman drove the
llramna shaman bachk to ligmna. Al the seme time, in retatiotion, the Kastatan shaman sent walves 1o eat the Hiamna
peopte out of food, by burning atfigies of walves in a fire. Conseguently, the lllamne pesple starved,

This story not anly refales aspects of traditional shamanistic power, but the growing impartance of the new religion,
Whila ﬂ'arm'm; shamans tonfinued to de battie in the spiritual realm, it was only through hmm_s_,i_ng the povwar of the
church that people were ablé to protect themselvee It is also 2 patent demaonstration of how people have nat separated
the naw and the old raligions but havé construcied o syncretic belief system. In effsct, Dena'ina were abie fo gain power
and pratection from each sed of befiefs,



DEMOGRAPHIC TRENDS

Epidemic disease was rampani among the Dena’ing during several periods in the tate 13th and early 20th centiries.
Descriptions of these events among tha Dena'ing who fived on the Kenal Peninaula can be found in the journals of
aarly sattlors & logs kept by trading post officrals. and Dena’ina wal history. Russien priesis and later American
missionaries did their best tn vaccinate Alaska's indigenous people against disease. However, efforts came too late

in some cases. In the 189(x and early 19005 the Dena'ing population of the west Cook Inket villages of Paily Craek,
Kusstatan, and others began to converge on Tyonek after disease reduced thair numbers, By 1890 many Dena'ing had
abandoned their smaller setllaments and had moved closer to the Euro-American trading posts-and missions. The
ettects of the 1918 influenza epidemic wese so great that by the sarly 19305 the inhabitants of westem and upper Cook
Inlet Dena'ina willages of Krota Creek Susitna Station, Alexander Craeh, Kustatan, and Tyonek consolidated al Tyanek
undar the ladership of Simean Chickalusion ¢

The commesxial fishing industry estabished processing facilities al several locations, of which Tisedni Bay was the
first and primary focai paint. In the tats 1800s, Tusedni Bay offerad the only despwiter ancharage for large vessals
transporting gold miners and seftlars. Settlers homesteaded on fands along Cook Inlet bot their poputation was
spocadic. Gannery operations were 2stablished in 1919 at Snug Harbor on Chisik |stand, ® Other sites where packing
plants were sat Up included Kustatan (the Kustatan Packing Gumpany) and at the mauth of the Chuitna River narth of
Tyoneh, where O 0L Ladd establishied a trading post in 1890 and a saltery in later years. These companies and those
mentionéd above brought in Eura-Amavicans and Chinese to.work in the canneries. Few of these workets shayed mos
than a-fow months, especially as the fisheries were seasonsl and the cannaries remaimad closed for a portion of the year.
In many cases. affer ona processing facility closed. workers moved on to ather canneries afsewhens in Alaska. o

With the saie of Alasky to the Unsted States, commercial actiities in the ook Infet area increased. High fur phces,
fueled by competition among rival trading companias, benefitid the Dana’ina sconomy, but the fur trade collapsed by
1900. Commerciai fishing and explorafion for gold and other minerals resulted in & much greater nan-nafive presence
iin the Cook Infet Area than during the Russian period. Thete were more stores and more supplies of westem goods,
bt alse more competition with thase newcomers for respurces. Trade increased traffic batween the coast of west Cook
Inlet and the infand Dena'ing communities throagh passes such as Mermill Pass, Telequars Pass; and Lake Clark Pass:
Introduced diseases continued to 1ake a heavy foll of Dena'lna lives. A syncretism of traditional and Russian Orthoadox
heliets took hold within most Dena‘ina comminities. The reduced Dena'ina populatian began to cansalidate at & few
villages, with Tyanes grawing al the expense of smailar placas becausa of its church, store, and central location within
transportation natworks,
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OVERVIEW OF DEVELOPMENTS, EARLY AND MID 20TH CENTURY

Introduction

Nstrang sense of place iz embedded in the memories of the people of the west side of Cook Inlet. When current and
formar residents tell thair stories aof this area they do so in 2 way that descrines particular locations, Athough tha west
side of Coak [nlet may seem remote today, il has not been solated from the developments of the lata 15th and 20th
canfuries in the larges Cook In'ef area, These changes included the sspansion of the commercial {ishing industry: it and
235 exploration; development of new modes of tfransportation; the continuing ettects of apidemic disease; the arrival
and saltlgment of nan-native trappers, fishermen, mingrs. and homestegders; and the continuing consolidatinn of the
Dena'ina population in fewar villages and it orban cenders such 5 Anchorage and Kenai.

The following dizcuzsion begins with an overview of the changes that ncourred in the west Cook Inlef study area during
tha late-19th century and contenued thraugh much af the 20th century. This discussion continues with a focus on the
penpde and avants Lhat shaped the wast zide of Goak Inlet in particular places (see Figura 1,10, The discussion covers the
changing face of the Dena'ing world, how the Dena'ina influenced the direction of development of Cook Inlet in 2conomiz
and zocial terms, and how Eurp-Amencans wecame inteprated into and transformed Dena'ina sociely,

Demography

In the garly 20th century west Cook Inlel was sparsaly settled and was utilizad by Gena'ing resifents and recent Euro
American immigrants largely for its fizh and wildlife respurces, Therg were oo permanent seftlements in the fosthills
af the Aleutian Range and Chigmit Mountains, although Dena’ing trails fraversed the area, with camps and caches
spattered along thase rautes. The Dens'ing were tha primary accupants af the area and continead their seasonal
movemients up and down the cozst and through the mountam passes to Old liamna village, Jizhyef Kena (fater to he
named Leke Clark], and the Telaquana/Stony Biver courtryt This pattam of land ase changed with £he transition of the
reginnal econamy, Which became focused around frade certers and canneries in communities such as Kenai, Tonek,
Susitna Slation, and Knik.

The serias of disease epidemics discussed in the pravious chapter took the lives of many Dena‘ing. Their coatral of the
araa diminishad because of the conseguant breakdown of the traditional Tamily units and clan organization, Duripg the
100-vear perigd petwean the 18405 and 1940, other factors also changed Dena‘ing satfoment pattams, including an
axpanding cash ecenomy, religious and social changes. government land szttlement programs. and Bureau of Indian
Affairs education policies. As the viability of west Cook Inlet Dena'ing communities declinad, servvors from various
settlements cansalidated in larper communities such as Niamna, Rondallon, Benal, Ninlchis, Taonek, @nd Anchorage.

During this time of flux ameng the Dena’ing population, there was an immigration of nan-native people, primarily from
the lower 48 states and wastam Europe, associated with late 15th and early 20th century mining. commercial fishing,
and the Tur trade. Mest wera men who came wilhout families and marmiad Deng'ing women, Conlemporarny summanmes

in Tyoriew such as Standifer. Bartels, McCord, and Trenton gre oiees o the history ot these {amilies. These men aten
adpptad traditional Dena’ing ways of [ife, especially related te subsistence praclices, However, they also introduced
many western European ant American social practices. and the marriages may have drsraplad the traditianal matrilingal
clan organization. On the cther hand, the children of these mxad marriapges were raised in Dena‘ing villages with the
assistance of axtendad Dena'ina families, and were enculturated inte many Dena‘ing beliefs and practices, as well as
the Buszian Orthedax religion. As 2 resulf, these Eurn-American men becama a part of Dena'ing society a5 a whole and
added their memaries and fistory 1o the west side of Cook [nlet.
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Thi integration of Eysa-Amerscan men inlo Deng'ing sociaty came about at the same tima that American missienaries
and educators were endaavaring 1o assimilate Alasks Natives into mainytream American socisty. While the Eurg-
fimericans who marmed inta Dena’ina families were legrming to trap, bunt, and tish within the context of Dena’ina
practmes and worldview, educators with the Bureau af Indian Affasrs were lrying 10 force childrn to legm English and
adopt American ways of living? As Hensel* notes, learning traditional means ol subsistence is one of the few aspects of
Alaska Native lifestyle that has been valued by mainstream Ewrp-Amarican cullure in Alaska,

| Eurg-American immigrants brosght contepts of land ownership that did not farmerly exist amdang the Dena'na, Many
immigrants aiso fook advantage of the apparaat “open” land and the disrupted political condrtion of the Native
inhabitants to establish home sites, trapping areas, and fishing locations of their own. Even though the [ena'ia had
Iett heir earfier wintar villages, they had not left the ragion and confinued fo return to thelr traditional hunting, fishing,
and trapping areas for subsistence purpnses amd for commercial lishing. Some Eusa-Americans maintained respect
for the Wwnp-time Native ocospants who they encounterst. For them i appeared (hat the west Cook Inlet area was stil
occupied and "controlled” by the Dena'ing. For eample, life-long Seldovia resident Fred Elvsars.’ who began traveling
throughout the West Cook Inlet area with his father in the 19405, obsarved that, “At the tum of the century, Tyones pecple
{Dena'inal controflpd the ama " Ho continued his observations of the peeple who had mavad inta the Deng'ina territary in
liter years as faflows:




acattered along the shareling fwest Cook inlet). thare were peopke with homes. fnd yau could almost say that
the peeple wha lived alang these were almast as scatterad as the Natives were before them. There was never
enough foad for @ hundred peaple, but there was a family here and there. Just like Seldovia, there was naver
a tiwn hiare until the charch came, People were at avery little cresh, and there was a home. When the priest
came he said they had to be in sight of tha church. They didn't know why, but that's what they did. Than they
had to live in log homeas. Thay wera getting megdarm then

In the early 1300z, independent fishermen, trappers, and minars sattled and astablishad camps al Tarmer Dena‘ing

srtes ncluding Kustatan, Harriet Paoint, Polly Creek, Tuxedni Bay and Chisik |sland, lahnsan River, and sevaral lpcations

in Chinitna and lliamna Bays. Some of thesa newcemers occupiad Lhe ares year round, while athers moved seasanally
between thair cabing and camgpsitas in these areas. and Benai. Ninilchik, Homer Seldavia, Tvonek, and Ancharaget Zame
af the peapla who moved into the area were Alaska Metives whe had ancestral ties to these fands.

Thee wast 2ide of Coak Inlet was not congiderad “remole” o Deng'ing people who had lived there for generations and
[rved invillages. But the area did seem ramate for some of the naw seltlers because of their mare independent way ot
Iite and their perception of being distant from cther settied arcas. These setflers never astablished new communilies
that resemblad a Native village or nan-native town. Stapke supples were usoally cblained from schooners supplying
ganneries and tenders or barpas transiting the area. Evervane relied heavify on the local wild resowrces and gardeas Tar
their supplies of meat and Tish and fresh prodoce. All the salmon spacies, the majority of frashwater tish, halibut, smelt
and clams marina mammals, including seals and beluga, ware harvested as were maoose, bear, caribon and many small
EaMe Species.”

Construction of the flaska Railroad in 19041915 brought a new wave of immigrants info sauthcentral Alaska, Most
wera men wha had skills in enginegring, canstruction, and mechanical trades. After the railraad was completed many of
thesa paople found cash johs in ather parts of Alaska, while others bagan commercial fishing and trapping in the country
along tha wesl sida af Cook inlet gnd the Susitna River Basin.®

[nthe 19203 and 1930, the L3, Goverpment implemented land settlement programs in Alazka intended to boast the
depressad acaneiny in the lower 4% states, By the 1940s, homesteading programs opened up territorizl land, legitimized
seftlement, and deaced ewnership of lands formery cccupied by the Dena'ina.s Skawly, through cormpetition for resoures
and private settlemant, the Dena'ing wera forced oot of much of their raditional vse areas. The Buregu of Indian Attairs
approach o assisting the Netres was thraugh establishing schools at Kenai, Teonek. and Eklutna where allendange and
speawing English wers mandatory requirements. Their primary goal was to assimilate Katives inte the American coltbura
“and make them eseful to the white-man, "t

World War Il was the nest event that brought 2 new wave of immigrants to Alaska. Japanase military occupation of wo
flentian Islands resulted in the L5 and Canadian mspansa of constructing the Alazka Canada Highway, mililary bases,
and related intrastructure, which broeght another surpe of people. After the war, many pesple stayed in Alaska and
established themselvas in businessas and Turthered other pursuits. Some people moved into the commescial tishing
industry, trapped, or guided huntess along tha west side of Cook Inlet.

Commercial Fishing

A discussed in the grevisus chapter. commercial salmen fishing was one of the major activities that directly affactad
tha Dena'ina beginning in the 18805, [0 the second decade of the 1300s, the commercial fishing industry axpanded
rapidly in Cook Inlet owing in part to the demand for canned salman during Woeld War L AL this time the Alaska fishing
industry was run largely by culside west cosst infarests, They controlled the fishing grounds by financing fish traps and
fioats from winch they bought tish, and often thay used strong-arm tactics ta keap aut independent fisherman,




Cennesy operations bagan in eamest on the west side of Cook Inletin 1915 when the Surl Packing Company built &
small cannary 3t Snug Harbor, Chisik island in Tuxedni Bay. & This cannery began & an experiment to detarming if clam
resources were abandant enough to process and sell. This proved successtul and opened the way for the processing of
salmon and the abundant clam resaurces avallzble o the tidal fhats around Cresent River and Polly Creek. The clam
cannery lasted until 1927 when markel conditions necessidated the shift from clams to salmon. Although processing
clams continued on 2 smail scade ot & fow Cook Inlet canneries including Seldovie and Kustatan, the majar amphasis
was the canning of salmon. 1

A slump in the fish market caused by the ovee-production of canned:saiman ended i 1922, when the salmon industry in
Gook Inlet began a ton-ywar boom. Twenty-sin new canneres were bullt, inchiading two o the west side of Cook Inist at
gites important to the Dena‘ina: the Kustatan Packing Company built & cannery st Kustatan in 15929, and the West Coast
Canming Company built a cannery at Polly Creek in that same year.

While canning was the preferred method of fish preservation in the fatges operations, the smallar plants sakted salmon
When canneries developed the capability to keep fish oold and quickiy haul them on fenders to large processing plants
at Keman ar Snug-Haebar, most of the cannerles wera bought out and closed. Tha niember af Caok inlet canneries dropped
from 22-in 1930 to 9 in 1532.14 The only west side facility lo remain open was Snog Harbor Packing Company at Chisik
Iskand, which operated until 1980,

Some nan-native fisnermen who were able to make 8 good portion of thesr annuat cash mcome from fishing setiled
along the west side, For many, trapping became & winter time actvity and cash sapma (ther fisherman used thair camps
seasonally and moved back to communities to wark in wage jobs during the winter manths, A few entered the fledgling
2uding industy ' Most west Coak Inet Bena'ina lived in Tyonek and traveled fo fishing sies along the shorgline, In winter
they trapped much of the traditional use ar=a south of Tyonek to Kostatan and between the mountains and Cook injet.

Early fisheries regulations and restrictions in Cook intet included the establishment of a fishenas resenvation in order to
prodect te cesauree. A permit system raplaced the reservation system through the White Act in 1924 and set up small
districts that could be more easlly managed

The greatest change in commercial fishing in the second hatl of the 20th century occurred in 1955 when Alaska achieved
statehood and the Statehood Act transfarred control of fisheries resources to the state. One of the first acts of the Alaska
legislature was to autiaw-galmon traps, which had been & major means for catching fish for the canning mdistry. Y

This. faw broke the- manopaly on fish karvest held by the indestry. and allowed mdepandent fisharmen to obitain peemits
and harvest an aliocation of the resource. One of Cook Inlet's main pracessurs, Libby, had estabiished cannary sites
thraughout Alaska and sold its canneries immediately after this act.!* Forfunately for Coak fniet fishermen, angther
campany bought the cannery and processing of fish i Kenai contimees fo fhis day.

In 1317 and 1918, the Beluga Whaking Company beiefly sttempted a commercial harvest of beluga whales &t Beloga
River on the wast side-of Cool Inlet. Beluga fat and skins were processed Into oll and hides.'# A second commercial
beluga whaling operation oceurred m the | 9305 Tyonek residents worked on the profect. The whales were Bensad and
the oil from the fat and the maat wese sold In Anchorage. In later years, baluga whales were taken by hunters from
aroiind Cook Inkel including Tyonek, and the products of fat and mesl were sald to the Native Hospital and to anyone wha
wanted the food

Mineral Development

As noted m the previoos chapter, all oil lands m Alaska were withdrawn from exploitation in 1910, In 1920, the federal
povernmet passed lgistation for leasing oil lands. Immediately, 30 lease applications were filed, covesing nearly 80
theusand acres of land araund lliamna and Chinitrea bays on the Iniskin Peainsula,



In LA11 Urian il ot Cgliforria tnocall Degan drilling ane marketing ail products on the Kenai Peninsulazt and

thiz shifted the fonus of oil developmant away from west Cook Inlet. |n 1936, Iniskin Drilling Company, led by BE.
Havenstrite, drilled test walls on Uhe wesl side at Fitz Graek in Chnitna Bay. In the 15505, exploration cortinuad, tns
time by the Havenstrite Oil Company, but the wells were dry. Meanwhile, Unocal and Marathon il discovered 2as in the
swanson River fields on the east side batween 1935 and 1960

In the 19505 and 19605, Benai Peronsula and wesl Coak [nlel ol and pas discoveries and develepment Sraught another
surge af immigrants ta the Cook Inlat area wha mostiy sattled in urban areas. These nawcomers diftered from earliar
arrivals in that their focus was profits from petrolesm. Aszociated with this urban population growth was an increasing
inferest in the recreational pursuil of wild resources. For this graup of peaple the ight airplane became & comman
mezns of personal ranspertation infa the bush, Skilled milots were abla o guickly access lakes, grave! bars, bundra, and
beaches that earlier would have taken cays traval.

il and gas gxnlocation was rekindled along west Caok Inlet in 1960 when the Beluga River gas field north ot Tvanek was
discovered. b zeries of discoveries on the Middle Ground Shoal. at Granite Poirt, and at Mehrther River, brought oifshore
production to a reality beginning in 1967, Mast of the early oil explorstion gnd development did net directly affect west
side Dena’ina. Exploration activities did reveal pas deposits on Tvonek lands, howeer, and in the L9605 the Tyanek
natives racaived over 311 million for drilling rights (morg on this davalopment will ke discussed in the nest chapter)




Transpartation

At tha turn of the 208h century, all transportation fo
Alaska was by schooner and steamship As the gold rush
(miemastied, trding companies took sdvantaps of the
commercial opportunities by using thisir schooners fo haol
passangers and freight northwards. The main ports of
cafl were Valder, Seward, Kodiah, Tyonak, amd Seldoviz,
Within the inlet, the system of transportation from Tyonak
and Seldovia imtially includad & Neat of shallow draft
slocps ani Bater gas-powar boats thal serviced smaller
communities ke Hoge, Sunrse, Susitna Station, Knik,
and Ship Creek (Ancharage). Thase craft were necessary
tecause of the shallow watess in the river mouths of the
uppar inlet, expesed mudtiats and sandbars at low tide,
and swift tidal corrents 12

One of the gas boats, the Sea Lin. wes buikt, pwned,
and operated by Johann “Red” “lack” Barteds. “Hed” was
barn in Germany in 1860, and a5 & young man, worked
an & British whaling ship, He want to San Francisoo m
the |ale 18O0s and worked om & sealing hoat that went fo
the Aleutian Istands. He evantually arrived in Tyanek and
ran & gas boat called the Lina Khauling passengers and
freight, betwean Tyanek, Susitna Station, and Knik He
was-imvodvad in varsous businass deals, and eventually
built the S Lion which be used an mail contracts.
fredghfing, and passanger services around he-upper
inlet including Hope and Sunrise, “Red” Bartes also
ran cannery tendars Tor W), Emard, wha had cannerigs
ot Polly Creak and Ship Creek, and for Al kones, who
awned the Ristatan Packing Company.2t Amang Bartels”
many frignds was the Maska landscape painter Sydnay
Laurence. In the early 1900, while wailing out the wintar
in Tyonek, Laurence stayed st Bartels' house and used

a second story roam for his stidio, The mom had 3 very
small window and because Laurence needed more hight |0
arder to paint, Bartels accommeddated by anfarging the
window. Whila thare, Lausence painted a fittle known
portrait of Tyonek at its 1800s kocation on Tyonek Creek
Lawrence did not narmally paint portraits of peaple,

but on at least one aceasion he made the exeption by
painting “Red” with his charactenistic shorl-stemmad
pipe in his mowth.»

Bartels marnied Texenna “Minnie” Trenton of Tvonek

in 1885, She had bean born at the traithead to one of
the Lake Clark trails, probably Kustatan, Their family
tates Hvad in Anchorage and spent much of the summaer
manths in Tyomek whare Minnie liked to put up fish and
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he with her relates. They had three sons. and one son, Harry, served a5 8 marine in the South Pacific and in lapan pasl
Warld War ||, Harry resided in Tyonek with his tamily until the spring of 2005 when he moved to Anchorage.=

CHrer wall known gas boat owners 2nd aparatars whi wrked Uhe kel in the early part of the century included WE. “Billy" Austin
wiho ran the Aler, N1 "Nick™ Gaikama who also ran the Sea Lian, and Jack Fialds who ran the Dime cut of Seldovia. These boats
provided vital transgortation in the shallow waters and rdver mouths of the upper infet

By the early 15505, tha west sida of Cook Inlet remained relatively remofe and inaccessible from east side communities
[yonek had lost its importance a5 a trading, transportation, and freighting hub. Light airceaft, maotorized skiffs, and
cannery lenders wene the pnmary means of aceess, and safe navigation of the inlet required extensive knowladge of tha
tides and weather. Winter access was passible for non-logals by spowshoe and dogsled and the newly develaped snow
maching, but told weather travel was mainky braved by permanent west side residents ar shi-equipped aircraft.

In the 19505 and L9605, commernzial air tasi sarvices hecame the primary link betwean the Mandafton, lliamna, and
Tyonek areas. Spernak Airways, also known as tha “Indian Airways." was founded by George Spernak in 1551, Basad
at Merrill Field in Ancharage, they served Tyonsk, with beach landings, and ather west Goak Inlet sites throughout the
decade to pressnt day.® Oren Hudson, established Hudsan &ir Taxi and was criginally based at Nondalton in 1957
He latzr maved his baze af aperations 1o Meroll Field and tlew for over 50 years throughout the region =

+ e Sea Lion ai ATiF i 1 :.'_:l_:_




PLACES, PEOPLE, AND PATTERNS OF USE

Tie Fodlowing is a description of spesific ncations on the west side of Cook Inlet that are impartant for the Dena'ina
and for historically fater arrving Exro-Amearicans This discussion beging in the southem reaches of the study area
and moves norhward o the upper bouniery above tha community of Tyonek (Figore 6.1 Dena'ina Geagraphical Map)
Dera'ing names are utilized where possible. This overview doas not draw from all the patential sources af information




g3

] _._ﬁ.:_m DU i) ey
thepy jeydiidnan i ruag
' andiy




Rathar, if provides examples that exemplity the peneral patierns of zotflement and cooupancy. The lack of archacological
ar oral history infarmation Tor a particular placa does nat mean that & human presence did not emist. Many individuals
and families lived in and used west Cook Inlet, and those with knowledge or writlen dacumentation about a partecular
place may not have been located during the research for this report. Further research to document additional family
histories is strongly recommendead.

lliamna Bay

Althaugh & Dena'ing name Tor liamna Bay has not besn recorded, there are saveral names for places within the bay.
These include Fadghuk’a Telitt “whera-tockles-are-gathered” (Diamend Point located al the mouth of Cattonwoad Bay),
Hiaptakhi wiCottonwood Bay), and {'anich Muf “fo zlesping” (the beach at the head of the bay where Williamsport is
now hicated) &

As discassed in the previous chapter, liamna Portage was the primary ravel and Lrade route betwesn lower Cook kel
and the lliamna and Lake Clark region. & number of fraders, axplarers, genlngists, and travebers, including the Kuszian
gxplarer Karzsakovskiy in 1818, ethnologist lohan Adrian lacohsen in 1883, and hinlogist Wilfred Ospand in 1902, vsed
this raufe,?

Hannah Broecase gives an ecedlent daseription of the hardships faced when traversing this pass in 1508, Although
nther roufs cover the distance batwaen Hiamna Lake and lower Cook |nlet (far example, from Cattorwood Bay to Meadow
Lake through Faliggens fusfes “dry glacier paszs™) the Alaska Road Commission developed the [liamna Portage roote in
Lhe 192021

[n the 1930=, Fred Roshl took aver ownership of 3 warehause at @amich M Olliamsport) used fos receiving and
storing traight headed for liamna Lake, Mail was alzo hauled from Gook Inlet over this route o 01 Hiamna Yillags,
by carriers such as Mike Jensen. The warehouse had been built by Hans Seversen sometime betwesn the mid 1520z
and the 1930z,

In the 1950 and 1960s, the Morrison-Knudsen Construction Gompany constructed a automabile accessible mad through
the lliamna Portage that was used to haul boats from Cook Inlet bo lliamna Lake. This enabled commercial fishermen

bound for Bristol Bay to travel 8 much shorter route down liamna Lake and the Kvichak River instead af the lang trip
arpund the Alaska Peninsula.® This mute is proposed for use by the Pebble Mine propect to haol gold and copper are
from the mine site wast of lliarmsa 19 lidewater an Cook Inlel.

Elvsaasy noted thal several Kenai Feninsula Dena'ing {Kanaitza) have allobments an the west side af Cook Inlet incloding
in lliamna Bay. Also, the ate Percy I, Blatchiord, who was originally from the Zeward Peninsula and wazs a longtime
resident of southcentral Alaska, hunted marine mammals on Caok Inlet and had a homestead parcel in Cottonwoad Bay.

Kigidhn Ts tzniaitou “someone-is-holding-Kayak river” ~ Iniskin Bay

[his bay is immadiately north of lliamna Bay and has served a3 3 desp water part because of its pratected waters. |t has
otten provided shefter for cargo ships delivering monds fa the liamna Bay portage.

Russian traders werg the first to note ol seeps in Gook inlet at Iniskin Bay. Eventually, in the 15#0s, tha entire [niskin
Peninsula became the focus of coal and oil axplorabion and development, [niskin Bay is ong of the propozed deep water
purts for the Pebble Mine projeat 2



Tsanitay “rock island river” or “rochs-are-there-river” ~ Chinitna Bay
Curing the early Russian era in Alaska, Chinitna Bay was noted for a large population of s2a otters. The shellfish-rich
shallow waters of the hay were ideal saa ofter habitat. The bay was frequented by s2a otter hunters until atters were

evantually eliminated from the area -

[n 1898, the U3 Gaological Survey pave “Chinitua” as the native name for the bay. A trail paes from the head of the
bay up Trail Creek through Portage Pass along Portapa Creek and into the right arm of Iniskin Bay. By taking this route.
Dena‘ina traveling to Iniskin and liamna Bays avaided the exposed suter coast of the Iniskin Peninsula.

The Iniskin Peninsula was the lacation of some of the earliest ml exploration and development in Alaska. Havenstrite
Ridge was named after A.E. Havenstrite. who headed the Iniskin Qil Drilling Company that explored for oil along Fitz
Creek in 1936, The drilling oparation never produced any oil dee to trouble with salt water in the drill bole, 2 lack of money,

and expired drilling permits, Consaquently, drilling ended in 1939,

Gaikama Cresk is named after “Mick” Gaikema wha,

in the 1930z and 1940z, ran the gas boat Ses OFfer,
hauling drilling supplies and equipment for the Iniskin
(il Crilling Campany to their site on the south side of
Chinitna Bay. After oil drilling operations closad down,
Nick was & watchman af the zite and died thers of 2
heart attack in June 1943 3

Annther longtime resident of the area, George “Grag”
Brown, was born in the late 18G05. He was of German
Athabascan, and Aleut heritaga and graw up in Kenai.

Braven maved to the west side of Cook [nlet in the 15305

He trapped furbearers and guided hunters there, His
cabin was located at Chinitna Bay. Brown died in a
rid-air crash over Chinttna Bay in 1945 while haar
hunting.® [n the outzide of Chinitna Bay o the sast
and just bewond Spring Point is Herb's Lagoon, named
for Harh Brown, Gegepa Braven's brother and a trapper
in the ares.

Fred Efvsaass describad traveling from Seldovia to
Chinitna Bay in the 19505, He and his father and other
fishermen went there primarily tor fall fishing for silver
salmon. There was no early seazon fishing for kings like
thera was farther up the inlet at Redoubt and Trading
gays. Un thair trips to Chinitna Bay they alza hunted
moase and dug clams. On one trip, Fred and one of his
unclas towed & large dory, and planned ta camp at Seal
Spit and then go up Portage Creek fo hunt monse. By
the time they had their camp set up. they had killed two
moase very nearby. On that same trip, they fished for
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silvars at Seal Spit, but caupht nothing but chum satmon, gbout 200 0 ail. They moved their net across the bay to Ciam
Cove, and caught the sitvers. Whide there. the group alse dug clams and stosed them m wooden kegs.

Robert and Mary Haeg provide another esample of the pattern of dispersed settlement within the wast Cook Inket ared.

[ 1976, the Haeg's bought prapery fod & cabin site on the north shora of Chintna 83y, They moved fo the e, cleared
land for a cabin. and grew hay for their hatses. They began commescial fishing for halibut and saimon, Fhey als0 raised
and home-sohoalad their son Dovid who latsr ieamed how 1o fly airpfanes and established his family's big geme guiding
busingss and lodge &t Swift River and Licky Lake in the Mulchatna River country. After the Exon Yalder ol spifl they
expenianced Inwes fish prices and fewer fish. With these conditions, and as they got older. they quit commescial Tishing
anil began to offer tourists the expenience of the remaote ares and the apportunity lo view bears in & natural setfing. They
confinued to ohtain mech of their food from wild resources an the surmaunding area. e

Chinitna Bayis 2 popular location for clesmming, During low tide small pianes can land on the saft beaches. This allows
far 46 hours of clamming before the plengs must leave. Each summer residents of lliamna and Newhalan charfer
planes to Hy to Spring Paint at Chinitna Hay for clamming. A number of tour businesses and gusdes take nsitors to the
fiay for sport fishing and bear viewing. Seweral lpdgas now in the area also cater fo vistiors There are sevaral Natve
silatments an the south sida. These included Withra's, thal was later subdivtded (nfa & no-plat-sdbdivision, and another
owmed by the late Harman Lindgren, 8 Kenaitze Indian whi als0 operated a commencial 58t miinet operation i The Gy

Tnichin “murky water” ~ Johnson River

Fred Elvaaas described Yhe shosehinemorth of Ghinitra Bay on the “liramna-Peninsule” and the peapie who lved there
He sacalled an old sawmill site and house putzide of Chinitna towards Sihver Salman Greek on the outer beach, and that
several trappers Hvad in the area.t

Above Silver Salman Creak, at kboson Biver, my fiest wifa Gladys, fer and fer ficst hesband trapped thesa
with Georpe Brown wha also had a place in there Thay trapped muskrats up in that valley. There were a lot of
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beaver, muskrats and they gol a few wolies: also. They windered there in thefate 205 Gearge Brown had cabins
all pwer Alaska. He was a Inie guide, honter and fisherman, He was based out of Kenal. He was 3 cousin of
ning, gnd up until George digd, my family always pab salman g Johnson Rver

Joe Munger was anothes frapper who lived, frapped; end commarcially frshed around Climiing Bay and fowards 1he
rartheast along the shoreling of Silver Salmon Creek and Red Rivar Munger had a house at Silver Salman Greek where
hen residled vegr round. He dlso commencially fished an Chisik Island whare he had cabing that weare bumed when the
tederal government enforced fuleson the Chisik [Eland wildiife refoge that éncompasses theisland, Chisik [sland k5 s
part of the Martime Natinnal Refuge syztem

Tuk‘ezitnn fish-stranded-in-tide river™ ~ Tuxedni Bay and River

(ena‘ing from Kustatan and Tyonek lived around Snug Harboe in 1917 and 1921, Simeon Chickalusion of Tyenek had
joines with beorge Palmear in an agreemem o arganize o coopedative venture or Tyonek peapls to fish and dig clams
to support & néw Gannent ¥ Chickalusean and his tamily moved todhe area, and had camps and & small sattiement at
nearby Polly Creek whers the davgiter of Simean and Annie Chickalusion, Cathering, was born somatime hatween §921
anid 1924 (aleo see Blevan in tha next sechion on Pally Creek) &=



[uxedni Bay nad a protectad apchorage for large vessels plving the upper inlel with equipment and supplies far the new
fishing industry, as wall a5 transporting gold miners and sebflers. Cannery operations wers established in 1919 at Snug
Harbor on Chisik sland by the 3o Facking Company for processing salmon and clams. fohnson Bingsmuth? provides
& histary of the cannery aperations at Snug Harbor on Chisik lsland and at Polly Cresk,

Cantermparary mnabitants af Tueadn Bay nclude Hank Broll, Jr ang his family, who live at Squarghead Cove on the north
share of the bay. In the 19805, Kroll's Tather and mother moved to Tusedni Bay to commercial fish and frap furbearars.
They also built a sawmill in the area =

Tatin Ch'ittant ~ Polly Creek
i Ch'kant “where wa found the whale” acquired its namea from when Dena’ing whale hunters from Humpy Point went
o the area to hunt whale, an event described in the story Tadio Dedaoen, The Whale Hunier:

(ne man wenl oul 1o 54 4 one-hole skin boal 0 leok for a whate, When he came 1 a sleaping whale, he
shiot & crassbow arrow inlo its blowhole and then he got away Tast. The next day he losked for it and found
it flaating. Hewent home. And the south wind blew. When # stopped blowing, then all the people from the
diffarent willages want to Polly Creek and Inaked for it Thay faund it finating and tried to move it foward share.

[¥

dnd at Polly Creek it drifted ashore. Thus they named the place “whare wa faund a whale, "2
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Orth indicates that Polly Creek is a name the USGS reported as used by prospectoes in the area around 1920, Whather
thiz name is attnbutable to the Polly Mining Company, active near Hope in the late 1B00s, is not indicated.

| the late LRO0s and early 13005 William Rcktenif and membars of his family fram Old lliamna village raveled to
Caok Inlet to hunt sea otters. They searched for sea atters in the west side bays and stayed at Polly Creek. In 1912, the
late Paul Zacker, Sr. was born at Polly Creek, and later moved to Mondalton isee Chapter Six) 3

Azrefena (Chickalusion) Kalifornsky figures prominently in Dena‘ina gensalogies, She was originally frem Pally Creek and
was the sister of Simean Chickalusion {1880-1957), the chiaf of Tvanek from the 19305 until 1957, She married Nikolai
Kalifarnsky in Kenai. Pater Kalifornsky was their son, In the "Kustatan Bear Story," Thaedore Chickalusion, 8 son of Pefer
Chickalusion and brother of Simaon, was one of the man who Killed the bear. He was the chief of Pally Creek in the 19105
and 1920s. (ne of Theadoee and Doris (Carp) Chickalusion's sans, Maxim Chickalusion, Sr. was born at Polly Greek in
1921 52 He currently resides in Tyonak.

In his description of Simeon Chickalusion in the "Sixth Chief ot and Governor of Tyonek," Kickafor Aleeans? explaing that
Simeon attended the Russian school in Kenai, worked at the pold fields in Hope and Sunrise, built the government schaol
at Susitna Station in 1909, and then worked on the steamer Tvanek, which delwered freight and passengars around Cook
Inlet and Kodiak Island. Then, after the influenza epdemic in 1907, Simeon and his brather Theodore moved to Polly
Creek to be “close to Snug Harbor ™ Alexan wrate:

Theadora had wife that time, but Simeon didn't get married until afier they [s]ettle down there. [Hlis present
vife (Annie Stephan) came down there to wark on clam with the peaple from Tyonek. Sa [Slimean and her
became to like each ather so got marmed. [Tlhere they raise their children Diga, Kathering, Annie, Theadosel. ]
Simean and his brother was very good huntes and good frappes. After his last brother made his death down
there. Ha move back to Kustatan rivar, where he stayed for while. He decida to mave up to Tvonek to send fis
children to schoal, Well he came up 1928 and children went to schoal =

A Cacha bl by Chied Civiedkalusion af Pally Croed
iy tha praperty mowe feld by doln Swiss

LY Liachan



Malifornsky [1991: 2-4)

They set up a factory at Snug Harbor to can clams. Different people came to Polly Creek. Some
camg from Hamna, others from Seldovia, Kodiak, Ninilichik, Tyonek, or Kenai, There wers no houses
there. They all pitched tents. They just stayed in them. When the tde went out, they all went out on
the flats. They gathered clams. They kept a scow anchored for them, Thers they bought the clams
from them, They paid & 51.25 for ane gas box full of clams. Some people were good at clam
digging: My uncle Chickalusion, with whom | stayed, was the best digger. On-a good day he would
gather twenty boxes. They came back ashore whan the tide came in. A boat would come to the
scow and take it and leave another in its place. Then the people came back ashore, They played
the stick gambling game, cards, quoits, and a game whers they pushed and pulled on a pole, They
played different kinds of games. And they would wrestle. Some of them would hunt in the woods
for black bear, porcupine; and beaver, Some would hunt betuga and seal, | would fire up the steam
bath feer the old men. And they would all take 3 steam bath. | put rocks on the fire for other people,
When evening came, the old men would gather and tell stories. “Come.” they say to ma. And |
would listen to them. Before the vear 1921, | beard those songs and stories there. | don't know the
names of all the pecple who were there, because they addressed each other as they were related,
When fall came, the company boat took them all back to wherever their home vilages were.




[ha archaeiogist Frederica de Lagunas visited Pally Greek in 1930, She concluded that none of the house ruins wene
wary ald, and were typically made of dirt walls 2 feet high with a main roam 3 feel daep and 12 Teel by 18 Tael sguare.
ahe aated that howse ruins found in the area on the west side of the craek were in “the camping place of the [ate Chief
Chickalutian,” Her sourcas were Mrs, Man from Kenai and Otto and 3tella liede, whe lived at the site in the 1920z and
1930s. The Tiedes evenfually established a homestead there and buitt the first cannery aperation in 193597 In addition,
a cache built by Chief (Theadore) Chickalusion still stands and there 15 evidence of family gravesites in the area 5

Thera werx no Dena'ing living at Polly Creek when de Laguna visited in 1930, Pollv Creek village and neighboring siles
ware no fanger inhabited as a result of disease in the garly 13005, The survivors maved to Kestatan, Tvanek, and the east
side of Coak [nlet, a5 well a5 Rondallon and liamna st In subzaquent years, Dena'ing continued ta vse their traditional
frunting. fishing. and trapping areas a5 well as cabins and camp sites ground Polly Creek_it

The sand bars at bhe mouths of Crescent River and Polly Creek are rich in razor clams, and a prosperaus commercial
clamming aperation took place in the araa.

Winen Polly Creek and Kustatan were abandonad, zome Dena'ing residents mavad to the east side of the inlet, Zomea ol
thair descandents traveled back across the mlel Lo use west side resourcas and work in cannaries. Oskobkolf &2 dazcribed
traveling across the inlet from Minilchik with hiz famiby in the 19702 and 19802 fo harvest salmon for commercial and
subsistence purpazas, a5 well as to hunt for moasa, Glack bear, and harkar segls, They usually stayed on their boats, bot
thay also had campsiies in Tusedni Bay, and stayed at friends’ cahing and homesteads. The Oskolkott and Chickalusion
lamilies had ¢lose famiky Bes and hunted, fished, and trapped together s

Ima 1975 survey of Gond inlat kistoric zites, the elevated cache built by Chief Chickalusion was examinad at the Pally
Creah homestead of the late Henry Swiss.s! Swiss moved fo fAlasks in 1936 and purchased the site in 194% trom Bah
Wivads who in turn had peechased if from the Tiedess2 Tha Tiedes maved to the ares around 1925, Henry Swiss willed
fis property te his brother John who homestaaded a stte on the sputh side of Fally Creek in 1944 as part of a commercial
fishing businezs. John Swiss and his family still commesgial fish in the area and run & commercial game guiding
oparation B

Isigezdegh “straight point™ ~ Harriet Point ar Point Harrietic

Teipesdagh s the fena‘ing namsa for Harmal Point. The creek closast to the parmt an the easl side s Dasitog "ot mer
or Kedouht Creek, whila immediately to the west is Te'gastmy, “Straight Point Creek” ar Harriet Creek. A village site was
lacated near the mouth of this creek although little information about it is available s The sandbars nearby have lang
fiegn used for subsistence clamming. Tyonek residents have for decades traveled in their dories to harvest clams and
bmnt watarfaw! in the area.  They then retuen to tha village 1o distnbute their harvest among, ousehslds

The Redoubi Bay flatz, a state crifical habitat area, lie between Harriet Point and West Foreland. The rivers and streams
within the flats are important te Tvonek residents. The area is widely vsed far bunting, trapging, and fishing, and ail and
gas exlraction also lakes place, Al the rivers drgiming into Redoubt Bay hava their neadwalers in Lake Clark Park and
Freserve and the park boundary is within @ few miles of the coast. The =and bars aut from the mouth of Sangaahazh
“apen mauth™ ar Littla Jack Slough hava passibly the most northern cockla bads in Goak Inlet, Along the lower reaches of
Dofesha Batoe “naedle 5k rver” or 0rift River is the Marathon il Terminal and Inading dock, The caursa at Drift River
was drastically altered by the 19589-90 eruption of Mt. Redoubt volcanos AL Oh'atuhowiggezhi Bofoo "forked-waker-
comes-aut-rives,” or Montana Bill Cresk, are duck hunters' cabins. This stream 15 known Tor its fall run of silver salmon.
The Napesh Kefne (Kustatan Riverd and Bajalny [(Rachatna Creek) drainages was used extensively by Kustatan villape
residents far many wald rescurce harvest actiities. These streams were travel rowtes to Lake Clark Pass and the Tlikakila
Kiver, which lzad to Kijik Village and Lake Clark,



Jezdaghmen “point land” - Kustatan and West Foretand™

Throughout the 1B00s and early 1900, Rossan Othodex prigsts: documented their travels fom Benal to Bepa’inag
willages around Cook nlel. Kustatan was the farthest southwest Cook Inlet Dena'ing village appaaring in the journal
entries, and it 13 refesencad many limes over {he years by ditferent priests senving the Kenai Pansh /0 Of parficular
interest in 1ESG Priest Ieann Bortnoyskil, “nomipated Patr Chickalosion, then & foion #t fhe Kesiatan yilfags, and
Stepan Tuchhetelieten, rakazchib. &5 possible recipients of awards [or both their religious and secolar work.™10 Patr
Chickalusion was the father of Theodore Chickalusion and Simeon Chickalusion, who became chiels of Polly Creel, and
Rustatan and Tyonek, respectively, Peir Chickalision may.slan be the brother of Batherme (Ghickalisson] Copstantine
whosa [lena'ing name with Vesh & 'ichatyitne. Shie went tothe Stony River country sometime in the ate 1800s and
marmed Gustingen Constanting (see reference below at MoArthut Rives)

In-the LEED censis, Ivan Petrolt repored that 65 Athabascans fived al Kostatan®: Petar Kalifornsky's writings describe
Dena'ing frte at Kostatan. In his opening remarks m the “Kustatan Basr Story,™ e nofes tha two sattiements st Wast
Foreland at around 1900

A bong time beford my Hime thers was & village ot 0ld Bustatan, and them was 3 newer village on the north of
thie Fustatan Peninsuls Teph Difelik, Myadlow sedpe” galbad (he Moy Yilape of Eustatan, or New Bistatan
(Quite 3 few peopde lived 51 Kustatan. Thay ware frapping ail over that country, all the way dawn to Tuxedni Bay
and up o MeArthur Biver, and all aver in the moantains.




I e ware iwo birotheers from Old hustatan. [hey were trappimg m Lake Glark Pass, and they went into the
camon up Wward Lake Clarck, They found & cache with some food in it. They stole some of the food #nd furs
and carried it back to whera they had their camp at Mufeng ' {an upper Bachatna Creak).

Ihe story also describes the wse of the area for frapping and docoments camps along the courses of these rvers, Soch
tamps; afien called "brush camps™ 5 or skimaipiin, ' were usceally temporary and seasonal, and served as rest stoos,
pvermight camps, or base camps wWhile frapping. Because the seiting for the kostatan Bear stonyis in'this area, if holds
the aura of this long=standing lagend

In the pournals:of the Bussian Orthodox Preest, John Borinovsky' i the foliowing description of Kustatan willage on June
22, 1896 and a partial descnption of the activities of paople living these

Kustatan is a ey small seitlement, with only fhiee houses, veb in these three chimneyfess hots are crowdad
54 souls of Kenai Indiang: (30 male and 249 female). We did not find anyhody i te villoge this time; as ail the
nhabitants have moved b their summen place whine they stare & winler supply of fish

Frederica de Laguna wisited Kustatan in 1930, traveling on the gas boal Oimeawned by lack Fields of Seldovia.™ She reliad
o1 d-number of Bena'ing: dnd non-natnies for information on the sites she studied, For West Foreland, she raported the Natie
name " Gedamag’ given by Nkt fmom wnik A and " Sogz g as thie name of the Mates lvmg in the anos, She raparted
that the Kenal Dena'ing called the old vilfage Kusta mig, and that it ad been “peogled by Ind@ns from Pobly Creel™ ™ and
abandopad in L1910, Same-of its Dena'ing residents moved 1o Kenar whike othars maoved to Chiel Chickalusion's camp to the
pih of Fustatan, which Ealifoensky called T eph Diehik [ “vellmd sadpa™) ar "New Kostatan,” New Bustatan was abamdonad
a5 d yaar-round viltaga m the 19305when 15 st residents moved o Tyonek =



Peter Kaliformskyt: describes life at Kustatan in the story “How Thay Lived at Kostatan®;

When they staved at Kustatan thay made ol fram beluga, seal, and other things. Then thay went after clams,
They cooked the clams, They put them in & beluga stomach and paured in ail fo preserve it for wintar, When
bhey opened if up, they washod the clams-in hot water, They cooked clam soup whenever they wanted to make
it. There were no maonse over there. They would go by boat to Kerai and kill mpase. They driad that too, and
they brought it back aver. It was for winker. And then, in the places whesm they pit up fish, they would po after
ground sauerels. That, too, they cooked, and they put it away, packad in odl, for wintes

Although de Laguna mentioned o Dena' ina living 8t Kustatan when she visited in 1930, Dena’ing from Tvonek and Kenai
worked at the cannery and harvested wild resources in the area. Peter Constanting s story, “The Kustatan Peopia -
A Hunking Story, " gescribes a hunting tripal Bustatan in 1930

When | stayed m Kostatan, | stayed with Walter Pate. find Simean Chickalusion visrted us at nine o'clock one
marning. At twelve o'clock midnight, Bedrushga sald to me, “Let’s go parcuping hunting.” |t was moanlight
andit had fromem ap. Then we ook spme dogs, and at five o'clock in the marhing we killed ning black bears,
Two days after thal we had taken it &ll home to camp on sieds, After that, the ice went out of the Inlet, We
lnaded them all in the dory and fook i fo Tyonek. We brought bear meat to the Tyonek people in 1930

In 1927, Al Janes foundad the Kustatan Packing Company and built & plant on the south side of the torelands. Jones was
boen in Rnailie, Tennesses in 1500, He graw up in the Seattle araa and moved o Anchorage in 1923, Jones first worked
tor the Alaska Railrgad, then {after his mamiago) he ran 3 nemberof small businesses including a grocesy stafe in
Anchaorage, godd mining, commercral aviation, big game guiding, and a hunbing iodpe. He and his family ran the cannery
at Kustatan until 1933 when he moved the plant to Anchorage®! One of Jongs’ partners continimd running the aperation
tnfil the-sarly 19505 when winter ica took out the breakwater and pilings holding up the busldings i

Jones” cannery and several others af Rustatan attracted setnet commercial fishormen to the area; On the north side of
the West Foralands several locally well-knpwn fishermen began fishing in the 1940=. One was Lorence Snodgrass, who
in the late 19305 moved to Alzska from Washington, He had a commercial saaling operation at Pori Heiden and trapped
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fiwbearers on the Alaska Paninsila, Inthe 19405, Snodgrass began commercial fishing and trapping on the wiest side
of Cook Inlet, setting up & place an the north side of the Kustatan Peninsula. In his early years of trapping at Kestatan,
Snodgrass had a partner pamead George “SHim" Welsh who, after a couple trapping seasons, set off one spring to sal
fhair catch of furs, Welsh did nol refurm with the money and [eff Letence withou! 3 dog leam. Lorence had to walk to
Tyonek because his supplies had run aut. While there he mat Nina (locally pronounced “Nayna™ Staphan who was bam
in Susitna Station and had maved to Tyones. . Losence finally walked to Anchorgge and caught up with Weish in a bar,
They settled the score over e fur sale money, and both continued frapping separately in anga, In 1942, Lorence and
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Nina were marmied and eventually set up a homeoa the north
side of Rustatan. anodgrass had & small canning operation
far the fish he caught at his setnet sites, and he was a
hunting guide and continued fo trap the area into the early
19805, Tyonek family and friends oftan visited Lorence and
Ming while they traveled-to hunting and clamming Iocations
in Kedoubt Bay and at Hamat Point

Before Nira and Lorence Snodgrass passed awayin 1599
and 2003 raspactively, they had moved 1o Soldotng and built
a home nexd o their frends Herman and Sarah Lindgren,2
During thesr time in Soldotra they befriendad Mace Manier, a
nurse at the Kenai hospital. Mace bodght the West Foseland
property and restored it fo much of its origanal character to
preserve the legacy of ifs former oiners. 4

finnther noted Kustatan fisharman was George Hayden who
purchasad a cannery site northwest of Kustatan in the 1940s.
This wes the former site af Harey Smith who buift his plant

i 1925 a5 & result of the resurpance of the salmon canning
iuestry In the inkat, The Dena’ina name of this site was
Niggwa £t {little steambath s there”] 2" Hayden; and fis
wile fished the-area during the summer and fall months, and
then over-winfared in Nebraska. Like the Snodgrasses, Hayden
processed some-of the fish hecaughi and soid the rest to east
oA [ i S

In 1595%, Frad Elvsaas of Seldowa purghased the Jones' fishing
sites and-acquired an upland fract of 158 acres of state
patented land at the Old Kustatan village site. Efvsaas fished
the arga beaches. and ran the tender Gladys £ hauling salman
1o the Kanai River cannenes for over 50 years. Hesold most of
the uplands to the Forest il Company that huiit a tank farm to
receive ail from the dsprayofishore drifling platform. He refains
his fishing rights, 8 small parcel of Iznd and cabins, and
annuaty goes to the area far subsistence hunting and fishing
A number of Tyonek residents were associated with [he
smalkar cannerses and frshing operations 8t Kustaian

fimong these fisharmen was Fred Bismark, Sr, who dug clams
al Palty Creak i the 19205, and worked an fish tenders while



he-and his family had their own commercial fishing operations around Kustatan and Beshia Bay, Bismark's wife's Aunt
Nina was married to Lorence Snodgrass, <o when Tyonek subsistence fishermen and hunters traveled to Redaoubt Bay for
hunfing up the Kustatan River, of clamming at Hamiet Paint or Crascent River, they often made avernight stops at the
Snod grass residence in order to catch the fide change and pay a social wsit

IRADING BAY

The Trading Bay area was named far the trade interactions that took place there in the 1770s batween the Dena’ima and
Captam lames Cook’s papedition.®® The area axtends from the northern base of the Kustatan Peninsula 1o the southemn
base of Lranite Fomt, Tha area includas many rivers that drain the southern slopes of Mt Spurr, the Chakachamna

Lake drainage, and giaceers at the narthern slopes of the Neacota Mountains including Blockade and Melrthur Glaciers

aaveral of these rivers have their sources inside Lake Clark Nationai Park and Prozarve, River systems in the area farm
extensive Hats with braided streams, and include MeArthur River, Chakachatma River, Middie River, and Nicolai Creak

The entfire amea has always been a core wild resource harvest area for Tyonek residents. Age old trails traverse the area
and provided routes for the Dena'ina geing from Tyonek and Kastatan inta the Alaska Range to interior village sites. Baoth
Tyomek and Stony River Dena'ina traveled over these trails in the 18005 and sarly 19005 for frade and soclal relations.s

Nadudiitnu = current-fiows-down-river” - MeArthur River

MeArthur River was the “return” roste for precontact and postcontact Dena’ina traveting betwean Tyonek and Kustatan
on the coast and Telaguana Lake and the Story River country in the interior. The Telaquana Tratl runs from Lake
tedaguana through Telaguana Pass to Ghakachamna Lake, down the Chakachatna River to MeArthur River and finally to
Cook Inet. Stany River poople camied their bidarkas (kavaks) over the land partions of this mute and wsed them to float
the wateraays to their destinations on pither the Cook Inlel or Stony Rivar side
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Old Tyonek 1900 U.S. Census

 Mielka (2003

Stephan 28 Head of house Alaska  Tyvonek Tribe  Fisfang-Huntog
stephan, Eugenia 3l {wifie) CAlaska  Tyonek Tribe  Fishing-Huntng
Stephari, Hismah & {san) Alaska  Tyonek Tribe
Pate 35  Head of house Alaska  Tyoneh Trbe  Fishing-Hunting
Fato, Pavel 10 {san) Alaska  Tyonek Tribe
Pete, Negintne 2 {san) Mlaska  Tvonek Tribe
Pete, Anna 25 vidow {cousin) , Alaska  Tyanek Tnbe
Pele, Pate 20 (cousin Blaska  Tyonek Tribe  Fishing-Hunting
Karup it Head of house  Alaska  Tyonek Tribe  Feshing-Hunting

arup, Eugenia 20  (wafe)

Karup, Affanance 2 {san)

Karup, Dakalens 41 witdow {rotherin-law)
Karup, Pate 10 brotherindaw)
Haomah 50 Head of house
Hoomash, Katring af (wifie)
Hoomah, Alavan 1] {s0n)
Hoomah, Anna 10 (daughter]
Hoomah, Bubaskoniz 10 (daughter)
Hoomah, Dama 5 [claughter)
Heomah, Oonga 2 [daughter)

Blaska  Tyonek Tribe  Fishing-Hunting
Blaska  Tyanek Tribe
cBlaska  Tvopek Tribe Fishing-Hunfing
CAlaska  Tyonek Tribe
Mlaskg  Tyonek Tribe  Fishing-Hunting
. BMaska  Tyanek Tribe  Fishing-Hunting
 Alaska  Tyonek Tribe  Fishing-Hunting
 hlasks  Tyanek Tribe
Alaska  Tyanek Tribe
Blaska  Tyonek Tribe
cAlaska  Tyanek Tribe




1900 Census for (Second) Tyonek

Migthe (2003)

(Wote: There are two occupations listed fese. The first is what the
resident did *back home" arid the second Is therr occupation in Alaska,|

Finich, Durek
McKeon, Wilkiam
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To Alaska 1896
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(eft France 1870)
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To Alaska 1859
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b, Sweden

b. Mingas:
b. feaska
b Maska
b. Englandg

b. Newa Seatia

Tyaneh Tribe

Tyonek Tribe FishingHunting
Tyonek Tribe

Tynek Tribe

Tyanek Tribe

Tyaneh Trioe Fishing:Hunting
Tynnek Tribe Home maker
Tyanek Tribe Fisheg:Hunting
Tyonek, Tribe Fshag-Hurting
Tyonek Tribe Homa maker
Tyunek Tribe Fishing-Hunting
Tyorek Tribd Fisllmg:H' Hurting
Tyonek Tribe

Tyonak Tribe

Tyonek Tribe Fishing-Humting
Tyonek Tribe _
Tokihe  fgtwing
ek Tioe :
Tyonek Tribe Home maker
Tyanek Tribe Fishing-Hunting |
Tyonek Tribe Fishint-Hunting
Tyonek Tribe

Tyanek Tribe Fishing Hurting
Tyanek Tribe FishingHunting
Tyonek Tribe |
Tyonek Tribe Fishing-Huntng i
Tyonek Tribe Fishing Hutting |
Togesk Tt Fishing Hurtng
Tyongk Tribe Fishing-Hurting
Tyanak Tribe

Tyanek Tribe Home maker
Tyonek Tribe Home maker
Tyonek Tribe Home maker
il
Tyonek Tribe Fishing-Hunting
Tyonek Tribe FishingHunfing
Tyonek fibe ~ Fishing-Hunting
(ieft Sweden 1892)
Hmmaﬁr v

To Maska 1895 Iriee
Matanoska Tribe Home maker
Meatanusks Tribe mied

{left England 1884)

To AK1E95  Minar

lleft Nova Scotia 1884)

{To AK 1898} Miper




Vonge Bobly® describes the use of Merrill Pass by Stony River peaple and his grandinothes Yegh Kich'ayitna, Kataring,
(Katherine Chickalusion Constanting) who came from the Cook Inlet side and marred Vegh Nuch'edyux Tukda, Gustingin
Constanting. Andrew Ballites in an interview with him Kas commented on the [930s photo taken by his father:

1 Yos, my dad fook that pictire of the two old people, and Paul Babby they called him, but thair original name s
Constantine.

IK: Faul Constanting, Yonpa's fathar, |s yoor grandfather?

AB: My mather's unce. And the obd peopie that had this thing in Constanting, Katherme Constanting was my
mother's real grand parents.
What are their names?

AB: Gustingin, Gustingin Constanting, and the old granding was Katherine. That one (s calied Veghk'ich afyitia in
Dana’ina.

AB- Al childran take their mother's side of the clan, like Mahzhl That Kathenne had four sistars. They wers from
Tyonek or Kustatan. They were suppased to have been sisters, four of them, and she was one- thay wera Mohzh,
and that’s what we are, dwe to my mother

The marriage described in this story exemplities the clan connection between Dana'ing living on Cook inlst and those
living on Lake Clark

MeArthur River is prabably the most significant drainage for Tronek people today. They frequently use the area for
hunting monse. bears, fishing for salmon, gathermg wild berries-and plants. and waterfowl hunting and 2gg-gathesing,
The river mouth and nearby inlet waters are traditional and cumrent Dena’ina hunting grounds for beluga whale and
hathor seal. Gamps and & cabln #re maintaingd along the bower reaches of the river. The cabin has been moved several
times as the tiver cantinsously arodes ity banks fhreatening the cabin's salely

Eh'slehtng “ spawning stream”™ ~ 0ld Tyongk Creek, Roberts Creek & Tubughseng “beach land™ ~ Did Tyonek
Chsiehfng or Bobert’s Greek, was the origingl location of tha villape of Tyonek. This was the-major settlement for the
Tubughna, Beach People, on west Gook inlat and their village was called Tubughnang' This was the location of the
major trading post run by the Alasks Commercial Company as discussed in the previous chapter, In about 1900, the

Tyonek 1920 Census: Orphaned Children of the Influenza Epidemic

Mielke (2003

Dunagan, Lora M. 27
Dunagan, Alberta M. 1
Hancich, EdwardL. 25
Hancich, Helen E, 22
Petrofi, Billy ::-‘E
Langcarp, Orfina 13
Trenton, Leo 13
- Longcarp, Mary. ]
Evans, Mike 8
Petroff, Veronica T







vilinge was moved to Tvonek Creek due fo tidal erosion.? If tekes its name Robert’s Creek for the |ate Robert Standifer
whi movad with his:twa brothers 1o the area from Kenai in the 19205 In his feens, Rober lived with Charley Kroto
and his family. Robert, being the oidest child in the hoosehold, learmed to trap with Kroto in the Trading Bay fats and
Lirakachatna Kiver area

Tank itny “fish dock river” - Tyonek Creek, and “Second Tyonek”
Tamh'itm s named for the dip netting platform that the Dena’ing wsed in the inlet prioe o 1880 # In contemporary timas
this second of theeelacations for the village 3t Tyonek Croak became Known 35 "second Tyonek"

[n the 1890s, Tyonek was a stopping and departure paint for miness traveling to the gold fields at Hope and Sunrise, to
figkds in the Busitna drainage, further info 1he Alaskan interior. Sailing stoops [aft Tyanek fermang cargo and passengers
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farther up the inlat to sites along the coast as well as up the Susitna River to Susitna Station. lypnzk's population
numbered 117 peaple in LBBD, with £ whites, 6 creoles, and 109 Athabascans. In 18D thare were 115 people with 50
“foreigners” and B5 “Natives.™# 1t was the main west side trans-shipping point where caron was transferred from
acean-gong steamers such as the Giga and the Tvomak. In the 1920z, gas engines became availzble and shallow draft
Bas baats like the Afert pilotad by Billy Austin and the Sea Offer piloted by “Red” Bartels served the communitias of Bnik
Jusitna Station, and Hope.tt Several early American explorers, including Walter C. Mendenhal, Gaologist losiah €. Spurr,
Gaptain E. F Glenn, and Stephen R. Capps with the U2, Geological Survey, usad Tyonek as a basa camp for expeditions
thraughowt the Gook Inlet Basin.

In 1913, an executive order created the Moguawkie Indian Reserve of 26,918 acres surrounding the village.s Further
investigation into the possible arigin of the name indicates that at the same time the Bureau of Indian Affairs agents
wera also addressing issues concerning land settlement, awnershin, and resettlameant of the Mesquakie (Fre) Indians of
central Wisconsin, Parhaps confusion occurred with refesance o the nama Mesquakie 3

Aftar the influgnzs epidemic of 1918, many Dena'ina from upper Cook Inlet maved to Tvanek, This epidemic reduced the
Dena'ing population substantially, In 1805, there were perhaps 3,000 Dena'ina. By 1&%%, the population had dropped to
1170, There was a further drop by 1910 Lo 672 peopla. There ara no raliable estimates of the popelation just prior to the
influanza epidamic, wet by 1932, the papulation was down to BR0 %

Miry children were orphaned by the influenza epidemic and they lived at an orphanage at “Second Tyanek." A partial list
af narmes appearing in the 1520 1.5, Census appears in the sidebar Tyonek 1920 Census. 10

I the 1930s, Frank Standifer, Sr., who had moved from Kenai to Tyonek with his two brothers, sat up a fish camp at
this location. Since that time, his children and grandchildran also have built cabing and conductad their subsistence
and commercial fishing here. The follwwing chapter will discuss this original village site in mare detail, as it is still an
impartant location for subsistence and commercial fishing.

Gaggeyshiat "little-place-between-the-toes" ~ New Tyonak

When erosien began to wash away the site af tha sacond Tvaneh, residents moved to its prasent location under the leadership
of Chiet Simeon Chickalusion. ™ According to de Laguna, '™ this was an old Dena'ing villzge site. This was also the site
whese in 1934, most of the remaining Dena'ing residents of Susitna Station moved. Thus the presant day community of




Tyonek consists of Native inhabitants or their descandants from several communities including Susitna Station, Krato
Village, Polly Greek, Kustatan, Kenai, and 060 Twanek. It was here that the Dena'ina became fully engaged in the commercial
salmon fisheny. However, according to Braund and Bahnke!™! most Taonek residents describe the 19305, 1940, and 1940s
as & perivd of paverty caused by poor commercial fishing, low fur prices, and penerally scarce sUDSIStENCE rESOUICES.

Ch'u'itny Hdakag undefined “river mouth” ~ Chuitna River mouth

The orthadas priests’ journals contain infarmation about west side villages in the 1800s. While on & trip to visit
west side chapels at Kustatan and Tyonek, on August 19, 1858, traveling with several cther bidaras, Father lonan
Bortnovsky reporied: 1M

We lzft Kenai about noon, dut could not use a favorable current to reach Teanek, Instead we had to struggle
against the head current, My paddlars became exhausted, and we had fo come by a small settlemant.
Chilikhmz (alse Chubutna or Chuvitnal, which is located seven miles from Tyonek. Only the nest day at 3
o'clock in the maming did we reach Tyanek,

{n July Ten, 1900, Father Bortnovsky reports again on Chuitna:Les

B 4 olack in the morning using low tide, | continued my trip and reached Tyonek about B o'clock in the evening.
This was the busiest time for the lozal Kenaitze. | found them accupied with drying fish for themsalves for their
wiriker supply and to sell. Now Thers is high demand for dried fish. It is delivered to Yuken and cther gold-mining

& idap of File Fsh Trap Location No. 17 recardad in 1816, The fisk frap was ownad by the Alazka Packars
Arsnciaton and was paces wear Ladd, eonth of B ot of He Chivtea fier
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areas as a feed for zled dogs. God blessed Tvorek natives with & large calch, even more than they could store
This summer, in & settlement calipd Chubwtnu, which s not far from Tyvonek, a new cannery factory was built. Tha
factany operates four fish tanks and has sody fishermen alang the shoreling to the Tyonek area.

Father Bortnovsky on the steamer Dors: stoppad at Chuitng and recorded the following. 155

At Chisbutng aaly ong Indian family fivas permanently: the others come Bere to work for the Lad Company.

Mr. Ladd, whom | hkad the pleasure of mesting: betore, 15 & very Kind man, Hecordially welcomed w5 Besides

a saltery, he maintains stores in various places and buys furs. He tries to support the Indians in awery way: for

ihe bast hunters fe even builds new houses free. Recently he cleared a-farge plece of fand and in time we may
seE & native settiement growing on it He breeds cattle, hogs, sheep and horses. His storekeepes, Mr. White, 15 a
married man and has & family..

Kari and Fallier describe the use of the Chuitna Rives and its mauth lor fall subsistence fishing. The nver mouth and flats
confinoe to be important for spring and tall woterfos honting.. In the fate fall and Winter months. Pacific tomead run into
{hee |ower reaches of the river for spawning. The tate Nedlie Chickalusion fished though the (ce for tomcods daring the 19505
ind 1960s. There is also 3 fall smeif run that enfers the river mauth and these too were caught by Tyonek résidents.t The
lvwar teaches of the river ane usad by spart fishermen and are vsed by chients from the Twonak Lodge.

Teat'v kegh ' beneath-tha-hig-boulder™ - Susitna Station

Althaugh Tsat' kagh, or Susitna Statiom is not within the study amea, a brief descnption is necessary as many Tyonek
families trace thesr argin to this villzge. Susitna Station was on the Mitarod Traill, The community stomes suppled mings
traveling to Caghe Creek or iditarod, '™ The Russian Orthodox Chirch established a chapel st Susitna Station in 1EQ0, 12
When E.F. Gienn came through the community in 1899 he found L83 Dena'ina lving there 1t By the 1910 census thems
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ware only 74 Dena'ing [eft in Sesitna Station. The 1918 influenza epidamic saverely reduced the popalabion further, Most
aof the Dena'ina residents moved to Tvonek in 1934 and the last of thoze that remained died in 13ED.112 Sham Petpii
ralgted the prophecy of the disappearance of Susitna 2tatian.

A little moea [ Ll you, Stam Pete | am. My father had an older brother. He really was & shaman. Thus he
woild say, “Susitna will disappear. 0wl disappear, The grass only swill grow, The village i will exdend i will

be as tall that grass. The Tanainzs of Susitnz will disappear.”™ Thus he said.

SUMMARY: KEY TRENDS AND CULTURAL ASSOCIATIONS 1900 —19605S

Key econgmic and demographic trends along west Cook inlet that bagan in the late 19th cenrtury accalerated during the
parly and middle 20th century. To a large degree, changes took place due to broader, regionsl economic development.
Particularly important was Lhe expanswn of cammercial fish processing Tacilties to west Cook Inket lacations, which
facilitated the growth af commerzial fishing and the sattlement of Dena’ing tarritory by nan-native families. Far the
first time, 8 zmall non-native population was established. A resulf was increasing intermarriage betwean non-nafive
mari and Dena'ing wamen. Bt the decling of the Gena‘ing population continued as a conseguence of epidemic disaasa,
The Dena’ing conzalidated info a few year-round communities bt centinued o use maost of their traditional terrifory
seasonglly By the 1950=, ol and gas explaration and prodectien brought further economic and demographic changs
aocampaniad by enhanced transportation systems and & growang recreational fishing and hunting industry. Changes
in land femire also ook place a5 a result of natural resourca devalopmant, homasteading, and the Kative allotment
PreEram.

The culturgl associations betwaen present-day Lake Clark National Fark and Preserve lands and the west Caok (nlat
shoreling, established in precontact bmeas, continued into the early and mid 20th century. For exampla, until the Lale
1800s, Wiamna and Lake Clark Dena‘ina traveded to Cook Infef to hunt 22 atters and sell turs, interacting with Coak Inlet
Dena'ina and Curp-American neweomers. During the early 19005, inland Dena'ing travaled fa Tuxedni Bay and Polly Crock
to work in the canneries. Ancestors ot present day Mandalton and Tvanek families were barn at Fally Creel, now within
the park. Both intand and coastal Bena'ing used west Cook Inlet river draingges, many of which have ther sources
wthin the boundaries of the park or preserve, as travel rutes, linking Kijik Yillage and Lake Clark with setilements alang
Cood Iniet. Famuly historias feature this travel; for example. Harey Bartels' mother, Tusanna, was born at the head of the
lranl Lo Lake Clark,

The events in “Kustatan Bear Stary,” which toak place in the sarly 20th cantury, are st in the area frem Lake Clark Pass
to Kustatan. The story canters arpund interactions belwaen the Lake Clark and Kustalan residents, This story, still told
[o the present dav, is one of the bast kpawn Dena'ing oral traditions and sardes as a direct link between west Cook Inlet
Cena’ing communities and the inland Dena’ina communities associated with Lake Clark National Park,



EONTEWPORARY CIFE ON THE WEST STDE OF COURTNLET

For the fast fwo centunas, 8 number of msees relevant to the people on the west sida of Cook Inlel have cantinised

ta be partinent in the present. A dyramic economic system now inglides participstion m a global econamy, which
allows Tyonek residents o continue living on the west side of Cook Inlet instead of migrating to Ancharage or the Kenai
Peninsula. Tyonek has fought to keep access o fraditional lands and resources, s shown in the case examples of the
king salmon subsistence fishery and spring watarfowl huni. Ofhes issies relate to maintaining a sense of idendity as
Dena'ina in the face of Euro-Amarican domination of lands, cultusal stfitudes, and worldviews

Al the beginning af the 21st century, the paople of Tyonek mairtain @ subsistance way of fite that refiects their culture
a3 indiganous Dena'ing people. More specefically this identity inclides & continued Hependence on king salman, moose,
beloga, migratory wateriow!, and ather wild resources that cannot be separatod from thesr traditions of edended
Kinship and the expressive cutture of dance. singing, and language. Thay also maintaim connections to the lands an
the west side of Cook Inlet and Lake Clark National Park through the lives end stories of their ancestors, and through
contemporany fravel and wse

THE CONTEMPORARY COMMUNITY OF TYONEK

|n 2000, the community of Tyonek had 184 residents. 0f these, 55 percent wers Alaska Native. There were 134 fofal
housing units, of which 68 were wagant. Fifty-six of thesa vacant hausing units are used ssasonally by membess of the
Tyonek community who live and work in Anchorage or elsewhere during the winter and return during the summer for
fishing and other activitles. In 2000, the median age in Tyonek was 28, which demonstrates = young population, The
ungmployment rate in 2000 was 27 percent, although 56 parcant of all adults were nol in the wark force, The median
household income was §26 667, per capita income was $11,261, and 14 percent of residents were living below tha
poverty leves.d

The main center of thie community consists of the Nelkie Chickalusion Community Hali that houses the Native Village of
Tvanek Council offices. Residents can come for coffes, the Anchorage paper and morming coaversation, and the kitchan
where lunch for elders is prapared. 1n the comimunity hall, evénts are heid such a5 the potlatch dances and patlucks.
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Thie hall has & panoramic view of Coak Inlet, through two story windows, and above it perched on 2 hill s the 5. Nichalas
Russian Orthodox Church, whers on Sundays the local reader holds a service. Nearby are the post office and the community
stare, the "lustin Time™ that sells basic foodstufts and soda. and now has a pool table. Betwesn the store and the council
hall ties a building housing the Boys and Girts Club named aftes the late Chiet Simeon Chickalusion, Hers, an weskands,
children and 3 tow olders mu for an evening of games, events, and conversation. Across the street is Brittany's Snack Shop
that specializes In carmyout lunches of hamburgers, pizzas. and iCe Cream

Tyonek residents in 2005 are attempiing to diversify and stabilize their econamy and maintain cultural ideatity. In recent
vears the commercial fishery has dechred in productivity and value, and this has affected many families with long
histories in the fishery. Because of a generally declining economy in the community, many extended family membess naw
liie gither full or part time in Anchorage; the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, or the Renai Peninsula. The Native Village of
Tvanek Council and the Tyonek Native Corpoeation are attempting 1o bring more job opportunities to village residents, and
malntaln interest in family and cultural history amang village youth.



Since the 19605, connections between the inland Dend’ing communities of Nondallon, Lime Yillage and Tyonek that weee
established over previous gensrations have remained strong, Today these bes are the basis for family members” travel
back and forth betwesn communities o engage in subsistence and coltural activities. For exampla, the Standifer family
of Tyonek travels to Nondalton in the spring fo harvest freshwater fish through the ic2 from Si-Mile Lake and ta visit

with refatives. Tyonek residents also travel between Nondalton and lliamna, and across Cook Inlet fo Kenai to maintsin
community relations and for emplayment. It is also comman for peopke from Lake Clark and lliamna Lake communities to
travel to the western shores of Cook |niet, such as Spring Point in Chinitna Bay, to harvest resources such as clams, and
to harvest king salmon with friends and family on Tyonek beaches.

INDUSTRY AND J0BS FOR RESIDENTS OF TYOMEK

As-distussed in Chapter Faur, assessmant of the potential development of west Cook Inlet's natural mesources began

i the 18305 when Peter Doroshin explored Gook Infet for potential gold and coal deposits for thi Russian Government,
Gald was never found and coal depasits proved 1o be of poor quality. Howeuer, the development of natural gas reserves
in Cook Inket resufted in the use of lands for processing facilitees and extraction points, Timber has also been & majo
resturce: Additionatly, for many residents of the west side of Cook Inled, commercial fishing has besn a key sconomic
attivity for over a century,

0il and Bas Exploration and Devalopment

In the early 19603, natural gas was discovered in abundant quantities and developed at several west Cook Inlet
locations. Forexampie. in 1962, natural gas reserves ware found at the mouth of the Beluga River (see Figusz 7.1).
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In subsequent years, petroleum deposits were discovered 2l Granite Point and Mcirthur River, Thess figlds were
developed oftshors and came onling in 1967 from platiorm drilling rigs in Trading Bay.!

Tyonek benefited trom gas expboration and development when, in 1564, the village eceived $12.9 million from the sale of
ald #nd gas leases on fands within the Tyonek {“Moquawkie™) Reserve, which had been established by Congress in 1915
Tyonak won the right to receive and administer these funds after several vears of legal actions invalving the Department
of the Intorior, &t issis was whether Tyonek itself would receive the money for exploration and development of the
subsirface oil and gas on reserve land and, if so, whather the peapla of Tyonek would be allowed to decide Tor (hemselves
how to manage these funds. The Native Village of Tronek Council invested the money in 60 new homes; infrastructure

Milestones: Cook Inlet Qil and Gas Development

Alaska Oll and Gas Quarterly (February 2003|

1853;  Russians find ol seeps on inket’s west side.
18A289:  Prospectors attempt o drill for ol an inlet's west side. One well briefly produces 50

_ varrels-pes day.
190306; (8 development at O Bay,
1911; mﬂmwm umm b!ﬂus mm ]iﬂduntsmﬂmﬂ
1950:  Havenstrite Oil Co: drills test wells on Cool inlet's wast side. Wells are dry,
1957 Richfiedd Ol Co, discovers commertial oil fizld ot Swanson River, on Kenai.
195860:  Unocal and Marathen 06 Co, ﬂsﬁuwmmﬂuﬁﬁmmﬁmﬁmﬁﬂd.
| 1961 Swanson River field begins production.

1862 Beluga Rver gas figkd on mlet’s west side 15 discovered.
- 1964-66: MM%WWWWMMﬂMH

1967: amﬂummﬁmmm
1969 Maiu-r plans at Nikiski, near Kenal. Open: Tesoro refinery, Unocal ammionia,fertiizer
illp on liguefied natueal gas plant.
1978: utn:ai 5 size of ammania fertilizer plant.
1985 Marathan instalis Steethead plattorm.
2002:  Forest O Cn, mwm&mmanmmmwﬁuHMsm
FEITiaining reserves. .

S el

including mads, & store and coffee shap, & guest house, water treatment tacilibes, and 4 village malntenance shop,
and Anchorags redl estate. As part of the economic growth package of gas lgasing, a mile-lpng fighted runway was
constructed at Tyanek with state funding,

Further axploration for gas and oil on Tyonsk lands located reserves that could not be developed due fo the inadeguate
techinaiogy, and the few gas wells developed on reserve lands sanded up. Several investments failed. Also, within & faw
years' time, tragedies hit the village whan several key community leaders died. After these events, community members
axpressed ambivalent leelings about the changes that the money had hrought to their traditsonal way of life.! The hour-
long film Tubughna: The Beach Peopie by Brink and Brinke was praduced at the request of the Tronek viilage councii and
it chroniches sama of the changes at Tyonek thal followed (he lease sales.
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Inday, modern echnolopy has allowed development oil resendes on Teonek lands. A few jobs alb the nearby Beluga power
plant, where ekectnery 15 produced from Cook Inist gas, provide mcome for some Tyonek residents.

There &re aisn natural gas pumping stations now located on neighbanng Cook Inlet Region Incorporated (CIRT) kands
and Teonok resiidents waork in meintenance and construction of these small facilies, The single Tymek-based construction
contractor (Tyoneh Contractors LLC) instatled & gas mipeline from wedls st Marth Farefand 1o the main. lime ronning o Belugs
amd Anchorage. The compamy also installed and mamiainad dnll-pads-and feeder fines for gas removal and franspor

Commercial Fishing

A5 wag discussed in the previons two chapters, commesgial Tisting had & major impact on the economy in west Cook
Infet by prividing jobs for Dang’ina:residents and newcomers o ihe drea. Tyonek, and ofher west side fishermen,
aontinue to fish off the beach at setned sites and to zell their fish to Kenai and Anchorage processors. Commersial
fishing had provided a major source af income in Tyonek, 3 community with faw other jabs, wirtil the late 19805 and earky
19905, Since that fima, this fishery’s praductivity has gradually declined due fargely ta infed-wide management practices
that focus oo fhe intercapt drift fishery zouth of Tvonekin the Central Distoct of Cookdnlat. Wheraas in the 19805 thens
were over 25 commercial setnat permits in the village there were fewer than ten in 2008 With declining numbers of

fish reaching the area around Tvonek, reduced numbers of fishing days, and declining fish preoes; the fishary was no
longer eoonamically viahie for Tyonek fishemen, However, hecause of thew love of the fishing way of file and The jife
waloes baing baupht fo their children af fish camps, zome fishermen have ipvesiad heavily in new boats, nets, and ofher
pquipmant with-monay they have eamed i cash [obs sismahere s [n 2005, the Mative Villaga of Tyarak and fish buvers
in Ancharage developed & new plan for hanesting and marketing their commérialiyharested salmon. Under this plan,
fishermen learned improved mathods of handling and caring for the salmon by bleeding the freshiy caught fish and
heeping them an ice umil deliersd to Anchoeags. Inoentives for the Tisharmen included higher fish prices and pickup
and deliwery services. Although Twoneh fishermen ware hopefil for & productive 2005 seasan, a recard low return 1o the
upper inlet cut-short the hepes of mamd Neverthalass, Tvonek fistermen plan to b2 back on the beaches to camy an a
long astablished tradition
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Beluga Coal Field

In the fate 1970s to the migd 1980s, studies evaluated the patential production of coal from the Beliege depesits west of
fyonek. Because of the coal's high suifur content, it was undesirable for markets in the United States. Construction of
a mine and transport to Hidewater at Granite Point added costs making it too expensive for shipment fo Asian miarkets.
Consequently, the develaper, Diamond Shamrock Corporation, put the progect on hold. Recently, the prospect of mining
Belupa coal has-again surfaced 25 curnant prices, markets, and extraction ischnalogy might-make f economical fo bring
& mine terfull prodection.

IYONEK LAND STATUS AND ANCSA LAND CLAIMS

Figure 6.1 depicts the major kindholders on the west side of Cook Inlet, These landhalders include the Tyanek Native
Corporation, CiRI, the Bumeao of Land Management, and-the National Park Service. Besidents of the east side of Cook
Inlet alsa hold ierids including the Seldovia Native Corporation (SNA), According fo Elvsaas.! duting the Maska Native
Claims Settiement Act (ANCSA} entitlement process the Seidovia Native Association had to choose from deficiency areas
Gacause of state selections an the vicanity of Seldovia. As of 2005, land-seiection and traasier weea still incomplets for
tha village corpoeations of Tyonek, Knik. Salamatot, and Seldovia.
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Until the passage of ANCEA, Tvonek lands wers under 3 resans status, With the passage of ANCEA Tyonek elecied 1o
participate and the farmer reserve tands becamsa the property of the Tyonek Native Corparation (THG), with 303 people
enrolled in 15748 Today TNC has holdings in a broad range of industres including detense manitacturing, aircralt
matntenance, information technalogy services, enviranmeantal ramediation, olifield sopport sarvices, and tounsm, TNE
manages 190,000 acres of land, 10 which it has rights for the extraction of resources, Besidas the search for gas on
Topnek lands, the corporation kas also Mgoed-a portion of the land and sent pulp io Asia.

In 20805, 8 multitusde of resource development and extraction projects were undar way on TNC lznds? These incloded
the development of a resaurce management plan tor wildiife, timber, and fisherses, A spart fishing and hunting lodge
run oy the private company (MUM Alaska LLC) operatas a [odge with guided fishing and hunting trips on TNC lands at
Conabuna Laks; locally known af Blood Lake, The lodge employs Tyonek residents as guides and lodge workers.

Timber Extraction

Since the 13705, state Jands around Tyonek have yielded harvests of heetle-killed spruce. Rodiak Lumber Milis Inc
ponducted the harvest and ran & chioping faciity and loading dock on TNC land near Tyonak Cresk  Chips wem produced
at the mill and Ioaded onto ocean-going carpo vessels, Asa rasult of this timber harvest project, the formarty-timberad
iand grow up in grass cover that was undesirable for moose and oifer natiee wildiife,

I 2003, more bestie-killed tumbar on TNC tands resufted in the axtraction of logs for an overseas market. No chips

were praduced, but the dock was vsed for loading log ships: Tvonek Contractors LLC buitt acress mads and the loading
sarvice area, In conjunction with this timber remaval program, managemant plans were implemented to manipulate the
forest habitat to be condicive for mouse browse and other wildiile habitat

Timber extraction an Tyonek Native Corporation (TNC) lands has gamered the village income to continie its work in
prividing health care-and economic deveinpment.




CONTEMPORARY SUBSISTENCE

As described in previous chapters, Tor centuries west Cook Inket residénts have participated in an annual cycle of
resaunce hanest and use for food and raw materials to sustain thedir communities. Today this cyele plays & veny
impartant ralé in maintasning connectons batween the fands and people of the region. The cycle begins each spring as
Increasing hours of sunlight bring 2 naw growth of plant fife, accompanied by migrations of birds, marine mammals, and
fish, and he birth of young moose, bears, canbau, and many othes animals

In Aprif and May, west side fishermen set their nets in inlel waters to karvest runs of hooligan and salman, while Tvanek
bird hunters trave to the shoughs and wetlands where migrating geese and ducks are harvested. West Cook Inlet
residents travel in thewr dones and walk to the beaches for the clam beds of Redoubt Bay and Tunedni Bay on the adge of
Lake Clark National Park and Preserye
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In the summer, tha king salman refurm 1o the sireams of west Cook Infel. King saimon have been the mainsfay of the diet
of the Dena'ing of west Cook Inlet since they reached thesa shores from the intenor. Today, Tyonel residents aatch king
salman in subsistence gill nets with the help of family who retum to the village specitically tor this mason during the
summer. Fish cemps are found at old viliage sites and other locations that were used by villape ancestors,

In the fall, moose are hunted an the ffats near McArthior River and silver salmon are faken in rivers and on inlel besches
Winter months: find ice fishermen catching trout and hunters harvesting moose. ptarmigan. and grousa closer to Teonak
Winter 15 a time reserved far religions and ather commumity activities, and lor sharng and eating the rich boonty of
foods. West Cook Inlst residents travel to Anchorage or the Kanal Peninsila to spend time with family membess who
have moved 1o urban locallons in search of jobs and more educational oppartunities for their children, In exchange,
these urban family mambers accasionally return to the village during the winter to participate in potlatches and ofher
celebrations; dances, and family visifs,

Mthough the days ot snawshosing and dog sledding through Lake Clark Pass or Mermill Pass have passed, some west
Cook Inlet residents still travel to the interior communities to fish for pike and whitefish with their intenor relatives

at Nondaltan, Hiamna, and Lime Yillage Likewise, thair interior community relatives travel to Tyonek to participate in
subsistence activities. Even though travel within the region is largedy by air taxi services, there is 3 revitalized interest in
ground fraivei by snowmaching over the age-ofd Dona’ina trails that traverse Lake Clark National Park snd Preserve. Port
Alsworth, Tvanek, and Nondatton residents have made several of these snowmachine frips in recent years 10 These trips
strengthen bes among families and to the ancestral lands of the intenor whene these now coastal people once lived
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In-summary, atthough maderm sociely has reached the peopbe of west Cook Infet. bringing aircraft, guns, and matorized
toats, the traditronal chythms of lifa remain linked to the seasans, and 1he lands and waters that support thair way ol
ife, The fallowing discussion of saveral key wild resources demonstrates their importance to contemporary west sida
rasidents. These case axamples alsa illustrate the complexities of contemporary natural resoprce management now faced
by subsistence fishers and himters from Tyonek

Taking Back the King Salmon -~ Maintaining Subsistance Rights

As noted in Chapter Two, the Dena‘ing of west Cook Inlet have refied an the retum af King salmen runs in early spring o
and the fate-winter scarcity of resources. This returm of the ferge, rich king salman is like the breaking of & tast. By the
garly twentieth century, Eura-American introduced gill mets had replaced the earlier technology of spears, traps, and dip
nets: Hawever, the timing and sociel activity surmunding the harvest of the spring runs of king satman has not changed
since pre-contact

In 1964, a decline of king salmon stocks occurred m Cookl (nlet due fo commarcial over-harvests, and all fishing on these
stocks was prombited. In 1978, the Alaska Legisiature established a pricety for subsistence fishing and hunting if the
irse of the resource was deemed ‘cosfomary and [raditional,” Under the provesions of this iegisiation, the Dena'ing of
Tyonek submitted a regulatory proposal to the Alasha Board of Fishenes to reopen (he sabsistence hing salmon fishary




Tynek's justification was that “by opening the general sub-distrsgt of the Northesn district fo subsistence fishing ol
king salmon, Tronek residents will be abbe to pub away this preferred fish. Historically, indians of this afea have sought
and put away the King salman in preference over the chum, pink gnd coha salmon.” ¥ The viflage was not asking far
v fisheny ta ke opened bit @ traditional fishery to be reopened. @ distinction that the Dena’ing radterated dunng the
pricesdings:

Sport fishermen opposed the reapening of the tradibonal fishary, Thalr mpresentatives emarked during the board
proceadings that the Teonik people were fooking far 2 ‘prirmet’ foad snd thiet the subsistence tishery should be direoted
to the more abundant sockeyve salmon. Following the stat! raport, pubhic hearing. and a short final discussion, the board
refected Tynnek's proposal for several reasons, Y The boerd found that there was no ‘need’ for subssstenca foods in Tynnek
hecause in the board's view, new nil exploration and gas leases woold iead 10 @ néw econamy for the community, and
spasonal commercial fishing provided employment. In this actwn, the board did not recagnize the cultural and social
values which the Dena'ing of Tyenek asseclate with the use of kings, Mast board members did not acknowledge that &ing
salmon were any ditterent than other spacies for meeting "subsistence needs

During this meating, the board found no evidence that as sarly king salmon fishary woold aftect the retun and growin
af king salmon stocks or-waukd interfera with a sustainable run of king salmaon stocks.** The board authorized sport
fisheries bar kang satmon m fresh waters naar [vonek.

Folimwing the deécislon, four Tyonak elders filed suit in Alaska Superiar Court on behal of the village, The court quickly
ruled in Tyonek's favor, |t found no evdidence o suggest that the subsistence harvest woald harm the king saimon stocks
and ardered an emerpency opening of the Tishery, May 24th, 1981 The courd also Tound that the Tyonek king salmon
tishery did indeed support & custamary and traditional use and that the board could nol, under the state subsistence
L, diract this traditional use tewards & dittarent siock of Tish

I the 15B0s. the re-established subsistence king salmon fishery contineed to be based an kinship lings and 1o be
canducted from traditional fish camps. Use of the Dena‘ina fznguage persisted in the tishery with phrases such as
A Ttin smoked backbones), haba {dried Tillets], and balik [smoked sinips)




This case-gxampleof the Tyonek king salmon fisheryd illustrates e important points that often comeup in contemporan
oefates about subsistence Nishing and hunbing. First, the Board of Fishenes confused ‘need’ with Tradition’ by viewing
any salmon spacies as adequate for Tyonek subsistence practices. Second, the board categonzed king sglmon &5 ‘sport
fish' because of thedr 'pourmel’ preference in western cublure largely because of the lobbnng eflort of sport fishing
representatives. Dnly through successhil application of the skate subsistence law were the lvonek people alde to regain
g customary and tradibional fishary for King salman in the face of misunderstandings abouf the meaning of raditions
and opposeion by offar, powarful user groops

Robert's Creek Fish Camp

Each summer maity Tyonek residents inove o their cabing and fishcamps south of the village. 1 s possibie bo valk from one
end of the encampment ta the other, which strefches along the coast from the village to near Granite Point (see Figure 1.1}
hut everyone trovets along the beach or ack roads by pickup truck or four-whesl ATV Thesa vehicles provide & means to hanl
suppéies and fish, and encounters with brown and biack bears are common. The ercampment is & gronp aof cabins shared by
eecterdeed tamilies, One; ot Bobert's Grask, belongs to thetamily of the-late Bobert Standier, 5

Roberts Creeh is tha second farthest fish camp south of Tyonek. Families reach Robert's Creel by driving on the

roads builf o extract timber gnd manage the gas lines, On the beach o Robert™s Greel, is the site of the second old
villaga that is promingndly pictured in the Mendenhall photo of 1858, This is the site of anather fish camp founded by
Frank Standifer. 5o Today, his-son Frank. Jr. his children and grandchildren conduct their commercial and subsistence
Tizhing there

The Robert's Ceeek fish camp was begun by Robert Standifer, St who traveled from Kenal to stan a new life in Tyonek,
His two birothers, Bill and Frank, poined him later and estabished Uhair own fish camps slong Beshta Bay and Tyorek
Creak, respectively. Today there are numercds Families from Tyonek wha have cabins in Beshta Bay, Among these
[amilies ara the McCords, the Bismarks, and the-exiended family of the late Bill Standifer. St Some cabins are naw and




saima were kauled from tha viltape in the 196405, Many of the fish aré processed 31 the camps and each cabin has a
COMPRAKN SAEwEREse

Some of the people processing fish at the Rabert's Craek camp are rélatives wha come from nearby Anchorage or
Chugiahk. They help catch and process fish lor séven families, most of whom Hve in Tyonek. The fish are processed
i sEveral ways: jaming, smoking and then jaming or kippered, smoking in strips, ¢uf smoked filiets, and ather
types of smoked fish. While sl camp, peaple also =at fresh fish, especially the sockeye that are caught in the nets.
Sockeye are generally not processed for iater use.

Smca the early 19805, whan the Tyonek subsistenca frshery was re-gstablished, (f has been monitorad by the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game. The Tyanek willage council has warked ciosely with the department to help document the
importance of the fishary and obtain accurate harvest information, Resaarchirs have always been welcomed mio the homes
and camps af wilage residents. althowgh sometimes with a degree of uncertainty

In the spring of 2004, Doaskon of Subsistence staff vistted fish camps to obsarve, document, and participate in
fishing activifies. Researchers assisted in pulling nets and taking out fish, and then walched and philographed
the cutting process as demonstrated by the matniarch of the camp, Hamiet Kaulman, Harriat, her daoghtes, Conne
Burmell, and sister-in-low Jans Standifer cut the fish and apportionad amounts for distribution to each household
Whiie Connie and lane did the basic putting and removal of the eads, Harriet did the final cots to prepare the fish
tor the smoke hoose:

For twn days avesything people talked about hiad to do with fish. Researchers visited several camps, walching nets
bming sut in the mud, ieamed how the mets were adiosted to stay st on the edpe of te water, and bow they ware
adjusted to cotoh fish in baoth the incoming and oulgaing bides. Researchers were allowead 1o platagraph and take notes
documanting the hareest and use of the fish. Most of the processing and presarvation methags go back genarations.
Women usuaily pass on this knowlsdge by teachmg thair children how to perfarm ail the.stapsin the process. The senes
ot photographs on the following page ilhustrats subsistence salmon pracessing in contemgocary Tyonek

Subsistence Moose and Traditional Harves!

Sinee the mid 1590 the area around Tyonek, State
Game Management Unit 6B (GMU-15B), has been
cisszified as a Subsistence Tier || moosa huoting
ared. i s such, Tyonek bunters mast apply to qualify
to receive @ spacdal permit to hunt moose bebween
mid-Mavember and the end of Februany, Traditionally,
[ana‘ina humiers took moose whenewer they needed
the mead, but Tali and winter hunting wers the

noem. Moose do nat typically move out of the higher
plevations to the west of Tyonek unktil deep snow
drwes them down onta the Trading Bay flats and
torested areas arund Tyonek This winter saasan

A O Fosfie sor Cornia Bistall 1o ) 85021 fntert 5 Srosk Fish

S M Pt aleer it S Stams, ware aanly

st ol Sebisfases reanareiars b began wopking /i allows hiunkers to harvest moose as ey bacame
Fromek ity e marly J9RG available. Although the physical condition af moose
FHaR O e AT may notbe optimat, the meat vseally comes at g

time of year when supplies of fish and cash reserves
run low. 1



spring Watarfowl Hunfing

In 2003, the first legal spring/summes migratory bird season took etfect in Game Management Unit 168 for the village
af Tyanek, Under the 1997 Protocal Amendment of the 1916 Mipratory Bird Treaty Act, eligible Alaskan communities and
indigenous inhabitants of those communitias may bake select species ol migratony birds i each community s tradibonal
irse area. Tvanek residents take ducks and geese beginning late April and sarly May, and gather bird eggs (primarily gull
#ggs) in May and June. Traditional bird hunting and egp gathering aseas include the Susitng River flats west of the nver
Ginitna Kiver flais, Trading Bay flots. and Redoubt Bay flats.

Priorto the new fuling on spring land summer hinting and egg gathering, Tyanek hunters had lost the northem part
of their use aroa around the Beluga and Susidna rivers, They ware displaced in the 19405, by Anchorage hunters wiha
buiit permanent cabins, [anding strips for sirplanes, and having outwardly stopped Tyonak hunters from wsing the area
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Tyonek hunters coutinued using the sraas to the south of the willage on Trading Bay lats but were canfranted oy non-
[ooal sport numters wha chasad them out of cabing and camps that Tyonek people had established along Nikalai Creek,
Middie River, and Modrihr River. The presence of cabins and sirstrips and pianes Tlying fow around their hunting areas
Bre reasons Tyonal huntars gve far leaving the areq and moving elsewhere. Thie creation of wildiife mfuges has bean
bensficial fo the wildlife but in some ways datrimental to Tyonek residents because the refuge draws othar humters to
Iyanek's trzditional bunfing areas and tncreases competition betwesn the two groups.

DENA'INA LANGUAGE. EDUCATION. AND CULTURE

Modern Education and Dena'ing Culture

Formaiized education m Tyonek today takes fwo forms; that which is taught at the Bartlett Schoal run by the Kanai
Barough School District (RPSDY, and that which is taught theough culture camps. Village administratar Connie Bumelio
fescnbed her experience in the Tyanek school system. She attended the Bortlett schood from 1978 to 1581, where prades
kindergarten throegh 12 am surrently taoght. The school itsel! was built in the 1ate 1960s at the same time a5 the
construction af new homes in Tyonek. - A senlar wing was added in 1he sarly 19705 to accommodate a growing number

of students wha wore housad with their families ab a timber camp near Tyonsk Creek. According o Connie. there were
anpugh studentsin the school o gradiste 12«13 paryéar dunmg this busy fima,




The bimber camp closed around 1982 and the student population droppad. In addition, because of the loss of jebs from
[he timber mill clogure: soma Tyenak families aft 25 well. By the dime Cannée graduated in 1991, there ware only thies
students in her gradoating class: Today, there sre usually around 50 students in the school forall grade levels. Many
high schaol students, however, leave to attend hegh schoal in Ancharage, or travel to Maunt Edgecambe, the boaiding
schaol fur nsral Alaska residents, or mose commanly fo Native American schaols in Gregon, such as Chamawa High Schaol

The education that Connie received &t the Bartett school is similar in terms of curmicolum to that which is taoght at
pther KPSD schools. Howewer, during hée first couple of years (late 1970s-garly 1580s), there were Dena’'ing lenguage
classes taught by Max-and Nellie Chickatusion. These stopped by tne early EH8ts when thee were too vew students (o
support the fanguage program

The school was a gathering place for cultural activities that were hald in the svening and provided an impdrtant
opprrtunity for young peopte After the schanl poputation decreased and hodget cuts took place, &lf schodl-sponsored
Diena'ing cullrat activities ceased. In the avenings, the elders continued to provide some Dena’ing activities including
traditional dancing 2nd singing. However in 1583 or 1984, this stopped after Sargel Californsky, an alder who was a kay
participant; passed away.

ey, the parents of Tronek organize (hree cullinal events-associated with the school. Since September 2003, thers

{5 an annual culture camp al the Chakachatne River, whare students spend four days. Holding Uhis Camp in garly
Sentember aliows it to coincida with the traditional time that families moved to MeArthur River for the Tadl maose hunt
Gonnie estimates that 10-15 percent of the famihies in the community continue gaing o thair MeArthur River camps
pvery year. The poal of the camp is to g&t most of the rest of the youth pot of the wiliage to participate in 2 traditional
subsistence activity, [ the fall of 2005, the new principal at the school told the communily that he would not penalize
studants for missing tlass fo attend the culture camp. Infact, the camp was held during the school week and two of the
four thachers accompanied the students, even thaugh it 15 not an efficial schoal actnaity

Anotherculture camp b5 ek a1 the Nikolai River and [ocal lskes i late winter whare ineshiwater e ismng 15 e main
actiwity, In 2000, about 75 percent of The yauth in the village attendead this camp

A thivd cultural camp is held i the summer on Viapan Lake near Belugs at & cabin site owned by the village counci

Tha site was sald to the council by & feemer schoolteaches wha Saw the impartance of teaching youth in an appropnate
watting that put the topics more in the context of everyday lite. Thefirst year of the camp-saw o tew cultural activities
heldl, but the main emphases was to get the youth away from the village: thewr video games and televisions, &na out info
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the woods.. In subsaquent years, subsistence saimon fizshing and besry picking will become regular camp activifies.
This.camp is also needed because many youth no longer accompany their parents 1o fish camas, or their parents have
stopped fishing die to wark confiicts and paor production in the tommescidl fisheny

e camps &lso provide an oppartunity for the exchange of knowledge, idess, and eperiences with guast speakers and
participants: In July 2005, & Division of Subsistence researcher was invited to give & presentation on the West Cook Inlat
Project and discuss matrilines! descent systems, & key featore of traditional Dena'ing social orpanization. The emphasis
pf thie lesson was to introduce the youth fo how matnlineal kinship and the clan system functioned, and how this

relafes to their own cultural heritage. . Using informiation gathéred during (e West Cook Inled Project. 1he youth received
instructions v how to diagram & tamily treg. Warking together as 3 lamily with their brothers, sisters, and many parents
who were also present, the youth diagramed ther family tree. They traced their lingage back thres generations and ther
were asxed what their last name would ba if they traced their heritage through their maother's ling. In addition, during the
introductory presentation, the ressarcher brocght up the topic of clans and same adults present sasd they Knew o which
cign they balonged. How mainbineal descent Tunchioned in rasing oows was-also discussed-and one-gdult said his angle
(his mother s brather) halped to teach him haw to hunt




AMsa participating in the kinship system prasentation and family traeactivity was Donita Peter, who taught a Dena'ina
language lesson (nwhich she conlineed the theme of kinship, Thess types of activities exemplity how the community 13
trying to teach the youth about their cultural herntage and its cantinuing apphicataon to contemparary life in the willage,
Below Donita Peter discusses the cultoral knowledze she gained from her Aunt Nallia Chickalusion, ™ Ancther long-
standing cultural activity in Tyonek |s Dena'ing dange and singing, described in the lollewing saction

Identity, Dance, and Song

The contemparary self-identification of the people of Tyonek a5 Dana'ina has been nfused with & few awaraness of

thetr cuttural identity through sxpressive culture sech as soag and dance, Dancing and drumming haye incorporated
mfloences from other Alaska Native cultures and especially from the heafing drumming cirches and dancing of the Plains
indians. On November L6, 2005, Division of Subsistence researchers attandad a potlatch/patluck gen in honor of
Tyonek elders. In attendance were lour drum growps (from Tyonek, Kenal, and bwo frem Anchorage), ard 2 Yup'ik drum
and dance group from Wasilla called the Miracle Drommers. Much of the drumming was of the Plaiss indianfype, In
which epch person beats & largé central drum in undson with teir lellow drummers. The beats ascand in volume and
tempa with chanting by partscipants, and each doimerer takes a turn chanting: The music typically has an intensifying
affesct on the performers as they become engrossed in the rhythmic chanting of the music. A laspe audience of Buasts
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Dena'ina Voices: Donita Peter

Danita Peter 15 the great granddaughter of Tyonek's Chief Theodare Chickalusion. Her matrifineal
grandmather was Agraphina Chickahusion whe was Max Chickalusion, Sr's alder sister. This great
grandmather, as well as Donita's Aunt Nelie Chickalusion, taught Donita traditional Denaling lileways
and spiritual belefs. Nellie Chickatusion was 2 strong woman with 3 determinahion to pass on
Deng'ing fanguage and culture. She taught the Dena'ing language to children, and developed many
fanguage materials for students to use, These materials are stil ised in Dena'ing language lessons |
today. Donita Peter 15 following m her Aunt Nallie's footsteps m developing materials for Dena‘ina
language lessons, and i passing on oral and spefitual traditons. Thafnﬂwmtm-sﬂdmd
directly from some of Donita Peter's written work called “Tebughna: Tyonek Peoples’ Histary: Before

Ol Tirmes: Marsuset” which is ciosely informed by Nellie Chickatusion's teaching.

'numgﬂmu‘irmmhrhuﬂmmm“mmsthnmmmmmmnawn in order to
folkow their designated destinies, Grandmothers, grandfathers, aunts and uncles maotivated the
youth, mstructed adults, and ked these large communal societies since tims immemorial.”

“Nellie and other Dane' elders often spoke of how extensively our Dene' people traveled . |

hutting, trapoing, sharing stones, trading and fishing , . - . While they traveled they toak l:ar&nnttn
| distespect the land by leaving litter along the trails. Dene' Elders stated thiat many of the trails the

Dene' fofiowed were first traveled by animals and mahy of the ones we follow today are thausands

of years okd. When Dene’ people traveled they would sing their tribal songs to let others know that

they wers arrving with good mtentons.”

“In traditional Derie saciety the care for Elders, the disabiled, and the children is of utmast
mmpartance as thess were ones who may not be able to care for themselves. These are fie ones
whe we can teach and learn from. Elders spend hours telling children and adults stories. about Dane'
histary. .uﬁhmmmdamdmmmﬂwamummwhmﬂﬂwmumey
would do it willingly and without dread.”

*Kinship ties were strong within the clans, Each member did what they could to ensure the heaith
and welibeing of sach olher member. Mmﬁwmmﬁﬂhﬂaﬂhm .
otherfs] to reach their highest and best patestial.”

“Mariage was highly regarded in sarly Dene’ sociely. When ftwa peogle decided to marry each
otfier the courtship began with the husbandtobe bringing gifts to his futiire wife's family and
asking the mother of the daughter if he could marry her daughter, f the mother and father
agrend the Husband would live with the famity for a year. Diring the year the two slept in separate
compartments but proved to éach other dady that they were worthy of each other, If their fove and
respect for each other grew within that year the man and his new wife would build & home to fve in.
A marriage patiatch would take place and the two would miove into their new home.*

“Chitdren were very much wanted in a family. They were lovingly cared for by all members of a clan,
mmmmrmmmmmmmmmmm singing them
songs, teachang them to dance, mmm«gmmmmam

“During the day cider sisters and brothers would take the children with them as they fished, snared,
trapped, and played. I thers wers no older brothers and sisters, young aunts and uncles would take
the children to do the same.”




“When girls were alder they would spend mast of their time with their mothers, aunts, and
grandmothers to learn skills such as cooking, sewirig, Bnnmg, quill beading, makiag fish traps, and
srares, They were also taught how 1o properly take care of their bodies when they became women,
They were alsg tught how to love and respect their hushands and children,”

“When boys were oldar they spent more time with thesr fathers, uncles, and grandiathers to leam
skills such as hunting, trapping, fishing, weapon making. Thay were slso taught how to propery
take care of Weir bodies when thay hecame men. They were also taught how to love and respect
their wives and chadren,”

“When | asked Aunt Nallie where we would have been taught betfare the BIA brought the schoal inte
the village she said as she pointed all around us, "All that you see-around you is your classroom,
Al that you sea, hear, feel and do s your aducation,”®

*Before Christianity when thair was a death in the Deng' commurty the deceassd wauld have bean
cremated as the Dene' believed that our bones like the bones of ammals needed to be burned in
order to bacome purified. This would be performed by the father's Tamily of the deceased... After
the funeral @ Funeral Potlatch would take place. This would last for theee or more days. A vear after
the funeral, or when thi family of the deceased prepares the materials necessary for a potlatch a
Mermonal potlatch would take place.”

“Potiatches were filled with excitement and sometimes sadness. |t was a brme when famibes
reunited with each other. Some who may not have seen each other m a yedr would st each other
at length. Wuech food was tunted and cooked during thess times, if the weather was not good for
traveling famidies would sometimes stay for a month or more. They would get together sach night
and sing, pray, &nd tell stores, play games and dance together. The Meadicine Men and Women
wolld perform their healing ceremomies during this tme, They would use their medicing dodls,
ratties, drums, and masks to perform these imporfant services for the people. The men loved to
shaw off their skill 3t hand games during this time. Women would shaw thes finest tanning and
skinning skills. Girls would show what fine cooks they were and boys would show their prowess al
hunting game. Old men and women would sig many songs and tall their best storles.”




ais0 participated in the dance and song walle moving ogether in 2 large cirgle ground the canter pofe of the community
canter. spme pamicipants wore skawls typically wormn by Plams Indian dancers, while most people wore sveryday jeans,
elirts, and blowses

the eyant [asted well into the night and was highlighted by & potlick dinfer and the distribution of gitts to elders and
signiticant others to enhance the wellnass program. This event brought together people from other parts of Dena'ing
termitary such as kendl, who Grought gifis fo distribote {o elders

Ihe Plaing Indian dancing and doem circles hive become symbols of ane's sense of being Native and being limked to
broader pabional and intemiational indigencus peoples. The dancing and drumming are parf of fhe healing process of
the weliness program, which promotes group bonding in the sobriaty afort by returning o the fundamentals of ones
indtgenoos culture for guidznce on maintaming a good fifa, Tyonek received a grand to kelp with this program-and thay
used some of the mongy to distribute books, videos, t-shirfs, and othar itams to each tamily in the community

Ihe Tyenak Drum and Dante Group that was observed during the patlatch has a long histary In the community, and there
wias d time when they performed Dena’ing songs and danced in g fraditional Denaling shde. Janells Baker® explains
betow the hstory of the: group from her memories of the alders to foday's youth and what it means to the commonity, She
hipes thal the fraditional Sonps aid dance can be revived
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History of the Tyonek Drum and Dance Group

By Bannie Baker

When | was about 4 or 5 years old | remember going to dance and drum practice with my older
sisler; che was a dancer and singer. The group was big and very info learning and dancing, The
teacher would teach us how to respect the drum and our elders, and what it meant to be grateful for
atr elders and what they had went through for us (o be here today.

We used to meet at my chudda's (grandfather) house for practice and ksten to the elders sing

and make new songs, there used to be my chudda Sergie Californsky, Sava Stephan, Sr,, Mayem
Chickalusion, Sr,, and Theadaore “Chad® Chickalusion. | know there were many mare elders there as
well but | cannat recollect their names, they have passed away and | don't know them now.

They used ta have these lithe gettogethers at my chidda’s house bacause back in the day when
my chindda was a young boy and the Russians fsic] came here, they forbade our peopée to speak
our language, or even dance and dram. So they used to do it n people’s homes, or wherever they
woukdn't be heard by the Russians (s},

| kripw they enjoyed getting togethar. You can just teel the wbes and all the energy in the entire
howse as they sang and danced and made D new sSongs, or worked on rew songs. They loved
this feeling and thelr hearts were filled with so much kove and respect for their culture, Singmng and
dancing for my chudda was his world and soul, | rerember be barely used to talk to me m English,
most of the tme he would bot he'd try to teach me a few words [in Dena'inal, but | didn't understand
then what knowing our language meant until | turned thirteen.

The Drum group from the B0z traveded sl ovar Alaska; to perform al different ceremomes and
potiatches, They used the traditional drum that was circular with stretched skin across the hollow
top, and then held in place by sinew. The drumstick was usually a piece of wood that was shaped
mto & cirche at the and for deumming.

Az | got older our genaration of youth became the drum and dance group, and we traveled to places
and performed. But after a few years we stopped. MNow the new generation of youth wants to start,
They do not sing our traditional sengs that our alders had made; it is mainly intertribal songs that
were given 1o them to sing [by others], We are currently trying fo revive our tradibonal sangs.
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DISCUSSION: TIES TO LAKE CLARK NATIONAL PARK AND PRESERVE

This sty has documentad numerous cultural, historical. and economic ties between the commaunities and peaple of
wesl Cook Inlet and Lhe Lake Clark Mational Park and Preserve. The Fark and the entire west Cook Inlef ares share

& cemman cuftural haritage — that of the Dang'ing Athabascans, The Dena‘ing of Ceok Inlet arvived on the Pacific

Coast from the interior, most Likely from the area now nocupied by the inkand Dena'ing aszociated with the Park, The
twa Dena'ina regional bands of west Cook Inlel, the Tebughng (“Beach Paople”) and the Jerdashdna (“Faint Feaple™)
maintained celtural and acanomic Lies with inland Deng'ing communities, as evidenced by a common language. place
names, secial arganization, and beliaf systerm, Trade of inland furs, caribeu meat. and moose meat, Tor maring mammal
profdusts trom coastal villages was ong af the mozt common inferactions between the o arcas. Intermarriage and
participation in caremanies such as the potlatch also supported these tigs.

Prinr to the late 19205 and early 1930z, the Dena’ing used the river drainages of west Cook Inlet and prezent-day Lake
Clark Mational Park and Presere exlensively as traval rowtes belwaen inferics areas and the western shore of Cok
Inlet. Same ot these traved routes tollowed the Rustatan, Mofrthur, Ghakachatna, and Ghillizan rivirs laading 1o Marril
Fass_ and the Mernll River to the Stoney River and Lime Village. & trail followed tha Neacola River from Kanibuna [ ake
thraugh Telaguana Pass and into the Telaguana Lake area. fnother trail started at the Kustatan villages, extended along
the Bachatna River and thraugh Lake Clark Pass Lo regoh the Tlikakils drainage and Lake Clark, On the ground, uss

of these rautes zlb but ended inthe 1930s and 19405, buf trave! hetween the two areas continued prmarily along the
lliamna Portage trail to Coak Inlet. Thers, boats were used ta reach Tyonek and ather communities, In the 1950z and
196(s, aireraft came into use for transporting peaple between the same greas. Inthe 2000z, gircratt travel between
carmrnities asseciated with Lake Clark Mational Park and Praserve continues aod there is renawet interest in travel
over the Lake Clark Pass route with snow machinas.

A common history also tinks coastal Cook [nlet and the inland communities in and near the Park, beginning with the
establishmant of the tur Irade by the Russians, The tor trage built wpon established Dena‘ing subsistence patisms,
traditional snoewledge, and sacial relationships. [ndeed, relationships between Dena’ing communilies were [ikely
erhanced as traditional routes through pazses and along the coast facilitated travel 10 frading posts, the eschange of
gonds and wleas, infermarnage, and the fransactional activities of the Bena‘ina political leaders and middlemen called
peshga. Trade in subseslence praducts continued, and added to these were items of western manutacture zuch s rifles
and ammendtian,

Thess gconomic @nd social interactions resulfed in intarmamage between Deng'ing communities aof the interar and

the coast, establishing and maintaining kinship connections through the matrilineal clan organization. Dena’ing

living in [liamna, Nondzltan and Lime Village today are related through these intermarriagas to formear residents of

Folly Creek and Kustatan, and current residents of Typnek. The ancestry of several families and thir clan azsocialions
demanstrate these Les. For example, in e iate 18005, waman of the Chickaluson Famity fram Kustatan of the Nufzi
clan walked through the mountains fo the Telaguana Lake area where they met and married men from that area. Ina
moee centamparary example, in the 15705, a mamber of the Standifer family from Tvonek married a member af the Agony
family Trom BMondaltan. Relations betwean this and other edanded families in te tee communilizs suppart @ continuing
eycle of visiting for celebrations, funarals. marriages, subsistence activities, and resource sharing,

The amival of Russians. other Eusapeans, and laler, the Americans alza brooghl demagraphic changa ta the entire

regian threugh intermarriage with the Dena’ing and especially through the introduction of gpidemic diszasze. Similar
processas occurred throwghoot the entire Dena‘ing homeland &3 vilages consolidated as the population dropped. By
the garly 19305, the remaining Dena'ing of Polly Creek and Bustatan had moved o Tyonek, along with most Dena’ina




fram the Susilng Rever willagas. Al Dena’ing communities of the Cosk Inlet coast snd the intenar #lse experienced
the miszionizing efforts of the Bussian Orthodos Church, and teday share 3 syneretism of western and traditional
Athabascan spirifual belicts.

Links betwesn communifies now within the Park and Frezaree and Deng'ing communities on the coast were strengthened
as commercial Tishing and processing developad in the late [9th and earky 200h centuries. Dena'ing Trom Goak Inlet

and inland villages participated in commercial fishing and procassing af places such as Polly Creek and Kustatan,
During the mid 20th cenfury, development of natural gas and petrolesm became signiticant along west Cook Infet. These
raginal economic developmerts enhanced means of tranzporiation between west Cook Inlst. the interiar, and population
centars o the denai Perinsula and Anchorage. Another resali was stress to the natural resources upan which ena'ina
cemmunities depend, New peaple armived, mosthy nan-native, some of wham hamesteaded within Dena'ing lands and
seftled in Dena'ing communifies, Their sfories enriched the history of west Cook Inlet places. Some of Phese newcomers
married Dena‘ing wamen and founded many of the tamilies at Ivonek, Mandalten, gnd other Dena’ing communities today.

Inland and west Cook Inlel communities share the named landscape of Lake Clark Mational Park and Presene and nearky
fands and watars. The meanings ambedded in the original Dena'ina names of places. as well s more recent English
place names, reflect the shared colture and history summarized in this study. Some names, such as Tik'asifmg
[“Fish-Stranded-in-Tide River”™; Tusedni Bay and River), Tafin Chttant (“Whare We Found 2 Whale™, Polly Creek). Deghezha
dediiy {“Needlefish River”, Onft River), and Tank it (“Fish Dack River”: Tyenek Creek) offer clues abaul subsislence
activitias. Qthers commemaorate navigational skillz and geographical knowledge — eeampbes inchode Teanifny ["Rocks-
Aro-Thare River”; Chinitna Bay} and Zezdaginen ("Print Land™; Kustatan)., With neweomers (English axplorers, Russian
traders, American fishers and homesleaders) came new names. Some of these mark histancal events - Trading Bay

iz an example. Qthers. such as Roberl's Creek (also Oh'slebtny, “Spawning Stream” o “00d Tyonek Creek” ) honor
Tamilies or individuals, Additionally, names of ather key geographic Teaturas acknowladge their central sle in the

lives and experiences of the people of west Cook Ialef through their direct and simple descripficns. Damples inchede
Madoditmg “Currenl-Flows-Dovwn-River™, Mofrthor river], Tobughrenn” {“Beach Land”; Toonek), and Tkahfny [*Ocean
Rwer”: Cook Inlet).

In the late 20th and early 1=t centuries, too, Dena‘ing commuenities in and adjacant to the Park share expanancas

and face similar issues. These inclode the further davelopmant ot natural resaorces, such as recreatienal hunting

and fishing. and mineral exploration and extrection. Such development brings mare newcamars o 1ands traditionally
used for subsistance actrrties and potentially creates competition over resaurces. Impravements in frapsportaticn

and communications heve encouraged the exchangs of information and ideas hetween Dena’ing communities that

may facilitate tha recognition of comman issues and solutions. Examples include partepation in language programs,
axchange of traditional songs and storigs, and sharing of subszistenca resources. The resultant rediscovery of the
penealogical ties, comman aral traditions, and a shared history between Dena’ing communities could support efforls Lo
raimigarate Dena'ing identity.




RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY

Recommend ations for fusther sfedy inglede the follawing:

# Further collection and documentation af famiky hisbories for waest Cook [nlet homesteaders and commercial fishers.
Mhasa histores can be Lied 10 the changing use pattars for particufar places akong west Coo Inlet. They are the rad
malerial for additional anglysis of historical processes and trends. This shauld be encouraged and enabled among
sturdents in schaols within the study area.

» fore investigation of homesteading ard Mative allatment records would provide background an land management
polecies and assist with understanding demographic trends

& Far all the Dena'ina communities associated with the Fark, additional investigation of gensalogies through oral
tstarias, and census and church recards 15 needad Lo further demonstrate ties batwaen communitias and as & Lol Tor
demographic and hislerical resaarch,

® [inked toresearch inta family histories is the collection, organizatian, and publication af collections of photographs
now held by individuals and families. The Cena‘ing Audio Callestion in particular needs to be thoroughly researchad
far infarmatian in this regard. This 1s especially needad for Tyanek, other cammunities associated with the Park would
frenelit by such research.

» Fr [yanek, addtianal research on the histary of involvement in the commercral salman fizhery is neaded. This shoald
include oral histories with farmer and current participants in the fishery as well a5 archiva) research,

* Alsa for Tvornek, more research inka evalving political and economic institutianz in the 20th century would be
inztructive. Tyonek has survivad a5 8 Dena'ing communify despite decades of demographic, econarmic, and politecal
change. Understanding the role of the tribal council and the native carporation in developing palicies o sugporl the

community’s well baing and maintain is haritage as a Dena'ing communily 15 an impartant azpect of the history of the
wiesl Goak Inlel area.

® & further study fo dopument the traditional associations of the llizmna ares Dena’ing to Lake Clark National Park and

Preserve wiould be a timety supplement to the prasent report. The researcn snould include the communties of Pedre
Bay, lhamna, and Newhialan,

» No culturally sensitive sites, such as cometerias, former villages. cabins, or pictographs associgted with the Caok
[nlet Bana‘ina and within the houndaries of LACL. that ware previsasly onkaown 1o the Nationzl Park Service, wers
idertitied by this study, However, fulurs ressarch may identify such sifes, and new locabions shoold ke accurately
gocumerted and the infarmation maintained within confidential files tar future land vse and manzgement decisions.
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APPENDIX |

STUDY METHODS

Tre Division of Subsistence has 2 long history of working with the community of Tyonek In the early 1980s, divisien
resgarchers collectad background information that supparted Tyonak's successful attempt to re-establish the village's
subzizstence king salmon fishery. For several subsaquent years, the division was respensibie for menitoring s Tishery
in-saasan, systematically visting Hish camps to record harvest infarmation. Ethnogrephiz gnd housebold surey
research resulted in studies of subsistance clamming and moose hunting; maps of contemporary hunting and fishing
areas; and a comprehensive, basaline description of all subsistence activities by Twanek residents as they accurred in the
mig 158050 Since that fime, division persannel kave continued fo wark with Tvanek on remercus natural resowrse fopics
including marine mammal hunting. moose hunting, migratory bird Aunting, and salmon fishing.

Personnel
Rom Stanek has hegn working with the people of Tyonek for pver 20 years, Kon acted as the project managar to coardinate
mesgtings, fieldwark, and other activities with the village coungil.

Davin Ralen, a cultural anthropalogist who has worked in Dena‘ing and Abtna communities, acted a5 suppart staff for
(his praject. His main Lasks weare b compile the annatated bibliography, scan photogeaphs and digitally clean and
archive imapes, create posters and presentations, compile the Ethnegraphic Ovarview and fssessment (EQA), and design
maps uzing G135 softwars far the West Coak Inlet 204, Cavin produced the GIS - generated maps and the figures in this
maport. Thix data are stored at the ADFSG Division of Subsistence.

lames Fail, a stodent of Dena’ing culture far owar 25 vears, provider goidancs for the praject. He wrote portions of the
first several chapters of the West Cook Inlet E0& and edited the entire document,

Study Materials

Compilafien of infeemation for this project began with & literature review of materials related to the penple of west Conk
Inlet. This review cencentrated on the contemparary Dena'ina community of Tyenak and the tormer Dena‘ing communitieg
of Kustatan and Paolly Cregh. Archival materials were also used. The second part af this prajact involved inferviewing
tacal residents and locating additional primary souwrces.

ARCHIVES

Folfowing the fiterature raview in the spring of 2004, researchers visited archives ta lnok for grimeny dosuments and
photazraphs. Photo collections ai the Anchorage Museum of History and Art and University of Alaska Fairbanks {UAF)
Library Archives werg the main sources. Private collections are discussed below. Logboaks from tha Maska Commercial
Company were capiad from the HAF Library Archives, SPS archives at the Lake Clack National Park neadguarters in
Anchorage were also visitad in July 2004, The NPS phato archives ara invalwafie in documenting avents and people

af historic significanca in the region. The persenal interview collections of Laurel Bannett were also of great benafit,
providing first-hand infarmation abaot many west Cook Inf2t people.

Particularly important sowrces are the papers of Nikafor Slexan, hossed a1 the University of Alaska Anchorage (UAR)
Library Archives, Nikafar Alexan 1960 o ¢ 19000 of Tyonak wrate a series of staries in English while convalesring in

a hospital in the late 19505, He was perhaps the first Dena’ing individual 1o write about the celture gnd hislary of his
paople. Two of these stories were published in The Alasks Sportsman (pradecessor o Algsks Magazing in 13658 these
and sevaral others weda alsa printed Toc the Kepai Peninsula School District in 19817 However, the tull set of Alexans
wrilings has rof been publshed. This invaluahlz record includes biographies, histories, tradifional stories (fsukdo). and
dascrptive ethnographic materials.



In & separate project associated with Lake Clark Matronal Park and Frasarve cultural studies. Dr. James Kari prepared
an inventory and assessment of Bena’ina recordings located at the Lake Clark National Park and Presgrve Cultural
Studias Unit office in Ancharage, the flaska Native Language Canter, the Buraau of Indian Mfairs, the Buraau of Land
Managzemenl, and privale collections A In s repar, Kan provides an ovarvied of recent work with Dena'ing aral and
written materialz, including indiges of tape recordings in the Dena'ing Ludio Cellection (DAC) and his personal field
notes, & tynological assessment of saurce matenals, & duscession of Dena’ing educational matenials, an overvizw

of recent ressarch, an assessment of the ena‘ing topical dictionary, and reviews af recant reparts, recordings, and
collections, Due to the extent and depth of 1he materials in this collection, resgarchers an this prajact did aot have
adanuate Hme to felly review its corfents. Furiher research that atitizes The coilaction is high'y recommenden,

FIELDWORK

Becauss Tyoneh is the ey remaining Dena’ing setement bacated within the study area [ses Figere 11, the
athnographic fieldwark focused on this community, & shorf teeety-minute flight from Ancharage, Toonek (5 gasily
acrassifle by plane in good weather, Howewar, when the weather turns inclemert, az is affen the caze in late winfer, fow
flight= anin and out and & ane-day trip can turn into a long stay. [herefare mech of the freddwork was completed during
the summer tn garky winker.

[fie fieldwark for this project was conducted in several phasas, aach with a different emphasiz. [nthe kaginning,
meetings with the commurity were scheduled tointrodese the project in a variety of vanues. The preliminary ressarch
phasa included visits 1o rasidents” homes tn conduct oral inferviews and scan photagraphs, and time spant in the
community center visiting with whoever came by, This sometimes became tha most gffective means of outreach far this
project. A secondany research phase smvolved engaging in commonity activities, This inctuded potiocks!potiatches and
trips to fish camps in the semmers of 2004 and 2005,

The Tinal pirase of this project is “bringing it all back.” This invahved presentztians to the commumiy aboat what had
biean learred, and discussions with commanity leaders and residents about what they would like to =28 as a final product
of tha research, The foliowing is a discussion of pach step of the Tiefdwork for this project. These staps have baen
krakan dawn by phase of the project.

MEETIMES

[mitially, a number of mesetings Woak place betwean the project personnel Ron Stanek and Davin Hoten with NP Coltural
wrthropaiagist Karen Gaul, The comeenity of Teanek wanted to know why the National Park Sernce was interested in
[heir community and their land=. Thare is @ senze of distrust within the community of culside land managers dus to
Teonek's histary, as discussed o this report. On thiee saparata day beps, July 3, Augost 13, and Octobar 27, 2003, the
project personnel met with the village council, a local sthoal class, and people in Tha community center o hegin to
introduce the project. [n meetings, the mast impartant @spert was fa garner not only the support af the community, oot
also to get ideas an whal the community would like ta see in terms of research, and 2 tinal product. From this, ohjectives
and methods wera ravisad as the project progressed and more community members became interested. For exarmple,
cantracts with local and former msidents including Donita Peter and Batherine Chickatusion supparted resezrch and
organization of cammunity contasts. Addibianal funds were added Lo assist with ravel fo Tyonak o attand community
events and infenies resrdents,

INTERVIEWS

intesviews were conducted with peaple in their homes in Tyonek, inlerviews were open-ended and the main focus was the
copying of phatopragh collectans. The histeey of each phatogranh was discussed. Photographs recorded in one lousenold.
with Lhe awner's permission, wera shown to athers to garner additional information aboot the image. Sami-struforad
interviews wers conducted fo record stories and fill in details for the report, [nterviews were conducted with &s many
residents of Tyonek a3 pussivle. ingluding residants whi no ionger resided in Tyanek, In zdoition. interviess were conducted
with individuals of Curo-American heritage whe have long-term relalionships with tha land and paopie of west ook inlet.
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PHOTOGRAPH COLLECTIONS

The phta cellections, and the narratives or accounts peaple provided aleng with them, represent some af the major
cantribations to this peoject, These have been included 55 3 digitsl srchive in Appendix B, The collections inglude
snannad images from ning cument Tvoned residenls: wo previous residants wha now live in Anchorage and Soldotna; the
Mative Villzge of Tvanek; Tour institutions, ncluding the American Heritage Denter af the Univeesity of Wyeming, the Caok
inlet Region Incarporated (CIRD, Lake Clark National Park and Presaree Guttural Stodies Unit, and the flaska Departmart
afl Fish and Game, Division of Suhzistence; and phatographs taken by four ADF&G researchers.

To captura many of the images not pravsously scanned into digital format, the researcher psed a portable scanner and a
laptap computer. This set-up was easily used in peoples homes, taking up [itle space, for example, on & kitchen tabk. The
laplop has a large scresn that enabled the interdewes to see their phatograph in & larger format 2fter L was scanned. Using
Adnhe Phatoshop G5 software, an initial quick cleanup could de dane on a faded pholograph s the image cooid again regain
its vitrant colors. In addition fo clzaning the phatograph digitaily, the rasearchar also used the software browser program Lo
croate mefadata for each individes | image that will be parmanently stored with e imags.

Thee major advantage of capturing the images digitally in pgople’s hamas was that the photograph did not have to
legve the home, Qnca back in tha office, the researcher tinished cleaning the imagas digitally, repairing scratches.
tingerprints, and dust spechies. Then, they wens printad on photo paper with a high quality Epsan 2200 photo printer
The images wena then insertad inlo g photo album. with informatian about the projact, and the newly cleaned images
wera senl back Lo the inlerviewess as a thank yoo.

Prasentations and Posters

fraject researchers created twoe pesters: one of which can be seen on page 32 The poal of the first poster was (o
introduca the project in & way thal related the long history of the Division of Sobsistence wark with Taongk, and describad
what the researchers boped ta gain from thes project. If alse emphasized what the community could sxpect in return far
collabarating wilh the ressarchers.

The second poster was a collaboration between Davin Holen of the Division of Subsistence and formear Tyonek resident
Donita Peter. The poster usad & previcusly publishad short story about pracassing Chinook salmon in Dena’ina by the |ate
Iynnek elder, Mellie Chickalusion (L975). The narrative was broken down by sentence. Sath in English and Dena'ing, and
pach sentence was accampanied by @ photo depicting the sleps invalved in catching and pracessing king salmon, This
fostar ie meant to be a leaming tool for the Dena‘ing language.

Froject personnel from the Division of Sudziztence and NP aftended the Oena'ing Festival held in Benad in fung 2004,
The festival was bring hald in conjunction with & week-long Dena’ing languape workshop al Kenai Peninsula College. At
bath the festival and larguage workshop presentztons were grven relating the project Lo interested participants.

Ovar the weekend of Movember 5-7, 2004, Division of Subsistence regearchers gave a presentation to fhe community

of Tyonek during an elders” patlatch and wellness patluck. Members of other communities were also present, Drum
circles and dancing took place tollowing the meal alang with the giving of presents to the families and elders. Inthe
afternaen, just prior W0 tha nain avents, the researchiens set up a pawerpeint presentation in the schocl gemnasium. The
presentation was projected on a big screen for everyeng in the community. & briet introduction to the project was given
and then tha slides wers started. The early shdes captured the ariginal cemmunities of O0d Tyonzk, Susitna Station, Polly
Cregk, Kustatan, and Krota Croek that make up the present day Tyonek population. The researchers ran through slides

in chronotgical arder antif the prezant anding with a sfide fram the summer of 2004 The audience provided thedr awn
cemmankary on images daling as far back as the 19305, Maar the end of the prasentation the researchers reiterated the
inviration fo submit adoitionsl photas from family collections that wauld complement the project.



Un the atternoon of 'y 77, 2005, & diision researcher attended a colbure camp hat was organized by the villapge tn
provida activities for the youth of Tyonek. At the camp, ha gave a presentalion on the project including photopraphs

that wera collactad trom the community, offered an intraduction of the draft final of the West Coak Inlet EDA, and then
conducled a fgsson on traditional matrifineal kinship and haw the clan sysfem worked, The emphasis of the presantation
was 1o infraduca the vouth (o how matrlineal kinship systems function. The youth then did an activity working tagether
with their brothars and sisfars, tracing their family heritage back threg generations. They ware then askad what their
l#st namea weuld b= if they traced their hartage thraugh their mothers ling, instzad of taking their father's name. This
activity 15 discussed in Chapter So

A Divizion of Junsistence researcher attended 3 Tvonek villags council mesting on August 9, 2005, to prasent the draft of
the ‘West Cank inlet FOA to the commanity of Tyonak. Tha resaarcher discussed sorme apliens for products with the council
such &% & phato callection on & G0 or 4 possibla back made from the repor. The council membears were pleased with the

progress of the praject.

Collabaration

In the fallof #0003, ADF&G Division of Subsistence researchers and the MPS anthropalagist Karen Gaul visited the Bartiett
Scheal in Tyanek. They gave a brief descriptian of the project and intracuced backs and other resources thai the students
could use to stedy Bena’ing cultuee, B presentation on the history of Lake Clark Park and Frasarva fallowed. The stedentis
were ashed if Lhey were aware that a national park was located nearhy; mast said they were not. Neet, the project
parsannel gave a preseatation on Dena’ing culture to familiarize the students with some aspects of their pwn culturs that
they could study. Quarall, the teo hours spent with the students were praductive. Mthough the students never undartook
any projects relatad to the Wast Cook Inlet EO®, they helped to familiarize their parents with what was taking place in the
COMMEnily.

Qtner collabarations and commuadty participation also inclhaded working with the villaga council. Jackic Eckan, a health
gide Tor the communily, was instrumental in helping to contact elders to see if they would ke to share photepraphs and
stories with the rassarciers, Peter Merryman, the village corncil president, helped to familiarze the community with the
project and shared the village council's phatograph collaction with researchers, Connie Burnell, the tribal administratos,
#lza halped te tamifiarize the community with the project and kept researchers abreast of cammunity events in which
they corld participate. Brandy 3tandifer intigted staps to documant currant activities of the fefwrhieg Youth Drom
Group. Janelle Baker coordinaled the collection of information and photos at the group's activities. & subrontract was
develnped with Katherina Chickalusion for assistance in coordinaling visits and identifying photo callestions. Donita
Pefer was subcontractad far consuttation and written infarmatian about Dena’ina histers, social systems, and spiritual
bediets, and an educational posier design. Donita was also g liaison with peaple who bedd prato and Lape coliections
and collabarated an family geneglogies. In all, researchers could not have carried out this project without assistance
and collabaration fram the village government. the reasidents af Tvonek, and athers who provided suppart and interest in
the project
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